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We’re all familiar with the things 
that can overtake our Thanksgiving 
holiday. They can even cause us to 
forget to count our blessings:  the 
preparation for the holiday and 
travel, the family and friends 
gathering, the food and drinks, the 
decorations, the football games, 
preparing to receive and host 
guests, and, of course, the blaring 
Black Friday sales. Yet for all the 
weeks of the year we gather to 
worship the Lord and to care for 
one another.  Life would not be as 
sweet without 
the Lord and 
each other. 
     When the 
apostle Paul 
wrote a letter to 
the new 
Thessalonian 
church, he 
started by letting 
them know how 
thankful he was to God for them, 
including two specific reasons. 
First, their faith was profusely 
growing. When disciples’ faith 
grows, the world is changed by their 
actions.  Thessalonica was 
beginning to see God’s values and 
care in the daily lives of these new 
believers.  Paul knew that others 
would want to know about Jesus by 
their actions. 

The very same can be said of 
us, brothers and sisters. As our faith 
continues to grow, God is given 
thanks by the lives of others we 

touch in our actions. Who isn’t 
impressed when they experience 
God’s care by us?  We all can give 
thanks this Thanksgiving for the 
service and witness of the Lord’s 
followers all around us who are 
changing the world one person at a 
time. 

Secondly, Paul gave thanks to 
God because the Thessalonian 
disciples were growing in their 
mutual love.  Every parent’s heart is 
warmed to see their children do 

good by caring 
for one another. 
When disciples 
care for one 
another, the 
congregation 
grows stronger 
and shows 
neighbors God’s 
kingdom.  This 
Thanksgiving 

think over the care you’ve received 
from another here. Where would we 
be without one another? 

I am blessed to be part of 
Northkirk.  How good it is to come 
together in worship, to ask after one 
another, to help, to learn, to serve, 
to be encouraged, to be hope-filled, 
and to be appreciated.  I am 
thankful for every one of us the 
Lord has gathered. I hope you, too, 
will take time this Thanksgiving to 
give the Lord thanks for one 
another.  

       “We must always give 
thanks to God for you, 
brothers and sisters, as is 
right, because your faith is 
growing abundantly, and the 
love of everyone of you for 
one another is increasing.” 
 (2 Thessalonians 1:3) 

November 
2019  

Sermon Series 
 

 
November 3 

Nehemiah 2:1-6 
Have you ever been inspired when  

another gives their time in service to 
others? Imagine how much more  

inspiring empathetic service affects 
others. When God’s care is seen in  

action, others see the gospel! 
 

November 10 
Nehemiah 2:11-20 

When we take time to assess the work 
God calls us, together we understand 
our challenges. Given the size of our 

challenges, the Lord brings us together 
to work together so that all are blessed. 

 

November 17 
Nehemiah 4:7-14 

There can be many challenges to  
building the ministries of the Lord.  

Both vision and purpose are  
necessary to see their establishment! 

 

November 24 
Nehemiah 6:1-3,10-12,15-16 

Diversions can prevent us from 
establishing the ministries of the Lord.  

As we offer our focus and commitment 
the Lord guides us for his glory. 

 

November 27 
Thanksgiving Eve 

Nehemiah 8:1-2,9-12 
What a wonderful way to begin our 

Thanksgiving by gathering with one 
another to share about God’s care.  

God’s Word sustains us even as  
does the bread we eat.  

                             

Worship Schedule 

/Pastor Martin 



Operation Christmas Child 

Missions 
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On October 16th, the MOPS were blessed to have a 
representative from Operation Christmas Child speak to 
them.  She was a recipient of a Christmas box as a child 
in her war-torn country. Because of the sensitive area 
she’s from, she was not at liberty to state 
the name of her home country. She and her 
family were the only Christians in her 
village and were ostracized for it. They also 
suffered economically. The family shared 
one toothbrush and her mother would boil 
it between uses. Her parents had great 
faith and told her to trust in God.  

Their greatest need and desire was to 
have a radio to listen to news and Christian 
radio channels. Her family prayed fervently for a     
radio.  She also wished for school supplies and a toy to 
play with.  

One magical day in December, Christian families 
were called to their church for a surprise. The children 
all received a Christmas box from OCC.  She said their 
church was a drab place with no color, so the boxes were 
shocking with all their vibrant colors.  Inside the box she 
received was a beanie baby which she treasured.  She 
also received a decorated pencil and was amazed, she 

never knew pencils could be decorated with 
graphics. And she received her own 
toothbrush!  Her box also had a Slinky but she 
didn’t know what it was, so she wore it as a 
bracelet!  One day she was heading downstairs 
and dropped it and had that ah-ha moment as 
it slinked down the steps.  But the best gift of 

all was a small radio. The family was 
stunned that out of all the thousands 
of boxes going out around the world, 
hers had a radio. 

      Nine years ago she and her family 
were able to come to the United 
States and settled in North Carolina. 
Miracles continued as she discovered 
an Operation Christmas Child 
headquarters near her. She got to see 

it and now works for them. 

MOPS has committed to buying supplies 
for 20 boxes for the 2-4 age group.  If you’d like 
to help, please consider donating $9 to cover 
the shipping costs and a follow-up Bible study 
program for the recipients. They also received 
30 extra boxes for Northkirk to fill.  You may 
pick one up at the back of the church.  Please 
drop off boxes at the church between 
November 17 and 24.          - Teri Smits, MOPS 

OCC National Collection Week is November 17 - 25 

On Tuesday, October 29th, Valerie Carney, MOPS co-
coordinator opened her home to all MOPS moms and 
their children for fun Halloween activities. There was 
a playdough table, snack table, pin-the-face on the 
pumpkin game, and a ghost craft. The kids had a ball 
playing with each other and showing off their 
costumes. The moms loved visiting with each other 
(as best they could!) and one wise mom brought a box 
of coffee from Starbucks. The party concluded with 
trick or treating around the street with moms holding 
buckets of candy. A few kids caught on to the trick or 
treat thing quickly and made several repeat trips! 
Moms posted pictures of their kids asleep in their car 
seats on the ride home.  
    - Teri Smits 

Moppet’s Celebrate Halloween 
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 “Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God.”    - Hebrews 13:16  

Stocking Caps and Scarves Needed 

Once again the Prayer Shawl + Ministry is knitting and 
crocheting caps and scarves for the needy.  Last year 
they donated over 100 hats and scarves to the 
homeless.  They are hoping to have their first batch 
finished by November 24th before the cold weather 
sets in. 

The group has chosen Pacific Lifeline as their first 
donation recipient.  Pacific Lifeline is a shelter for 
women and their children. 

If you know how to knit or crochet, the group 
could use your help in creating more caps and 
scarves.  Don’t worry if they’re not perfect, the 
recipients are very grateful for the warm clothing.   
The group has simple patterns for both knitting 
and crocheting. 

The group would also be grateful for 
monetary donations to purchase more yarn for 
their projects.   If you have yarn you would like to 
donate, the group can use it as long as it is a soft 
yarn, they can’t use the scratchy yarn from 20 
years ago.  Please see Emily Sholz, Sharon 
Hayden  or Diane Atherton with questions. 

Missions 

Walk Out of the Darkness 
On November 2nd many people from Northkirk will be 
walking, or sponsoring walkers, to support the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  When 
you walk in or support the Walk, you join the effort 
with hundreds of thousands of people across the 
nation to raise awareness and funds that allow AFSP to 
invest in new research, create educational programs, 
advocate for public policy, and support survivors of 
suicide loss. 

Northkirk’s team is small but they set a large goal -
to raise $2500 for AFSP.  As of the date of this 
publication, Team “Friends of Michael A” has raised 
$2,575!  They are ranked 7th in the nation in donations 
raised, and 3rd in the Inland Empire Walk!  That is an 
amazing accomplishment for the team members and 
all of their supporters.  Many of our lives have been 
touched by friends and family members who suffer 
from mental illness.  Fortunately, research has 
produced better medications, education and forms of 
counseling that help reduce the loss of life due to 
suicide.  But more needs to be done.  You can still sign 
up for the Walk.   You can register at the event up until 
the Walk starts at 9:30 am.  The Walk is being held at 
the Epicenter in Rancho Cucamonga.   
If you’re unable to participate in the 
walk, you can make a donation on the 
team’s website, or you can write a 
check to Northkirk Presbyterian 
Church and write “Walk out of 
Darkness” in the memo.   Donations 
will be accepted up until November 
30th. 

Tragically in 2017, Michael 
Allbaugh lost his struggle with mental 
illness.  We walk on November 2nd to give hope and 

comfort for families and friends who have been 
affected by mental illness. 

A huge thanks to Northkirk’s team 
members:  Diane Atherton, Tim Atherton, Dean 
Collins, Ed Rugh and Martin Smith and all of 
the people of Northkirk who donated.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A16&version=ESV


 

 

 

 
Beverly Wiltse - The Elks Ladies 
There are numerous opportunities in our 
community to serve others, and many in our 
congregation love giving of their time.  One such 
person is Beverly Wiltse.   Beverly has been active 
in the Ontario Elks Ladies for many years.    

The Elks Ladies have sponsored many 
fundraisers throughout the years to raise money 
for worthy causes, such as a tea with a fashion 
show and Bunco, which is coming up on November 
16.  Ask Beverly if you are interested in purchasing 
presale tickets for $20.  See the ad below for more 
information.  Beverly says it is a lot of fun and the 
money goes for great causes! 

Some of the proceeds of the Elks Ladies 
fundraising efforts have gone towards purchasing 
backpacks and school supplies for children with 
special needs, providing presents for under 
privileged kids at Christmas, purchasing 
undergarments and shoes for low-income 
community members, and sending care boxes to 
military members.  If you know of an active 
military member who would like to receive a care 
box, please let Beverly know.  Thank you Beverly 
for your kindness! 

Debbie Bruce - TOUCH Ministries 

Debbie Bruce is another charitable person who 
loves serving others. She volunteers for Touched 
Ones United for Creating Hope.  TOUCH Ministries 
is an outreach-based ministry that reaches the 
homeless and needy throughout the Inland Empire. 
The focus of TOUCH is on short term intervention-
oriented programs that will lead to long-term 
solutions for those they serve. 
 Delivering food, clothing, medical and spiritual 
guidance are just a few of the services offered by 
TOUCH.  They fill backpacks with love and deliver 
them to those in need of "A Hand Up" and not just 
"A Hand Out". 
 Debbie volunteers for the food program. She is 
there at 7:00 am every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday morning to physically unload trucks of 
donated food. After unloading the trucks, she helps 
set up the food in an assembly line and passes out 
food to the public.  Each person pays $5 to go 
through the line and receives around $50 or more 
worth of groceries. The groceries consist of frozen 
meat, fresh vegetables, milk, bakery items, etc., it 
varies depending on what the trucks bring in. Some 
of the customers are low-income families who need 
the extra groceries to make ends meet, some are 
homeless, and some are people just taking 
advantage of low-cost food. Whatever the case, 
Debbie and the other volunteers are there every 
week diligently passing out food. After all of the 
public has received their food, the volunteers can 
take whatever leftover food they want. Debbie said 
that many of the volunteers are really in need of 
extra assistance too. 
 There is also a fun, free children’s ministry while 
the adults are getting their food. The fourth 
Saturday of each month, at 1:00 pm, volunteers 
either cook or cater a meal for the public. They also 
raffle off bikes, hotel vouchers, or other items and 
set out clothes to give away.  
 TOUCH is always looking for volunteers. If you 
have some free time or are part of another group 
that is looking for service opportunities, they could 
really use you. Or if you know someone who could 
use TOUCH’s services please refer them to the 
information listed above.  You inspire us, Debbie! 

219 W. Belmont Street 
(in back parking lot) 

Ontario, CA  91760  

(909) 682-5474    
    

Food Program - M, W, F  
9:30 am - 10:50 am 
Bring your own bags, carts  
or wagon 
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Spotlight  
on Serving Others 

See Beverly Wiltse if interested. 



 

 

Going on around Northkirk . . . 
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Painting Class a Success 

Painting on reclaimed wood is a very 
popular activity these days.  On October 
12th,  Chris Maitlen and Diane Atherton 
shared their tips and techniques to create 
some beautiful wall hangings and signs.  
Twenty-three Northkirk members, family 
and friends had the opportunity to bring 
out their creative side and make something 
they could take home and be proud of.   

Some of the participants in the class 
painted old country churches, while others 
painted messages or Bible verses that were 
meaningful to them.  There was a small fee 
for the class that covered the cost of the 
wood and all materials needed to make the 
masterpieces.  The money in excess of 
materials was donated to the church’s 
garden fund. 

Since many attenders asked for 
another class to make Christmas décor, 
Chris and Diane will be hosting another 
class on December 8, from 9:30 - 12:00.  
The projects for the event will be wooden 
Christmas tree ornaments and various 
Christmas themed signs and paintings.  If 
you would like to attend the next class, 
RSVP to the church office at 
northkirkoffice@northkirk.org or call     
909-989-4919.  Feel free to bring your 
friends and family! 

The high winds on Sunday, October 27th 
took down a huge branch from the 
Sycamore tree in the playground.   The 
branch  took a few tiles off the roof of the 
Christian Ed. building and landed on the 
fence around the playground.  Quite a 
bit of the fence was damaged.  A couple 
of large branches were ripped off and 
were stuck in the tree.   For safety 
reasons the tree trimmers had to make a 
scary climb up there to get the branches 
down.  

Winds Whip Through  
the Playground 
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Children’s  
Corner 

Sunday school 
helpers needed!  

 

If you are 18 or older and would be willing to 
assist a Sunday School teacher we need you! By 
law we are required to have two adults in each 
Sunday School classroom .  The helpers do not 
need to be involved in lesson planning, just 
commit to assisting once a month and be an extra 
pair of hands.  

Help share the love of Jesus with our young 
people!  

November’s Sunday  
School Theme: 

Being Thankful 

 Bring a Friend to Sunday     
    School the Last Sunday of  
          the Month! 

 

 Fun activities that   
 tie in with the  
 month’s lesson or  
 season. 
 

 On November 24 we will 
 be doing fun  
 Thanksgiving activities! 

Lost & Found Basket 

Please check the Lost & Found 
Basket frequently to see if 
anything belonging to you has 
been placed there. 
 
Everything that has been in it for 
over a month will be donated to 
Goodwill. 

 

Ask  
Emily 

Thanksgiving is quickly approaching, 

what are some tips to cut down on 

meal prep time? 
 
When opening a can of cranberry jelly or pumpkin 
pie filling, open the top and then poke a small hole 
into the bottom of the can.  The jelly or pumpkin 
will slide out perfectly.  This tip also works with 
cans of refried beans, tomato paste, or any canned 
ingredient that is thick.  Be sure to poke the hole 
over your kitchen sink or a bowl so any juices don't 
drip on the floor.  

Save your little plastic bags from the grocery 
store when you purchase produce.  When cooking 
chicken, fish or meats that come with a soaker 
pad, toss the soaker pad in one of the plastic bags 
along with any discards and close tightly.  Then 
toss the bag and all into the garbage.  This keeps 
your trash can from stinking.   

I also use plastic bags when I am doing my 
food prep, all the discards go into the bag and then 
I toss it in the garbage.  This saves me a few 
steps.    
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Ask 
Ed 
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Karen’s 

Fall 
Gardening 

What’s the Deal with Nightshade Vegetables? 

Library  
Corner 
November is the month for 

giving thanks for our rich 

harvest. Many of you have 

been gardening all year and have harvested 

your “crops”.  Did you know our church 

library has a shelf full of gardening 

resources? There is a series from the 

American Horticultural Society 

Encyclopedia of Gardening with topics such 

as Lawns, Trees, Tomatoes, Container 

Gardening and more. We have a Western 

Garden book, Fresh Flowers, A Country 

Garden for Your Backyard and more. Get 

your green thumb ready and visit our 

library.  If you don’t have space for a garden 

at home, we do!   Karen’s Garden out behind 

the classrooms has raised beds ready for 

someone to grow crops or flowers.   See Ed 

Rugh or call the office if you’d like to 

“adopt” a garden bed.                    

                                                 - Teri Smits 

Nightshades are a botanical family of foods and spices 
that contain chemical compounds called alkaloids.   
 
Common nightshades include: 

• Tomatoes 
• Tomatillos 
• Potatoes, white and red (but not sweet potatoes) 
• Eggplant 
• Bell peppers, chili peppers 
• Spices sourced from peppers, any red spices like 

cayenne 
• Paprika 
• Tobacco 
• Goji berries 
• Ashwaganda 

 
Many of these vegetables are highly nutritious diet 

staples in many cultures.  Some of are actually fruits 
according to Steven Gundry. Iin his book, the Plant 
Paradox, he lists zucchini, tomatoes, bell peppers, 
eggplant, and a pickle as all fruits!  Nightshade 
vegetables seem like healthy, nutrient-dense additions 
to any diet. The tomato is known as a cancer fighter, 
bell peppers are commended for their nutrient density, 
and eggplant is a common low carb swap. However, 
not everyone can tolerate nightshade vegetables and 
many deal with inflammation and aggravation of 
chronic illness such as joint issues, digestive symptoms 
(IBS), rheumatoid arthritis, autoimmune disease 
(Hashimoto’s, graves, etc.), and other inflammatory 
diseases as a result of eating nightshades. 

Not having an obvious reaction to an 
inflammatory food is common, and doesn’t necessarily 
mean it’s not inflammatory for you. What can happen 
is that our body can be so inflamed that we just don’t 
notice the nuances anymore. That’s why elimination 
diets like the autoimmune protocol are the gold 
standard for nailing down food intolerance as they 
allow your body the chance to anti-inflame so you can 
actually determine whether or not you have a reaction 
when you reintroduce the food. 

Bottom line, do reintroduce nightshades, but it 
really just depends. It may not be in the cards for 
everyone, but there certainly is hope! Following an 
elimination protocol that allows for healing, and slowly 

reintroduce them, and pay attention to how you 
feel.  I know if I eat them raw my digestive 
system is upset, but if I cook the tomatoes or the 
peppers, I’m okay.  The rest are off limits for me!  
LOL 

https://unboundwellness.com/nightshades/ 
Steven R. Gundry, MD, The Plant Paradox 

https://unboundwellness.com/nightshades/
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Mary Lee 
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Walk Out of the 
Darkness  

3 

 

Pastor Martin 

 

 

4 

 

Ruth Lee 

5 

 

Chris & Les 

Maitlen 

6 

 

Mat Matthews 

7 

 

Connor & 

Megan  

McQuerrey 

8 

 

Margaret 

Merhoff 

9 
 

Boy Scout  
Troop 634 

10 

Calvary Pres. 

Feed the  

Hungry  

Program 

11 

 

Nancy & Eric 

Michalski 

12 

 

Marion & Steve  

Mildon 

13 

 

Trudy & David 

Milne 

14 

 

Ruben Miranda 

15 

 

Cathy Moody 

16 
 

NK Writer’s 
Group 

17 

 

Operation 

Christmas Child 

18 

 

Lily Pyu 

19 

 

Lee & Nancy 

Rash 

20 

 

Mark & Pam 

Rock 

21 

 

Ed Rugh 

22 

 

Winnie Sage 

23 
 

Pacific Lifeline 
domestic  

violence victims 

 24 

 

MOPS & 

Moppets 

25 

 

Aline Sardao 

26 

 

Emily & Bill 

Scholz 

27 

 

Sue & Guy 

Sharra 

28 

 

Yoshimi Shin 

29 

 

Pam Sickman 

30 
 

Inland Valley 
Hope Partners 

 
 

       

November Prayer Calendar 

During the month of 
November, Northkirk is 
collecting Dried Beans for 
the Sova food bank.   Sova is 
the Ontario branch of 
Inland Valley Hope 
supportive services. 

Deacon of the Month 
Pilar Yarur  (909)224-0791 

Sova Program Center 
 904 E. California Street 
 Ontario, CA  91761 
 Hours:   Monday - Thursday 
          9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Tis the Season to Give 

Giving Tuesday 
Kick off the season of gift giving with a 
charitable donation to Hope Partners 
on Tuesday, December 3rd.  This year 
Hope Partners has decided to use 
Giving Tuesday to collect baby wipes, 
toilet paper and travel sized hygiene items for our 
homeless bags.  They will collect these itmes on Giving 
Tuesday at our administration offices at 
  1753 N. Park Ave. 
  Pomona 
 
Or you can make a monetary donation at  
 
 www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 
 

Any monetary donation made on this day will go 
toward the purchase of these items.  This global day of 
philanthropy directly follows Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday.  They look forward to seeing how you give back 
this Giving Tuesday! 

8 



 

Page 9 

  

 
 
All events are held at the church unless 
otherwise noted below or on calendar 
 
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cucamonga 
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405. 
 
Bible Study at 6:30 am  Coco’s on Haven and Baseline, 
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977 
 
Prayer Shawl Plus  693 Ocean View Ct.. Upland 
Contact:  Emily Scholz (909)210-3920 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 
Joyce Brand 11/1 
Nancy Rash 11/1 
Priscilla Flores 11/18 
Allison Burgess 11/24 
Ed Rugh 11/25 
 

Happy Anniversary!  
  
None that we know of - - if we are 
missing your anniversary, please 
let the church office know. 
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   1 
Children’s Group 

7:30 pm 
 

Youth Ministry 
7:30 pm 

 

2 
 

Walk Out of the 
Darkness 
(AFSP) 

9:00 

3 
 

Bible St. 8:30 am 
Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

 
 

4 5 
 

Election Polling in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Prayer Partners 

9 am 
Committee Mtg. 

7 pm 

6 
Men’s Bible Study 

6:30 am 
MOPS 9 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band  
7:30 pm  

MWA Mtg. 8:30 pm 

7 
Stewardship/Finance 

Mtg. 7 pm 

8 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

9 
 
 

10 
 

Bible St. 8:30 am 
 Worship  9:30 am 
 3D  Group 11 am 

 

 Youth Worship  
 11:45 am 

11 
 

12 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
Deacon’s Mtg.  

7 pm 

13 
Men’s Bible Study 

6:30 am 
Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band 7:30 pm  
Pastor’s Bible Study 

7 pm 

14 
 

Prayer Shawls 
1:30 pm 

15 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

16 
 

Presbytery  
Meeting 9:30 am 

17 
 

 Bible St. 8:30 am 
 Worship  9:30am 
 3D  Group 11 am 

 

 Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

18 19 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
Session Mtg.  

7 pm 

20 
Men’s Bible Study 

6:30 am 
MOPS 9 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band  
7:30 pm  

 

21 
 
 

22 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

23 
 
 

24 
 

Bible St. 8:30 am 
 Worship  9:30 am 
 3D  Group 11 am 

 

 Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

25 
 

26 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
 

27 
 

Thanksgiving 
Eve Service 

7 pm 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 
 

30 
 

Michelle Gramata & 
Chris Campbell’s 

Wedding 
 

Hanging of the 
Greens  
5 pm 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



Treasurer’s Report  
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Operational Budget Sept. Sept. Year to Date Year to Date 

  Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Giving/Receipts  $16,499.36  $16,375.53  $148,494.19  $158,616.13  

Expenses  $26,689.73   $25,556.69  $240,207.21  $237,325.85 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -$10,190.37 -$9,382.69 -$91,713.02 -$78,709.67 

Treasurer’s Report as of Sept. 30, 2019 
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

Electronic Giving Accounts 

events@northkirk.org 
mops@northkirk.org 
giving@northkirk.org  
theatre@northkirk.org 
loveoffering@northkirk.org 

These may be used with Zelle, Apple Pay, PayPal.  
Currently mops@northkirk.org can be used 
with Venmo, the other accounts can not. 
 

The net operating deficit is subsidized by 
investment funds.   The session has budgeted 
$122,284.15 to be withdrawn from our 
investments this year.  So far, we have withdrawn 
$78,800 which is 64% of the budgeted amount.  

September was Stewardship Month.  Pledge 
cards and letters were distributed.  If you have not 
turned in your pledge card, you can still do so, by 
either sending the card in to the office, putting it 
in the collection plate, or giving it to Thomas 
Emick, our Financial Secretary.   In November the 
session will be constructing our 2020 budget and 
uses the pledge amounts to configure our 
expenses.  Please consider the expenses for our 

church.  Every month we average expenses of 
$25,000.00.  We can’t continue to withdraw 
from our investments, they should be spent on 
capital items and not day-to-day items.  Please 
do as the Lord leads you.   

If anyone has questions regarding our 
budget, bank balances or investments, please 
contact the church office at 909-989-4919 and 
your questions will be forwarded to our church 
treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/
finance team  

Delicious Harvest Feast  
Many people contributed delicious soup, bread 
and desserts to make this harvest feast a tasty 
celebration!   

The fellowship hall was packed with good 
food and good conversation.  An informal poll 
taken deduced that the tastiest soup in the room 
was the chicken enchilada soup made by Emily 
Scholz’s friend Barbara.  Barbara said the soup 
got  its delicious flavor from the butternut 
squash she added to the recipe.  Both the soup 
and the squash were prepared in an Instant Pot.  
Barbara said cooking in her Instant Pot is really 
easy and involves very little prep time. 

The fellowship committee would like to 
thank everyone who donated food to help make 
the feast successful.  If you missed out on this 
year’s feast, don’t worry, we will have it again 
next year!   



 

 

October Session Highlights 

Pastor’s Report 
• An interest has been expressed to start a senior 

fellowship/social group/Bible study group.  A 
meeting will be held on November 10th after 
worship service for anyone interested in 
participating in and/or organizing the group’s 
activities. 

Committee Reports 
 
Christian Ed 
• Sunday Fun Day – Need to promote more. 
• Advent Book needs to be decided upon.   
 
Facilities and Grounds 
• Asphalt repair outside office - on hold for 

funds 
• Repair of fire October 26th and November 2 

replace floors in Classroom 3 & 4 with donated 
flooring 

• ID church to use the sanctuary on Saturdays  
6-10 pm beginning November 2nd with 
appropriate increase in use fees.   

• R4C rent increase to $1000/month  
 
Fellowship and Membership 
• Pastor Appreciation Sunday - cake 
• Harvest Feast - Invited R4C to attend. 
 
Missions 
• Persecuted Christians Mission:  Because of 

concerns regarding previously promoted 
charity, the committee will find another 
mission to support. 

• Operation Christmas Child materials have 
been ordered. 
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Music, Worship and Arts 
• Vocal and Bell Choir performances on 

November 3 and 17 
• Christmas Program - December 21 
• Artistic Christmas Concert will be December 8, 

featuring a jazz band.  There will be a suggested 
donation for this event. 

 
Stewardship and Finance 
• $202 earned from IHOP fundraiser. 
• Stewardship Cards received thus far show 

$103,600 pledged for 2020 vs. $118,000 
pledged for 2019.  Pledge cards are still coming 
in. 

• Church Treasurer submitted budget worksheets 
to Session committee chairs. The S/F 
committee is asking for the committees to 
attempt to reduce their budgets from 2019 
levels where possible. 

 

Personnel 
• Increase custodial work hours to accommodate 

the increase in building rental usage. 
• Wage increases to be implemented next week 

for two employees. 
• Year end bonuses suggested for two employees 
• Sexual harassment training is being researched 

as per the law.   
 
Clerk’s Report 
• Attendance Statistics for September 2019 

• Attendance for Sunday Worship averaged        
• Adults 60 
• Attendance for Youth            1  
• Attendance for Children              4  
Current Members on Roll  88 

In Memory of Paul Sage 

I am reminded of one of our favorite songs 
“Something Wonderful, Something Marvelous: 
 
For me that was Paul. 
As he was a wonderful brother -in-law and a good 
friend. 
 
We read Proverbs 27:17 where Solomon wrote 
“As iron sharpens iron, so man sharpens another.” 
 
Paul, in my relationship with him, sharpened me with 
his skill as a counselor and mentor.  He was always 
there when needed. 

 
Marvelous 
He was a terrific husband to my sister.  He truly 
loved and cared for her and her children and 
grandchildren as he did his own children and 
grandchildren. 
 
I was blessed with a package deal having Paul 
Sage as my brother-in-law! 
 
Now may I say dear brother, 
Happy Trails to you as you continue on your 
eternal journey with Jesus. 
 

    - Alan Wissing 
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