
Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Each person I’ve spoken to who 
attended our Homecoming Sunday 
in September was inspired by the 
faithfulness of our founding 
members forty years ago. It is a 
blessing whenever the Lord calls us 
to pause and look back upon his 
faithfulness while being reminded 
that his love endures forever. We 
wondered, “Has it really been forty 
years?” “Look at all that God has 
done through this congregation 
week-by-week!” And we recognize 
that Jesus continues with us even 
now calling us to 
be for the next 
generation what 
the previous 
generation was 
for us. This is a 
sobering 
realization! 

 Of course 
we are always “in-
the-thick-of-
things” and may 
not have the perspective to see what 
the Lord is accomplishing by our 
service. And, “being-in-the-thick-of
-things,” we can become 
disappointed in ourselves, our 
circumstance, even our contribution 
or value to the Lord’s work. Yet we 
can be certain that those that have 
gone before us, the disciples that 
formed our congregation at its 
outset, they too had the same 
disappointments. The Lord knows 
our life circumstance in every 
detail. And, in his grace, he has 

given us the gift of one another to 
care and encourage each other as 
we serve him together.  

 The apostle Paul had many 
episodes from his early life that 
might have caused him to fall into 
depression and to question his 
value as a servant to Jesus. But as 
we read from his letter to the 
Philippian church, Paul 
intentionally chose to let his past 
remain in the past so as to not 
inhibit his future. His eyes were set 
upon the prize of being called to 

follow Jesus. 
Our eyes, each 
one of us, 
together we are 
to be focused 
upon Jesus. He 
will lead us 
daily, even 
through “the-
thick-of-
things.” 

 We can 
be so thankful for the Holy Spirit 
who leads us as Jesus desires. Just 
as we have looked back over the 
first forty years of Northkirk’s 
service, we can know that even this 
week, this month, we’re listening 
for the guidance of the Lord just as 
our founding members did in 1979. 
Around every corner we are called 
to serve, the Lord and his care are 
sure to be there! 

      “…forgetting what lies 
behind and reaching 
forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 
 (Philippians 3:13-14) 

October 
2019  

Sermon Series 
 
 

October 6 
Ezra 4:1-4, 5:1-2 

Sadly there has often been 
opposition to presence of the 

true God in cultures. How then 
are we to be Jesus’ presence 

when we serve our neighbors? 
 

October 13 
Ezra 5:3-17 

How does our ministry work 
link to the work of a prior 

generation? When others doubt 
God’s servants, our attitude can 

help pave a way forward. 
 

October 20 
Ezra 6:1-12 

The Lord works in mysterious 
ways to bring about His 

goodness. When we can’t see 
around the bend, we can be sure 

that Lord and His care will  
be there. 

 
October 27 

Ezra 9:1-4 
How do we respond when 

things in our congregation are 
not as the Lord desires? The 

Lord’s goodness can guide 
forward as we leave our  

past behind.  

                             

Worship Schedule 

/Pastor Martin 



      “Ground that drinks up the rain falling 
on it repeatedly, and that produces 
a crop useful to those for whom it is 
cultivated, receives a blessing from God.”     
    Hebrews 6:7 

Pomona Valley Famers’ Market 

Inland Valley Hope Partners sponsors the year-round 
Pomona Valley Certified Farmer’s Market to bring fresh, 
nutritious fruits and produce grown by local family 
farmers to residents of the Pomona Valley, specifically 
low-income families.  The market takes place every 
Saturday (rain or shine) at the corner of Pearl and Garey 
in Pomona from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm. 

The Farmer’s Market is unique not only in that they 
are working to bring more and more vendors who are 
growing chemical-free produce, but also they are one of 
the few area farmer’s markets that accept federal 
nutrition assistance benefits (i.e.  CalFresh, WIC, Senior 
WIC) as a form of payment.  They are also the only local 
market (within 15 miles) to offer the Market Match 
program.  Provided through a partnership with Hunger 
Action LA, this program provides customers an extra $5  
when they spend at least $10 of their federal nutrition 
assistance collars to purchase healthy produce at the 
farmer’s market. By being able to use their WIC, EBT or 

Missions 

other federal nutrition assistance in conjunction 
with the Market Match program at the Pomona 
Valley Certified Farmers’ Market, low-income 
families and individuals are able to stretch their 
limited food budget to include more healthy, locally 
grown food items.  Items available for purchase 
include fruits, vegetables, bread, tamales, flowers 
and much more. 

 
Saturday, November 2nd 
 
 Rancho Cucamonga Epicenter  
 

 Support “Team Michael” 

Walk Out of Darkness 
When you walk in the Out of the Darkness 
Walks, you join the effort with hundreds of 
thousands of people to raise awareness and 
funds that allow the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) to invest in 
new research, create educational programs, 
advocate for public policy, and support 
survivors of suicide loss. 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

This special offering will be taken on October  27. 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering joins 
Presbyterians together as active peacemakers; 
enabling the church to promote the peace of Christ 
by addressing systems of injustice in our own 
communities and across the world. When we all do a 
little, it adds up to a lot! 

Sign up for “Team Michael” 
 
A team is being formed in memory of Michael 
Allbaugh to walk in the upcoming Walk Out of the 
Darkness.  The goal of the walk is to bring 
awareness to mental illness, raise money to fund 
research to improve interventions, train clinicians in 
suicide prevention and advocate for policy that will 
save lives.   

If you would like to be a walker, go to the 
website and sign up with “Team Michael”.   Set a 
goal for how much you want to raise.  Then ask 
everyone you know to support you by donating  on 
the AFSP website.   If you can’t be a walker, please 
support the cause by donating to our team.   

2 Go to https://afsp.donordrive.com  to sign up to walk or to donate to a team member.   

https://afsp.donordrive.com/


 

 

Campus Work Day 

 
Saturday Oct. 5 

 
9:00 am 

 
On the agenda: 

Replace lock on kitchen door 
Sanctuary door lock 
Paint wall in office 
Fix door jam to pantry 
Plant plants on north side of church 
Fix broken sprinkler head 
Check alarm panel 

Deacon’s Corner 

On Saturday , September 21 the Session and the 
Deacons met together for a joint 
meeting.  Everyone brought breakfast items to 
share, so there was plenty of good food.   

During the meeting the group discussed ways 
they could help each other care for the 
congregation.  After the joint meeting they split up 
and each group had their regular monthly 
meeting.  The Deacons voted to help three families 
with a monetary donation.  They are so grateful for 
everyone that continues to donate to the Deacon’s 
fund. Your gifts enable them to spread God’s love to 
those in need. 
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October 27 

The Fellowship Committee is 
asking for contributions of soup, bread 
and cookies. 

 

 If you would like to donate any of 
these items, please email the church 
office.   

Thank you to Cynthia Alvarez 
for donating a beautiful silk 
flower bouquet in memory of 
her mom, Joretta Griffin.  We 
will think of Joretta every time 
we look at the beautiful white 
roses. 
 
       Also thank you to Grace 
Gonzales for making a beautiful 
silk flower arrangement we can 
use whenever we do not have 
live flowers. 

      If you would like to bring 
flowers for a special occasion, 
please notify the church office 
to sign up. 

It’s never too early to 
start your Christmas 
shopping! 

National Collection Week is 
November 18 - 25 

Sanctuary Flowers 

Items must fit in a shoebox.  
Try to put one Wow! item in 
each shoebox. 



 

 

Going on around Northkirk . . . 

Welcome New Members 
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On September 8 Northkirk had the pleasure of welcoming the  
Simmons family as new members.   

Alan is an Engineer with the CalPortland Engineering 
Department and enjoys working at large industrial plants, 
including making improvements and spending other people's 
money. Outside of work Alan enjoys spending time with his 
daughter Ngaire and wife Jo.  In the church Alan enjoys assisting 
with the technical team, primarily with the sound system for the 
service and other events such as Jazz Vespers. 

Jo was born in the UK and raised in New Zealand before 
moving to the USA with Alan in 2002.  Jo has been singing or 
playing clarinet in praise bands since she was 16 years old.   

As a partial home schooling parent Jo does not have a lot of spare time, but does enjoy reading, 
crocheting, working on the computer, and contributing to volunteer organizations.   Welcome Alan, Jo 
and Nagaire to the Northkirk family! 
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Library  
Corner 
Do you have children, teens, 
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews in your life?  Need 
something for them to do when they get 
home from school or come to visit?  Read to 
them or give them a book from our church 
library! 
Our library has “Chicken Soup for the Little 
Souls”, Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul”, 
books on prayer, character building, Bible 
stories, Bible trivia, Chronicles of Narnia 
and much more.  
New donated items are always arriving so 
keep checking back.  We have a treasure in 
our church library - take advantage of it.  
Enjoy! 
 
    - Teri Smits 

Children’s  
Corner 

On Sunday, September 15, Emily Scholz gave a children’s 
message on stewardship.  She gave each child $5 and 
asked them to think about what to do with the money.  She 
encouraged them to give a portion of the money to 
someone in need. 

In Sunday school that day, teachers Catherine Crook 
and Nancy Rash talked to the children about how they 
might want to share the money.  Their  responses were 
“Share? But I wanted to keep it.”, “I want to save mine.”, 
and “Our school collects money for Children’s Hospital in 
Loma Linda.” 

Since stewardship was a new concept for most of the 
children, these responses are normal.  The teachers 
explained that the money we get belongs to God and He 
shares it with us.  That is why we should share a portion of 
our money with those in need.  They also explained how 
giving of their time to help people is just as important. 

Thank you Emily for sharing your time and money 
with our children. A seed has been planted. 

Sunday school 
helpers needed!  

 

If you are 18 or older and would be willing to 
assist a Sunday School teacher we need you!   
 
No lesson planning, just commit to assisting once 
a month and be an extra pair of hands.  
 
Help share the love of Jesus with our young 
people!  

October’s Sunday School Theme: 

David and Goliath 

Facing Fears 
 
Learn how God’s light guides 
us in darkness! 

 Bring a Friend to Sunday     
    School the Last Sunday of  
          the Month! 

 

 Fun activities that   
 tie in with the  
 month’s lesson or  
 season. 
 

 October 27 we will be doing  
     fun Fall activities! 
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Ask 
Ed 
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Karen’s 

Fall 
Gardening 

What can I do in the garden in October? 
Even though you think you can take it easy for 

the rest of the season, there is much to be done in 
preparation for the next growing season, especially 
if you plan on having a winter crop.  Here are a few 
ideas and some other resources to add to you 
winter chores! 

 
In the garden: 

• Plant any new herbaceous perennials to 
establish roots before winter 

• Weed paths to neaten them for winter 

• Gather autumn leaves and store to make leaf 
mold 

• Prune and tie in stems of climbing roses to 
prevent wind rock 

• Lay turf to allow it to establish before next 
spring 

 

In the greenhouse 

• Clear away tomato, pepper and aubergine 
plants as they finish cropping 

• Begin sowing sweet peas under cover in deep pots 
towards the end of the month 

• Bring half-hardy plants under cover 

• Ripen squashes and pumpkins on greenhouse 
shelves 

• Bring in citrus fruit trees and tender shrubs in 
pots under cover 

 

In the vegetable garden 

• Harvest and store apples and pears 

• Plant new rhubarb crowns and lift and divide old 
ones 

• Plant garlic cloves in soil enriched with well-
rotted organic matter 

• Clear old leaves round strawberries to prevent 
pest build-up 

• Apply grease bands to fruit trees 

     
https://gardeningkiwi.wordpress.com/2019/09/24/

gardening-with-ms/   

Lost & Found Basket 

Please check the Lost & Found 
Basket frequently to see if 
anything belonging to you has 
been placed there. 
 
Everything that has been in it for 
over a month will be donated to 
Goodwill. 

https://gardeningkiwi.wordpress.com/2019/09/24/gardening-with-ms/
https://gardeningkiwi.wordpress.com/2019/09/24/gardening-with-ms/


October Prayer Calendar 
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During the month of 
October, Northkirk is 
collecting Canned Meat 
for the Sova food bank.   
Sova is the Ontario branch 
of Inland Valley Hope supportive services. 
 

Pumpkin Fest 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Catherine & 

Lynn Cook 

2 

 

Mohini  

Crowther 

3 

 

Violet DeLeon & 

John Leongson 

4 

 

Treesa Drake 

5 
 

Inland Valley 
Hope Partners 

6 

 

Presbyterian 

Peace & Global  

Witness  

Mission 

7 

 

Paula & Tom 

Emick 

8 

 

Carol Entler 

9 

 

Priscilla Flores 

10 

 

Richard & Kay 

Gilbert 

11 

 

Glen & Grace 

Gonzales 

12 
 

NK Writer’s 
Group 

13 

 

Sunday morning  

Bible Study 

14 
 

James & John 
Gonzales 

15 

 

Michelle 

Gramata 

16 

 

Christine &  

Herman 

Guardado 

17 

 

Ed Hambly 

18 

 

Flo Hambly 

19 
 

Pastor’s Bible 
Study 

20 

 

3D Bible Study 

21 

 

Jamie Hambly 

& Marley 

22 

 

Christine &  

Robert Harlow 

23 

 

Sharon Hayden 

24 

 

Alex & Ruth 

Hernandez 

25 

 

Rexanne &  

Rick Hess 

26 
 

Youth Ministry 

27 

 

MOPS &  

Moppets 

28 

 

Patricia  

Huntsman 

29 

 

Tom Huntsman 

30 

 

Biju, Anu & 

Caruna Jacobs 

31 

 

John Lee 

1 

 

Mary Lee 

2 
Suicide  

Prevention 
Walk out of 

Darkness 
 

       

Deacon of the Month 
Anu Jacob   (510)229-8796 
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Inland Valley Hope Partners is excited to announce 
that this October they will be hosting their first ever 
Pumpkin Fest at the Farmer’s Market!  Each week 
will feature a different pumpkin themed booth and 
activities, culminating in the kids Pumpkin Painting 
event on Saturday, October 26th.  The Farmers 
Market takes place every Saturday on the corner of 
Pearl and Garey from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm. 
 
Volunteers are always needed for special events as 
well as ongoing operations at the Farmer’s Market.  
If interested, please contact Autumn Washington at 
autumn@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org or 909-622-
3806, ext. 105. 

Sova Program Center 
 904 E. California Street 
 Ontario, CA  91761 
 Hours:   Monday - Thursday 
          9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
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All events are held at the church unless 
otherwise noted below or on calendar 
 
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cucamonga 
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405. 
 
Bible Study at 6:30 am  Coco’s on Haven and Baseline, 
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977 
 
Prayer Shawl Plus  693 Ocean View Ct.. Upland 
Contact:  Emily Scholz (909)210-3920 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 
Dave Baird 10/07 
Ronn Campbell 10/10 
Marie Simpkins 10/19 
Anu Jacob 10/21 
Debby Balders 10/24 
Robert Harlow 10/28 

Happy Anniversary!  
  
Dave & Diane Vaughn 10/20 
Teri & Pete Smits 10/27 

7 8 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

IHOP Fundraiser  
7 am - 10 pm 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

Team Meetings 
7:00 pm 

2 
MOPS  9 am 

Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band 7:30 pm  
WMA Mtg. 8:30 pm 

3 4 
Children’s Group 

7:30 pm 
 

Youth Ministry 
7:30 pm 

 

5 
 

Campus Work 
Day 
9 am 

6 
 

Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 
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Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
Deacon’s Meeting 

7 pm 
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Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band  
7:30 pm  

Pastor’s Bible Study 
7 pm 

10 
 

Prayer Shawls 
1:30 pm 

11 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

12 
 

Writer’s Group 
9:00 am 

13 
 

Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

14 
 

15 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
 

16 
MOPS  9 am 

Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band 7:30 pm  
 

17 18 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

19 
 
 

20 
 

Bible Study 8:30 am 
Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

21 22 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

23 
Men’s Bible Study 

6:30 am 
Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band  
7:30 pm  

Pastor’s Bible Study 
7 pm 

24 
 

Prayer Shawls 
1:30 pm 

25 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

26 
 

Writer’s Group 
9:00 am 

27 
 

Bible Study 8:30 am 
Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

28 
 

29 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
 

30 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band 7:30 pm  

31 
 

1 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 
 

2 
 

Campus Work 
Day 
9 am 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



Treasurer’s Report  
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Operational Budget August August Year to Date Year to Date 

  Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Giving/Receipts  $16,499.35  $16,174.00  $131,994.83  $142,240.65  

Expenses  $26,689.73   $25,556.69.0  $213,517.48  $217,033.22 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -$10,190.38 -$9,382.69 -$81,522.65 -$74,792.57 

Treasurer’s Report as of Aug. 31, 2019 
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

 
Northkirk has been operating with a deficit for many years now.  The amount we bring in through offerings 
and rental income is not enough to cover our expenses.   
 

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds.   The session has budgeted $122,284.15 to be 
withdrawn from our investments this year.  So far, we have withdrawn $68,800 which is 56% of the budgeted 
amount.    Every month we average expenses of $25,000.00.  We can’t continue to withdraw from our 
investments.  The investments should be spent on capital items, not day-to-day items.   

September was Stewardship Month.  Stewardship cards and letters have been distributed.  Please 
consider the expenses for our church when pledging.  If you have not yet turned in your stewardship card, you 
may still do so.  Also remember that pledging of your time is very important to the life of our church too.  
Everything that we can do in-house helps save money and helps us to grow spiritually.  Please do as the Lord 
leads you.   

Below  are the amounts we bring in each week in offerings. 

August September 

 Week 1:   $6,263   Week 1:  $6,762 
 Week 2:   $2,559   Week 2:  $2,943 
 Week 3:   $3,118    Week 3:  $2,613 
 Week 4:   $2,042   Week 4:  $1,333 
 Electronic:     $   400   Week 5:  $2,769 
       Electronic:     $   400 
 Total:            $14,382 Total:                 $16,820 
 

Our mortgage, HVAC, utilities, security, insurance, maintenance averages $4,529.79 per month.  This 
comes to about $150.00 per day just to open the building.   

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please contact the church 
office at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the 
stewardship/finance team. 

Electronic Giving Accounts 

events@northkirk.org 
mops@northkirk.org 
giving@northkirk.org  
theatre@northkirk.org 
loveoffering@northkirk.org 

These may be used with Zelle, Apple Pay, PayPal.  
Currently mops@northkirk.org can be used 
with Venmo, the other accounts can not. 
 

Thank you everyone for your  
birthday wishes this 
past weekend.   
 
You each and all are a 
blessing to me.   
 
With love, Carol  



 

 

July Session Highlights 

Committee Reports 
 
Facilities and Grounds 
• Thank you to all who participated in the work party to prepare the campus for our 40th celebration.  

Special thanks to R4C for all of their help! 
• A recent fire inspection requires us to make repairs to the front sanctuary door and to the kitchen door 

lock. 
 
Fellowship and Membership 
• Harvest Feast to be held on October 27 after the worship service.   
 
Missions 
• Upcoming mission events: 

• Operation Christmas Child - Collection week November 18 - 25 
• Walk Out of the Darkness - November 2nd 
• Need Mission Committee members 

• Approve a special offering to be taken for Hurricane Dorian victims in the Bahamas - Oct. 20 and 27 
 

Music, Worship and Arts 
• Jazz Christmas Concert on December 8.  A love offering will taken. 
 
Stewardship and Finance 
• Fundraiser at IHOP on October 1st is very important for raising funds to fix the parking lot.  Invite 

friends! 
• Our deficit spending was discussed at length.  The session is very concerned about our financial situation 

and will have a committee member address the issue with the congregation on Stewardship Sunday.   
 
Personnel 
• With the increase of the number of churches and organizations using our facility, approval was given to 

increase the custodial hours. 
 
Clerk’s Report 
Received notes from Jacquie Lyman thanking us for inviting her to the 40th celebration and letting her share 
her memories of the founding and building of Northkirk Presbyterian Church. 
• Average Sunday worship attendance for August 2019 was:  51 Adults, 3 Youth, 3 Children.  Current 

members on the roll:  88 

the southern boundary.  The existing historical 
home on the corner will remain and serve as the 
administration offices for the school.   

Currently the parcel has a house on the south 
side of the lot that has fallen into disrepair and has 
been the target of graffiti, parties and other 
mischief.  There is also a family of coyotes living 
there that the neighbors 
will be happy to see leave. 

The process of the 
environmental study, 
getting permits, and 
construction will take three 
years.  We look forward to 
our new neighbors  moving 
in in the fall of 2022. 

The vacant lot to the west of Beryl is going to be home 
to the Carden Arbor View School in the future. On 
September 25th Pastor Martin attended a community 
meeting regarding the proposed construction project.  
There were many neighbors in attendance and the 
proposed school was well received.   
 

The empty land is actually divided into three 
parcels.  The parcel furthest to the west is owned by a 
Jewish synagogue, with plans to build a new 
synagogue.   

The two parcels on the east side will  feature a 
one-story school building along 19th Street, a small 
parking lot on Beryl Street and a grass playfield along 
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New Neighbors! 
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