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“It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and
the sheep of His pasture.”
Psalm 100:3
Have you ever heard someone described as a “self-made
person”? The idea is grounded in the goals, work and perseverance of
an individual who becomes successful. Consider for a moment, how
would such a person celebrate Thanksgiving? The very idea of giving
thanks is based in recognizing that others have assisted us. Can it
really be said that anyone is self-made?
Of course each of us has been the recipient of care which have
sustained us and more. Our memorial celebration of pilgrims and
Native Americans giving thanks invites us also to reflect on how we
have arrived to this day of our life. The third verse of Psalm 100
reminds us to consider that our very life is the work of our loving God.
With boldness, the verse asserts that we are truly self-made but
rather each created uniquely, yet in God’s beautiful image. What do
you enjoy? Family gatherings? A heart-warming story of hope? Going
for walks with loved ones? Every good enjoyment we experience first
came to be by the hand of the Lord who crafted each of us. We might
be tempted to be dissatisfied with our person, but our enjoyment of the
things we love is a reminder that the Lord is good to give us each our
own life.
Not only have we been graciously gifted with life, but we have
also been nurtured each and every day. Maybe past or recent days
have been hard. Yet this psalm’s verse reminds us that our loving
Good Shepherd ever cares for us and promises a good future. Our
nurture comes by those the Lord created who have raised us, taught
us, rescued us in dire times, fed us, made us laugh, pushed us to
accomplish achievements, as well as those for whom we have served
reciprocally. Every interaction and every event has been watched over
by Jesus who treasures us.
In advance of our Thanksgiving Eve service I invite you to think
about God’s gift of life, eternal life, those who have been a gift to you
and the circumstances that have nurtured you. It is a wonder that we
find ourselves here today with yet a promised future.
Indeed the Lord is good! Let us bring our thanksgiving
and praise!
Pastor Martin

November
Worship Schedule
November 4
2 Chronicles 20:5-15
When Jehoshaphat had overwhelming
enemies at the borders, he called
Judah to seek the Lord by fasting.
Good servant leaders turn to the Lord
in their fear and need.
November 11
1Kings 21:1-4,15-19
Power can also be understood as
responsibility. When God calls us to
serve or lead others we have
responsibility or power. The faithful
servant ensures others
in their care are protected.
November 18
2 Kings 22:8,11-13,
23:1-2, 4, 10, 19-22
Change is difficult. Change is risky.
But there are times when change is
necessary. Josiah’s life shows us
how faithful servant leaders reform
for the good of all.
November 21
Thanksgiving Eve
Psalm 100
How has the Lord been kind to you?
To be thankful requires our reflection
and then yields sincere thanksgiving
and trust for tomorrow.
November 25
2Kings 24:10-16, 25:2-30
When we have lost good things, we
can be tempted in anger to lash out
against others. Yet the faithful servant
leaders Jesus desires seek
peace even in difficult times.
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Community Events
Out of the Darkness Walk—November 10th
“Each year, suicide claims more lives than war, murder, and natural disasters combined.
Yet suicide prevention doesn't receive anywhere near the funding as other leading causes of death. It's
up to Walkers like us to make a difference.
Together we can change the conversation about mental health and put a stop to this tragic loss of life. “
AFSP
Date: Saturday, November 10th
Location: Upland Memorial Park - Upland, CA
Walker Check-In/Registration Time: 9:00am - 10:00am
Resource Fair & Survivor Activities Start: 9:00am
Opening Ceremony Begins: 10:00am
Event Ends: 12:00pm
For more information, please contact:
Name: AFSP Inland Empire & Desert Cities Chapter
Phone: #855-869-AFSP (2377)
Email: jvanderstad@afsp.org

Northkirk to be a Poling Place
Tuesday, November 6th is Election Day. Our facility
has been chosen to be a polling place again. People in
our community will be stopping in to cast their votes, so
we want to be sure the facility is looking it’s best. If you
see anything that needs attention, please call or email
the church office on Monday.

Reminder—Don’t Forget to Fall Back!
Don’t forget to change your clocks back one
hour on Saturday, November 3rd, before you
go to bed.
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Otherwise you could be an hour early for
church. If you are, you might be put to work!
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Northkirk Events
Harvest Feast—October 28th
Our second annual Harvest Feast was well attended and
everyone had a good time. In fact, they had such a good time,
they forgot to take pictures!
The food was great, the conversation was good and the
decorations were beautiful!
This was a great time to give thanks for our blessings and to celebrate the pouring in
of the Whole-Heart Offering pledges dedicated during our worship service. Thank you
to all who participated and contributed to this fun event!

Coming Up in December
Hanging of the Greens—December 1st!
We will begin the month of December by preparing our
sanctuary for the Advent Season. Join us as we decorate, share a
potluck meal and watch movies together.
The children will watch “The Muppets Christmas Carol” and the adults
will watch “The Man Who Invented Christmas”. Both movies are
connected to our Advent Bible Study as they are centered around the classic Christmas
tale “A Christmas Carol”. Come join in the fun and get in the Christmas spirit with the
Northkirk family.

Northkirk Christmas Program—Dec. 16th at 4 pm
Mark your calendars for Northkirk’s Christmas program! This year it
will be a little different from previous years. The choir will still sing
and a brass ensemble will perform. But what’s new is that the children
of the MOPS moms (the moppets) will be singing some Christmas
songs which they are practicing during MOPS meetings. Then every3
one will get a chance to sing in a “sing-a-long” of Christmas carols.
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Session Highlights
1. Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Micah 6:7-8. God may forgive us, but we never really
forgive ourselves—which impacts how we worship and how we walk with the Lord. It’s more important
how we respond today than how we hold onto the past. Just start living rightly today. Love and show
kindness, mercy and grace toward other people; and walk with God through the hours of the day.
2. The Pastor’s report:
 Pastor asked “How do we grow at Northkirk? Rather than taking on additional ministries, how can we
become more effective servants in those we already have, i.e., weekly worship preparation, Deacon
ministries, prayer shawl ministry, prayer partners, Sunday School teachers, youth ministry, Bible study
groups, bridging with MOPS families, building awareness of care for mentally depressed and suicidal,
maintaining our campus.
 Several motions were made and passed during the Pastor’s report:
To use “The Redemption of Scrooge” for the congregational Advent study and Sunday themes.
To show the film, “The Man Who Invented Christmas” after Hanging of the Greens for the adults
and “The Muppet Christmas Carol” for the children.
Called congregational meeting for Sunday, December 9, following worship to vote on the pastor’s
2019 salary package (required by IRS before new year).
Called annual congregational meeting for Sunday, January 13, 2019, following worship to review
2018 activity and present the 2019 budget.
3. Team reports included:
 Christian Education is discussing search for another youth leader with Tom Tui’s resignation the end of
October. A motion to approve fall Sunday School teachers passed: Alex Hernandez, Riley Mohlenkamp,
Jacob Stahl, Lazaro Silva, and Pilar Yarur.
 Facilities & Grounds reported forward progress on HVAC replacement, bids for classroom flooring, and
memorial garden plans. The October work party went well.
 Membership/Fellowship presented the names of six individuals to be moved to inactive rolls, which
Session approved.
 Mission and Evangelism: Session members were asked to bring recommendations on how to use our
portion of the 2018 Peacemaking offering.
 Music, Worship and Arts presented its fall/winter schedule of special events which begins with
Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 21, at 7:30 p.m.
 Budget worksheets were distributed to Session members for completion and submission to the
Treasurer to be compiled for discussion at the November meeting.
Average Sunday worship attendance for September 2018 included 57 Adults, 1 Youth,
and 3 Children.
4

Carol Entler, Clerk of Session
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Opportunities to Serve
Christian Education, Chair: Paula Emick
Sunday School teacher
Small group leader or participant
Friday evening Youth ministry or Children’s ministry
Summer movie nights

Facilities and Grounds, Chair: Ronn Campbell

Monthly Saturday work parties, watch for announcements. Installation and/or
repair of inside and outside equipment, general maintenance, Deep cleaning
events (pews, carpets, classrooms, etc. Planting, pruning, harvesting.

Membership/Fellowship, Chair: Diane Atherton

Providing Sunday fellowship refreshments (advance signups requested)
Providing setup, cleanup, and food for special events
Staffing the “name tag” table on the first Sunday of the month.
Helping with special church events.

Missions & Evangelism, Co-Chairs: Lazaro Silva & Pam Sickman
Prepare sanctuary for special offerings,
Coordinate any Mission Events
Help with MOPS (Cynthia Alvarez)
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus (Sharon Hayden)

Stewardship/Finance,
Chair: Dan Beauvais

Offering counters
Trained annual financial reviewer

Music, Worship, and Arts,
Co-Chairs: Dean Collins & Grace Gonzales
Ushers & Openers/Closers,
Worship Assistants and Alter Guild
Vocal Choir: Wed. at 6 pm, Praise Band: Wed. at 7 pm.

We still have an opening for a Presbytery Meeting Representative, which can be a prior ruling
5
elder. If interested call Pastor Martin.
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Prayer Calendar
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
James Beagle

2
Dan &
Evelyn
Beauvais

3
Boy Scout
Troop 634

8

9

10

Alberto
Carreras &
Amore

Mena Cho

4
Treesa Drake
(Nursery
Attendant)

5
Joyce Brand

6
Allison
Burgess

7
The Campbell
family

11

12

13

14

15

16

The Elders

The Collins
family

Catherine
Crook

Mohini
Crowther

Violeta
De Leon

Tom & Paula
Emick

18

19

20

21

22

23

The Deacons

Carol Entler

Dick & Kay
Gilbert

The Gonzales
family

Ed Hambly III

Flo Hambly

25

26

27

28

29

30

Emily Scholz
(Treasurer)

Sharon
Hayden

Alex
Hernandez

Patricia
Huntsman

Tom
Huntsman

The Jacob
family

The Memorial Garden
1st Step—Planting an Olive Tree

Darel and
Joretta Griffin
6

R4C Church

17
Pres. of
Riverside

24
Synod of
So. Cal &
Hawaii
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November 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
1

***Please note:
Northkirk
Fellowship Hall
will be a polling
place all day on
November 6th.
4

5

12

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am 3D Group
Last Day to turn in
Gift Boxes

19

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am 3D Group

8

9 am Prayer
Partners**

6:30 am Bible
Study***
9 am MOPS

1:30 pm
Prayer Shawl

2

3
9 am Campus
Work Day
Reminder:
Change your
clocks back
1 hour at bedtime

26

15

16

17

1:30 pm
Prayer Shawl
Ministry +

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
7:30 pm ESL

9 am NK Writers

21

22

23

24

6:30 am—Bible
Study ***

Office Closed

Office Closed

29

30

6 pm Choir
7 pm Praise Band

14

9 am Prayer
Partners**

7 pm Session
27
9 am Prayer
Partners**

10

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group

6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
6 pm Choir
7 pm Praise Band

20

9
7 pm ESL
Bible Study

Ministry +

13

9 am Prayer
Partners**

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am 3D Group

8:30 am Bible Study

7

7 pm Deacons
Meeting

8:30 am Bible Study

25

6

7 pm Team
Meetings
***

Inter Nat’l Day of Prayer

18

SATURDAY

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
with communion
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am 3D Group

11

FRIDAY

7 pm Wed.
Bible Study

6pm Choir
7:30 pm
Thanksgiving

Eve Service
28
6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
6 pm Choir
7pm Praise Band
7pm Wed Bible

Study

1:30 pm
Prayer Shawl
Ministry +

7:30 pm
Children's
Group

Mark your
calendar for 12/1
Hanging of the
Greens at 5pm
with potluck &
movies!

All events are held at the church unless otherwise noted:
**Prayer Partners, Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park, #49,
contact Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405
*** Early Risers’ Bible Study, Coco’s on Haven/Baseline,
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977
****Prayer Shawl Ministries Plus,
Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park #40,
contact Sharon Hayden for entry code 909-972-5186

Joyce Brand 11/1
Nancy Rash 11/1
Sharon Peart 11/12
7
Ed Rugh 11/25
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Missions
Community Missions
Food of the Month: Dried Beans
During the month of November, we’ll collect dried beans for the SOVA
food bank. These food donations are used to help feed people in our
community that otherwise wouldn’t have enough food to feed their
families. Thank you Norm Balders for delivering the food donations at
the end of each month.

Karen’s Garden
Stop paying high prices for organic vegetables!
Grow your own in our community garden right here at
Northkirk! You don’t have to be a member to use it.
Contact Ed Rugh at erugh3@gmail.com to obtain a form to fill
out. Ed will let you know which plots are still available.

World Missions
Operation Christmas Child
Have you filled your shoe-boxes yet?
The last day to bring them to the church is November 11th.
Shoe-boxes and labels are on the back table along with instructions and helpful ideas.
Join the fun of picking out gifts for children in need around the world.
These children will hear the Good News of Jesus Christ and then
have an opportunity to attend a 12 week discipleship program.
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Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer’s Report by Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer
As of September 30, 2018
Operational
Budget

September
Budget

September
Actual

Year to Date Year to Date
Budget
Actual

Giving/Receipts

13,909.83

15,705.05

125,180.51 139,877.29

Expenses

25,438.96

24,335.05

229,253.21 203,335.99

Net Operating
Surplus/Deficit

-11,529.13

-8,630.00

-104,072.70 -63,458.70

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds. he session has budgeted $138,760.09
to be withdrawn from our investments this year. So far, we have withdrawn $55,516.16.
Our investments have taken a big hit and are down over $63,000. We are trying to minimize
withdrawals until the market stabilizes. This means we are minimizing expenses and only
spending on items that are absolutely needed. Everyone can help us get through this crisis by
keeping your pledges and offerings up to date.
If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please contact the
church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to
someone on the stewardship/finance team.
What a joy it was during our October 28th worship service when we collectively dedicated our
whole-heart giving intentions to the Lord! We were reminded that far and away the greatest gift
we offer Jesus is our life in discipleship as part of the Northkirk congregation. Walking alongside
one another through life encourages all of us, brings wisdom through our collective prayer, and
support for the challenging times we all experience. The only person in our congregation that
receives our whole-heart estimate-of-giving cards is our Financial Secretary, Tom Emick. This
position is entrusted with the confidentiality of each card. As an input to our Session elder
budget planning, Tom will provide only an aggregate total of our estimated congregational giving
to our Treasurer, Emily Scholz, and our Session. We give thanks to the Lord for all service,
prayer, and financial support given to honor God and to minister in Jesus’ name!
Pastor Martin
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Reflections
Standing Your Ground When Facing False Accusations
When we encounter dangers, our fight-or-flight response naturally kicks in. This response
has to be quick in order to get us out of trouble. In today’s devotion, I’d like to present here
a third option: to stand your ground.
A few years ago, I knew a young lady who was just hired by a hospital as a registered
nurse. One morning she arrived at work while still under probation, she received a “patient
abandonment” notice. The day before the hospital had assigned her to work overtime for
second shift, however, the office failed to contact her before she left, and did not get in
touch with her. Because she didn’t show up, the second shift supervisor
proceeded to write up an unsound report.
In patient care, patient abandonment is a serious accusation. This young lady could lose
her employment, and also face disciplinary action by the board, license suspension or revocation. Obviously she was quite frustrated! Why hadn’t the supervisor done an
investigation before writing her up? Instead of firing back at her supervisor, I advised the
young nurse to speak to her union rep and also seek legal help. It was critical to send the
hospital a message that she would firmly stand her ground to clear her name, but without
attacking the supervisor to maintain a future working relationship. A week later, the union
rep showed up with a legal letter, and the hospital management backed off and tore up the
patient abandonment notice in front of them!
Now, let’s take a look at how Jesus handled false accusation. In Matthew 27:11, when Pontius Pilate asked Jesus “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus replied, “You have said so.”
Then, Jesus did not say a word; he made no reply, not even to a single charge.
Jesus firmly stood his ground. He’s the king of the Jews, no more and no less. He did not
need to argue with the Roman governor nor with the Jewish elders and the chief priests. He
was who he was. He did not need to fight, he did not need to run, and Jesus took the third
option - he stood his ground to glorify God.
Let us pray. Our heavenly Father, let the Holy Spirit guide each of us to fully develop the
fruit of the Spirit as described in Galatians 5:22-23 to stand our ground. In your holy son Jesus’ name we pray, amen!
Reflection Questions:
1. Thinking back on the last time you were wrongfully accused at work, how would you handle it differently by displaying the fruit of the Spirit guided by the Holy Spirit?
2. How would you prepare yourself to handle false accusations in the future?
10
By Tom Tui
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Christian Education
All Church Advent Bible Study
Believe it or not, Advent is just around the corner! To help us welcome and enjoy
this wonderful time of year, Northkirk Church will embark on an Advent study
together titled "The Redemption of Scrooge" by Matt Rawle. Everyone enjoys
reading or watching the movie of Charles Dickens's "A Christmas Carol". Our
study delves into Scrooge's encounters of the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present
and Future and his ultimate redemption just in time for Christmas! This study
can be enjoyed on your own, or you can join a Bible Study group and delve into it
with others. Books will be available on November 11th. A donation of $12 is
requested to help pay the cost. Once you obtain your book, please read the first
chapter so we can discuss it in our small groups on the first week of December.

Bible Study Schedule
Sunday Morning Bible Study: meets at 8:30 am in room 5.
Contact Teri Smits at tsmitsmits@aol.com
3D Group: If you’d like to discuss Sunday’s sermon in more detail
meet in
Pastor Martin’s office at 11 am of the same morning. You can write
any questions you might have on the “Sermon Notes” section of the announcement
sheet.
Early Risers’ Bible Study meets at 6:30 every Wednesday morning for breakfast,
fellowship and Bible Study at Coco’s Restaurant at Haven & Baseline in Rancho
Cucamonga. Questions? contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net
Wednesday Evening Bible Study meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month
at 7 pm in Pastor Martin’s office.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus: meets at Sharon Hayden’s home on the 2nd & 4th
Thursday of each month. Get the entrance code from Sharon.
ESL Bible Study: meets every other Friday from 7-8 pm. This is a great Bible Study
for people who are learning English as a second language. Call Pastor Martin 11
or the
church office for more information.

