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“The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, the world, and those
who dwell in it.”
(Psalm 24:1)
One just need think for a minute to wonder at God’s
majesty. King David created the psalm we number twenty-four
to invite the Lord’s people to gather for worship. The psalm
begins by drawing our attention to recognize that everything
belongs to God and it exists by the Lord’s care. This brief
statement challenges our presuppositions and fears.
When we casually use the first or third possessive
pronouns ‘my’ or ‘our’ we can come to believe that which has
been given to our care is a result of our accomplishment.
Whether it be ‘my’ lunch, ‘our’ Bible study group, or any other
number of activities, things, places or persons. Yet in truth “The
earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains…” Even our very thoughts
are the result of God’s gift of life to us. What a challenge to
perceive everything is created by God for sustaining goodness
and the Lord’s glory!
Such truth reminds us that we are recipients of love and
extended grace to serve. It is a false worry that presumes our
survival depends only upon ourselves or our assets. Ah, ‘our’ self
and ‘our’ assets… really belong to the Lord! “He who did not
spare His own Son, how will He not also freely give us all
things?” (Romans 8:32) The Lord is our sustainer. Jesus reminds
his disciples to seek and serve His kingdom by His grace. We are
also nurtured to grow in our faith and capabilities as we serve
where the Lord calls us.
It is in worship where we respond to honor the Lord and
give thanks. By nature our instinct is to thank another for their
goodness shared with us. We send thank you cards, we invite
others to dinner, we might send flowers, or we might gift a third
party in the name of the one we desire to honor. God’s goodness
surrounds us every minute of life. No one else deserves the honor
and thanks due to the Lord who has created and sustains the
world.
Our worship and our thanksgiving center on the Lord who
loves us. October is the month we take to pray about our giving
for the year to come. The Scriptures encourage us to give
cheerfully. As we give may we do so with wholehearted
thankfulness so that the Lord rejoices over our
understanding of His love!
Pastor Martin

October Worship Schedule
October 7
1Chronicles 29:1-9
David led the nation to share in the
building of the Jerusalem temple.
The key attraction was honor and
thanks to the Lord for their
salvation. How doe the Lord invite
us today to continue giving for His
honor and thanksgiving?

October 14
1Chronicles 29:10-19
Israel gave generously to build the
temple for the Lord. David
recognized that the nation was
tested to give by the Lord’s provision. Our giving is also a reflection
of our praise and thanksgiving!

October 21
Guest Preacher
The Lord gathers us in worship to
be restored in hope and perspective.
The words of our music and prayers
lead our hearts into the right
attitude to faithfully serve Jesus
who loves this world.

October 28
1Kings 11:28-33, 37-38, 12:26-31
Jeroboam was called to serve as
king for Israel after Solomon. But
his desire of control caused him to
fail terribly a servant to the Lord
and his people.
How do we allow the Lord
control while we serve where
he calls us?
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Community Events
For all Presbyterian Women
in the Presbytery of Riverside
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program
Featuring Guest Speaker, Roceni Bakian
2018 Presbyterian International Peacemaker
Saturday, October 13, 2018 at 9:30 am
Beaumont First Presbyterian Church
702 Euclid Avenue
Beaumont, California 92223

Believe Walk
Sunday, October 7th at 8:00 am
Adults: $35 (includes a T-shirt)
Children 4-12 $10 (includes a T-shirt)
Under 4: Free )no T-shirt)
Contact Cheryl Raine at:
pastocheryl@gmail.com
or 714-801-4345
Team Presbyterian
We Believe

Registration $10 – Lunch Included
RSVP by Wednesday, October 3, 2018 to:
Lou Jolliff at: jolliff8771@roadrunner.com
or (619) 403 - 3262

So we Walk

Out of the Darkness Walk
“Each year, suicide claims more lives than war, murder, and natural disasters combined. Yet
suicide prevention doesn't receive anywhere near the funding as other leading causes of death.
It's up to Walkers like us to make a difference. Together we can change the conversation about
mental health and put a stop to this tragic loss of life. “
AFSP
Date: Saturday, November 10th
Location: Upland Memorial Park - Upland, CA
Walker Check-In/Registration Time: 9:00am - 10:00am
Resource Fair & Survivor Activities Start: 9:00am
Opening Ceremony Begins: 10:00am
Event Ends: 12:00pm
For more information, please contact:
Name: AFSP Inland Empire & Desert Cities Chapter
Phone: #855-869-AFSP (2377)
Email:2 jvanderstad@afsp.org

Northkirk will be purchasing
a sign in memoriam of
Michael Allbaugh.
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Northkirk Events
Northkirk will be hosting a
CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation), First Aid and
AED (Automated external defibrillator) Class on Saturday,
October 27th from 7:30 am—4:30 pm
The class is taught by two members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary and will last
approximately 8 hours. Space is limited to 18 students and must have a minimum
of 12 students. Cost is $60.00 per student and will include a textbook, certification
for 2 years, pocket mask, first aid items, materials and supplies for the class.
The class includes hands-on training using both adult and child manikins.
There will be a continental breakfast
and lunch will be served during a 30 minute break.
To register and pay for the class contact Gail Valenti
in the church office (909) 989-4919 or fill out a registration slip at church

Join our Harvest Feast—October 28th
“You are to observe the Festival of Harvest, celebrating the first fruits
of your work in planting the field, and the Festival of Ingathering at the
end of the year, when you gather the fruit of your work from the field.”
Exodus 23:16
The festivals of the Bible are timed around the harvest seasons of the Holy Land:
Spring, late Summer and Autumn. The harvest festival is symbolic of how God is
carrying out His plan to gather a harvest of humanity into His soon-coming Kingdom.
Join us on October 28 immediately following our worship service for our Harvest
Feast. We will be serving a variety of soup, bread and cookies.
We are looking for people to make a crock-pot of soup to share.
If you would like to contribute to the feast, please email
Diane Atherton at diane.atherton@verizon.net
3
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Session Highlights
1. Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Exodus 17. What does it take to inspire the work of the church? Pastor
Martin suggested we need servant leadership to guide us. It is hard to be a servant leader; Moses was one but was supported by others. We also, as servant leaders, can ask people to do things—to deploy them to do things. When we show
people that we listen to them and try to address their concerns, that should encourage their confidence in us. We want to be
sure the Holy Spirit is evident in our leadership roles.
2. The Rev. Timm High, Presbytery Leader and Stated Clerk, led a 30-minute conversation. He believes his work is to promote the work of the Spirit of God in the Presbytery and has recently been focusing on the “Missional Church.” What is God’s
preferred mission for the Presbytery and for Northkirk? Timm suggested it is our job to come alongside God in His works.
Our work in this 21st Century is daunting and challenging. He suggested we need to detach the community of faith from the
building. Timm went on to ask some leading and instructive questions:


Is there a future for the Presbyterian Church? What insight has the Holy Spirit been giving us as to our mission?

 Is the Kingdom of Heaven something you search for? The majority of people now identify themselves theologically as
“nones.” What does it mean to identify as the “body of Christ”?
 We at Northkirk are called to discover what God is doing, and we’re very similar to a New Testament church. We support
several “community ministries,” such as feeding the hungry, MOPS, and the Prayer Shawl ministry.
 How can Riverside Presbytery assist us? Presbyterians tend to be churches of “membership” versus churches of
“discipleship.” We struggle with bandwidth.
 Timm encouraged us to engage with outreach ministries for suicide prevention citing an interesting statistic: Twice as
many people die from suicide than from homicide in this country.


The Pastor’s report included:

 His Fall sermon series is “Faithful Servant Leaders” primarily based in the books of Kings and Chronicles. He plans two
stewardship sermons in October focusing on I Chronicles 29: 1-19. He and Elder Dan Beauvais have begun discussing the
fall stewardship campaign and suggested receipt of pledge cards on October 28.
Session passed a motion to create a memorial tree planting with California native ground cover around a fruitless olive tree on
the south end of the annex in memory of Michael Allbaugh.


Team reports included:



Christian Education is pulling together the Sunday School teaching schedule and lesson plans.

 Facilities & Grounds presented two bids to replace three air conditioning units using trust funds. The motion passed to
accept the Affordable Comfort bid.
 Membership/Fellowship motion to approve purchase of some white tablecloths was approved using money from sale of
retro lights. The Harvest Feast on Sunday, October 28, was affirmed.
 Mission and Evangelism presented a motion, which passed, to provide bulletin inserts to advertise the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention Walk on Saturday, November 10. Session also passed a motion to order a sign in memory of
Michael Allbaugh that his parents can carry during this walk and then keep.


Mission and Evangelism also reported that the 19th Street Theatre made a profit from its performances.

 Music, Worship and Arts presented its fall/winter schedule of special events which begins with Thanksgiving Eve service
on Wednesday, November 21, at 7:30 pm.
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(Session Highlights continued on page 10)
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Opportunities to Serve
Christian Education, Chair: Paula Emick
Sunday School teacher
Small group leader or participant
Friday evening Youth ministry or Children’s ministry
Summer movie nights

Facilities and Grounds, Chair: Ronn Campbell

Monthly Saturday work parties, watch for announcements. Installation and/or
repair of inside and outside equipment, general maintenance, Deep cleaning
events (pews, carpets, classrooms, etc. Planting, pruning, harvesting.

Membership/Fellowship, Chair: Diane Atherton

Providing Sunday fellowship refreshments (advance signups requested)
Providing setup, cleanup, and food for special events
Staffing the “name tag” table on the first Sunday of the month.
Helping with special church events.

Missions & Evangelism, Co-Chairs: Lazaro Silva & Pam Sickman
Prepare sanctuary for special offerings,
Coordinate any Mission Events
Help with MOPS (Cynthia Alvarez)
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus (Sharon Hayden)

Stewardship/Finance,
Chair: Dan Beauvais

Offering counters
Trained annual financial reviewer

Music, Worship, and Arts,
Co-Chairs: Dean Collins & Grace Gonzales
Ushers & Openers/Closers,
Worship Assistants and Alter Guild
Vocal Choir: Wed. at 6 pm, Praise Band: Wed. at 7 pm.

We still have an opening for a Presbytery Meeting Representative, which can be a prior ruling
5
elder. If interested call Pastor Martin.
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Prayer Calendar
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
The Simmons
family

2
Martin &
Lorrain Smith

3
Pete & Teri
Smits

4

6

The Stahl
family

5
Yoko
Sweede

Cross Point

7
Aline Sardão

8
Bob & Gail
Valenti

9
David Van
Curen

10
The Vance
family

11

12

13

Rachel
Vasquez

Fran Walker

MOPS &
Moppets

14
Harold
Willome

15
The Wallace
family

16

17

18

19

Anne Warder

Len Williams

Harold
Willome

Frank & Bev
Wiltse

20
Prayer
Shawl
Ministries +

21

22

23

24

25

26

Tom Tui

Pilar Yarur &
family

Don Zabriskie

The Allbaugh
family

The Alvarez
family

Tim & Diane
Atherton

28

29

30

31

Pilar Yarur

Aye Aye

The Baird
family

Norm & Debby
Balders

Happy Anniversary

Cliff & Lisa Newman
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10/9

Lee & Nancy Rash

10/21

Les & Chris Maitlen

10//23

Pete & Teri Smits

10/28

27
Northkirk
Writers
Group
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October 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

1

2

3

9 am Prayer
Partners**
7 pm Team
Meetings

6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
9 am MOPS
6 pm Choir

4

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
& Cross Point

9 am Campus
Work Day

7 pm Praise Band

7

8

9 am Prayer
Partners**

9:30 am Worship
With communion
11 am 3D Group

7 pm Deacon
Meeting

14
8:30 am Bible
Study
9:30 am Worship
11 am 3D Group

15

21

22

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Harvest
Feast

16
9 am Prayer
Partners**

10

11

6:30am Bible
Study***
6pm Choir
7pm Praise Band
7pm Bible Study

1:30 pm
Prayer
Shawl

17
6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
9 am MOPS
6 pm Choir

12
7 pm ESL
Bible Study

13
9 am NK Writers’
Group

Ministry +

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
& Cross Point

18

19

20

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
& Cross Point

7 pm Praise Band

23

24

6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
6 pm Choir
7pm Praise
7 pm Session
Band
7pm Bible Study

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship

28

9

9 am Prayer
Partners**

29

30
9 am Prayer
Partners**

1:30 pm
Prayer
Shawl
Ministry +

26
7 pm ESL
Bible Study
7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
& Cross Point

27
7:30 am CPR
Class (tentative)
9 am NK Writers
Nov. Grapevine
articles are due

31
6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
6 pm Choir
7pm Praise Band
7pm Wed Bible

Study

All events are held at the church unless otherwise noted:
**Prayer Partners, Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park, #49,
contact Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405
*** Early Risers’ Bible Study, Coco’s on Haven/Baseline,
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977
****Prayer Shawl Ministries Plus,
Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park #40,

25

Dave Baird 10/7
Ronn Campbell 10/10
Marie Simpkins 10/19
Anu Jacob 10/21
Debby Balders 10/24
Gail Valenti 10/28
Roy Vance 10/29
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Missions/Evangelism
Food of the Month: Canned Meats
During the month of August, we’ll collect peanut butter for the S.O.V.A. food bank.
These food donations are used to help feed people in our community that
otherwise wouldn’t have enough food to feed their families.
Thank you Norm Balders for delivering the food donations at the end of each month.

Peace & Global Witness Offering—October 7th
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the
church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems
of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are
encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace.
Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50%
is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence,
including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. Please place
your special offering in the offering plate on October 7th.

Karen’s Garden
If you’d like to use a plot in Karen’s Garden to grow
your own fresh organic produce, please contact Ed
Rugh at erugh3@gmail.com to obtain a form to fill
out. There are a few guidelines to follow. Ed will let
you know which plots are still available.
John Lee said this is the perfect time of year to plant
your garden! Here’s a picture of him with his giant zucchinis.

Operation Christmas Child
Northkirk will participate in the Operation Christmas Child program again this year.
We’ve had a lot of fun getting gift boxes ready for children around the world during
the last 2 years and hope everyone will participate again this year.
Operation Christmas Child uses gift-filled shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to
children in need around the world. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 157 million shoebox gifts to children in more than 160 countries and territories. Each
year, the project mobilizes more than 150,000 volunteers in the United States. Since 2010, more
than 14 million children who received a shoebox gift have participated in the follow-up program, The
Greatest Journey. This 12-lesson discipleship program teaches children about God’s amazing love
and guides them through what it means to faithfully follow Jesus Christ.
8
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Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer’s Report as of August 31, 2018
By Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer

August
Budget

August Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Giving/Receipts
Expenses

13,909.83
25,438.96

12,240.96
28,121.36

111,270.68
203,814.25

124,121.95
178,981.94

Net Operating
Surplus/Deficit

-11,529.13

-15,880.40

-92,543.57

-54,859.99

Operational Budget

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds. The session has budgeted
$138,760.09 to be withdrawn from our investments this year. So far, we have withdrawn
$43,516.16.
We have had some unusual expenses lately. Our air conditioning and heating systems need to be
replaced and will be costing $40,349.79. New electronic drums were purchased for the Praise
Band at a cost of $2,303.77. If anyone would like to make a donation toward these items, it would
be much appreciated as we can’t afford to keep hitting our investments.
If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please contact the
church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to
someone on the stewardship/finance team.

Giving and God’s Grace
“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches
of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.”
(2Corinthians 8:1-2)
During October our Session asks the congregation to prayerfully consider sharing in
honoring the Lord and giving thanks through their 2019 offerings. Our first two services of
October will focus upon the example of Israel as they collectively prepared to support the
Jerusalem temple. Today the Lord’s temple is Jesus’ church and our giving is a witness to our
community of God’s love for all. Others experience our giving as God’s grace for them! Be it
care from our deacons, worship services, small group Bible studies, MOPS mothers and
children, Boy Scouts, or visitors seeking God, all are thankful as a result of our offerings to
honor Jesus. We will celebrate our 2019 giving at our Harvest Feast luncheon on October 28.
Come share joyfully!
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Reflections
How to Be a Servant Leader When You Feel Trapped at Work
Today’s business self-help books are written for people in a variety of positions, but to my surprise,
only a handful of these books mentioned servant leadership, which our Lord Jesus has shown us.
What can we gain from learning how to be good servant leaders?
Several years ago, I received a title-only promotion to a management position. There was neither
authority assigned to me, nor a pay raise associated with this change. I couldn’t hire or fire anyone,
nor give promotions or raises. Suddenly I found myself in an awkward position. On one side, I
became the scapegoat when things went wrong, and on the other, my peers refused to do work as
soon as it required a “management decision.”
As the pressure mounted, this question quickly came to mind, “How do I lead a team without
hierarchy of power? Or, could it be done at all?” Obviously, I look up to our Lord Jesus Christ. In
Matthew 22:15-22, the Pharisees were attempting to trap Jesus with this question, “Is it right to pay
tax to Caesar?” Jesus answered, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
I marveled at Jesus because he was able to resolve the hostility using only common sense, and did
not resort to positional power.
I asked myself, what is servant leadership? Jesus was the Messiah, the promised one, but he did not
come as an expected king, but as a common man. It was this common man who became the
mediator between us and God. Jesus served God and mankind differently than today’s business
managers, directors, and VPs. He was willing to sacrifice himself for his flock. In my situation, I used
servant skills to serve my boss without complaining and leadership skills to shepherd my team
unconditionally. A few years later, our office became the most profitable business unit within our
organization.
Next time you’re feeling trapped at work and that, there’s not much you can do to improve it, that’s
the time to follow the biblical command to live and lead with humility like Jesus. Leading with a servant’s heart, you will find you’re not only helping yourself but also your teammates at the same time!
Let us pray. Our heavenly Father, we praise you for sending Jesus to our world to save us and be
our role model at work. We give thanks for his sacrifice in your holy son Jesus’ name, amen!
Reflection Questions:
1. Other than patience and love, what other qualities are important to being a servant leader?
2. Identify one or two things at work you can apply servant leadership to.
By Tom Tui (Youth Leader for R4C Church)

(Session Highlights continued from page 4)
5.

It was reported at the Presbytery meeting that the Presbytery office in San Bernardino has reopened!

 Worship at the Presbytery meeting was led by The Rev. Mark Hong, the Executive and Stated Clerk of the Synod of
Southern California and Hawaii.


The Healthy Pastors and Congregations Commission approved a motion to apply for a grant from the PCUSA .

regarding the Revitalization Initiative.
 The Partners in Ministry Commission has grants available to congregations of up to $2000 “to
build up God’s kingdom in our corner of Southern California.”
Average 10
Sunday worship attendance for August 2018 included 51 Adults, 2 Youth, and 2 Children.
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Christian Education

We still need more Sunday school teachers for the 2018-2019 school year. Please contact Paula
Emick or Pastor Martin if you’d like to serve Northkirk in this way.
The children’s Sunday School program will continue with the “Dig In” program which we used last
year. This is a simple program to follow and the Sunday school teachers can review it ahead of time
and choose which portions they want to use for that Sunday’s lesson. There is a core Bible lesson
and the teachers can “build” their lesson from suggested music, crafts, science project and
activities that are based on the Core Bible lesson.

The Sunday morning 8:30 Bible Study group will begin a new study on October 14th
called "Liturgy of the Ordinary" by Tish Harrison Warren. The introduction describes
It as "The author connects the moments of an ordinary day with the extraordinary
pattern of classical Christian worship". Along with questions after each chapter, there
are suggested practices to challenge, motivate and inspire us. This study is open to
all; male, female, young, old, member or visitors. Please join us! Order your book on
Amazon or text or call Teri Smits at 909-227-8068.

Bible Study Schedule
Sunday Morning Bible Study: meets at 8:30 am in room 5.
They will not meet on Oct. 7th, but will begin a new study on Oct. 14th.
See above article for more information. Contact Teri Smits
at tsmitsmits@aol.com
3D Group: If you’d like to discuss Sunday’s sermon in more detail meet in
Pastor Martin’s office at 11 am of the same morning. You can write any questions you might have
on the “Sermon Notes” section of the announcement sheet.
Monday Evening Bible Study will remain on break through the fall. Watch for announcements late
this fall.
Early Risers’ Bible Study meets at 6:30 every Wednesday morning for breakfast, fellowship
and Bible Study at Coco’s Restaurant at Haven & Baseline in Rancho Cucamonga. Questions?
contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net

Wednesday Evening Bible Study meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at 7 pm in
Pastor Martin’s office.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus: meets at Sharon Hayden’s home on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each
month. Get the entrance code from Sharon.
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ESL Bible Study: meets every other Friday from 7-8 pm. This is a great Bible Study for people who
are learning English as a second language. Call Pastor Martin or the church office for more information.

