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As we now have the benefit of 
decreased COVID transmission and 
vaccine distribution, we’re thankful 
our worship gatherings have been 
restored to 50% of sanctuary capacity. 
After more than a year of sheltering for 
safety, our Sunday morning gatherings 
are exciting! And though we are still 
are practicing social distancing and 
mask-wearing, we are elated to come 
before the Lord 
together.  Sunday 
mornings are still 
different, yet the 
Lord remains 
our focus and 
hope. We can 
be confident 
that new forms 
of worship and 
ministry post-
COVID will be 
led by God’s 
goodness. 
      By God’s grace and care, the exiles 
in Babylon returned to Jerusalem 
to rebuild the temple and resume 
worship. They faced a massive 
rebuilding effort amidst adverse 
peoples that surrounded them in 
Jerusalem. Yet, they did not wait 
until the new, second temple was 
completely rebuilt in order to worship 
God. They called the congregation 
to worship even as the first stones of 
the foundation were laid. Challenges 
and adversity would continue 
throughout the rebuilding, but it 

was their gathering in worship that 
strengthened them to trust in God’s 
goodness and care. 
      Like these returning exiles, we 
also prepare well for worship. Our 
Lord is worthy of our preparation! 
We all prepare our hearts for worship 
and those that serve in our music 
ministry prepare as well. Music is 
a gift from God which moves our 

souls in joy and 
sincerity as we 
come before the 
Lord in worship. 
And we are slowly 
and carefully 
restoring our 
worship musicians 
and singers as our 
safety guidelines 
allow us. 
       Through 
this time of 
restoration, 

and whatever may become the 
new normal forms of our worship 
and ministry, our worship refrains 
strengthen us, “For He is good, for 
his steadfast love endures forever…” 
Rather than focusing upon what 
is different from our past worship, 
we must turn our eyes to the Lord’s 
eternal goodness and care for us. 
Because of these two blessings, 
the worship and service of Christ’s 
church will always be the Lord’s good 
light upon a hill! 

         “When the builders laid the 
foundation of the temple of the Lord, the 
priests…were stationed…with trumpets, 
and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with 
cymbals, according to the directions of 
King David of Israel; and they sang…  
praising and giving thanks to the Lord, 
“For He is good, for His steadfast love 
endures forever toward Israel.” 
                                  (Ezra 3:10-11)
                        

/Pastor Martin

Worship Schedule
May Sermon Series

May 2
Phil. 1:21-30

What motivates us 
collectively? There is a 

shared motivation that can 
strengthen our witness!

May 9
Phil 2:1-11

Christ Jesus had a consistent 
purpose in his life that drove 

his actions. We want to 
join the same.

May 16
Phil. 3:7-14

Every day is a chance to 
know Christ better. What 

does such a long term 
relationship yield?

May 23
Phil. 3:17-21

There is a way of living out 
of the good news of Christ. 
We can all learn this so that 

our living is a witness.

May 30
Guest Preacher

The Lord uses our guest 
preachers to reveal God’s 

goodness from different 
experiences!

May
2021

Northkirk Presbyterian Church
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Going On
Around Northkirk

April in Paris
     By Teri Smits
MOPS (Moms of Preschoolers) of Northkirk met 
Saturday, April 24th for our end-of-year breakfast 
meeting.  The theme was “April in Paris.”  Cynthia 
Alvarez, the Director,  recapped our activities for the 
year and led us in a moving devotional.  Coordinator 
Michelle Delgadillo thanked the leaders with gifts, 
encouraged the moms to return next year with their 
children, and mentioned plans to meet over the 
summer. 

It was a challenging year for MOPS as 
we tried to meet with all the various COVID 
restrictions. Despite that, it was a great blessing and 
encouragement to everyone who participated. 

MOPS is a community mission outreach 
supported by Northkirk. The MOPS members are 
very grateful to our church for this mission. 

Exploration of Our East Vacant 
Lot Useage
Session has approved the formation of a 
committee to produce a report for the Session 
that would summarize the benefits, opportunities, 
responsibilities and concerns regarding our vacant 
lot on the east section of our campus.  

Keeping the vacant parcel owned by North-
kirk clean is an ongoing battle.  We are responsible 
for keeping the weeks down, and there have been 
instances of illegal dumping on the property.  With 
only small numbers of volunteers showing up for 
campus cleanup days, it is hard to keep up with the 
lot maintenance.

The Session at this point is looking for ideas on 
how best to use the property to our advantage.  They 
would like to get ideas from a land developer, and 
input from accountants and lawyers specializing in 
the real estate industry.

Session is looking for church members to serve 
on the committee.  If you are interested in being 
part of this team, or if you know an expert who may 
be able to guide us in our decision, please contact 
Emily Scholz at EScholz62@gmail.com.
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We are hosting our second free yard sale to our 
community and we have lots of ways you can help!

Questions?  Contact Teri Smits at: 
909-227-8068 or tsmitstsmits@aol.com 

or  Mary Lee at:
909-708-7371 or pl2splace@aol.com 

Let us know how you plan to help!
We did a love offering yard sale two years 

ago and it was a huge success in every way! 
The volunteers loved being involved and many 
community members were shocked, blessed 
and amazed by our generosity.  This honors 
God and blesses many.  Thank you in advance  
for your participation!

Yard Sale
Love Offering

1. Save grocery bags and boxes for participants to 
take their collections home

2. Go through your giveaways at home. We are 
looking for new/like-new items that you can no 
longer use. We are taking books, magazines, 
clothes, shoes, household items, garden and 
household tools, bedding, towels, etc. If you have 
large items you would like to get rid of, you may 
bring them but please be willing to come back 
and get them if no one takes them. 

3. Bring your donated items Sunday after church 
May 2 and May 9, and during office hours the 
first two weeks of May from 9 am - 2 pm.

4. Help sort and organize donated items in classrooms 
1 and 2 after church May 2 and Thursday, May 13 
during office hours, 9 am - 2 pm.

5. Set up for yard sale Saturday, May 15 from 6-8. 
We are hoping the boy scouts can help but we 
need strong people to help haul items out too. 
Can anyone bring 2 to 3 dozen doughnuts and/or 
a coffee pack from Starbucks?

6. Volunteer during the yard sale to meet, greet, 
assist any time between 8 am - noon.

7. Help knock things down and take tables back 
to Fellowship Hall noon-1 pm. We need people 
to take leftover books to the library or the Free 
Little Libraries around the city, and all leftover 
items to appropriate charities who will receive 
them. We need people to ask around who will 
take our leftover clothes, household items, 
bedding, towels, tools. 

8. Prayer table - we plan to have an area set up for 
anyone needing prayers.  Please contact Mary 
Lee if you would like to volunteer for a time from 
8 am - noon. 

9. Pray for us!
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Ask
Emily

More Brilliant Cooking Hacks
Tired celery got you down? Perk it up 
by trimming the top and bottoms, then 

Taken from the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin

Fix Limp Celery & Lettuce

drop the stalks into a bowl of ice water to re-crisp.  
Storing celery like this straight from the grocery 
store will help it last 
longer, too.  The cold 
water trick also works 
with limp lettuce and 
spinach.  And if you 
do it with scallions, 
the ends curl up 
decoratively, making 
those green onions a beautiful buffet platter garnish 
for parties. Soften Butter Faster

Forgot to take the butter out of the fridge 
to bake cookies?   Not to worry.   You can 

bring that butter to room 
temperature faster by 
cutting it into small cubes 
and letting them sit on the 
counter for 20 minutes.  
The smaller pieces will 

soften up faster than a whole stick

J iffy Thaw
Late afternoon and you forgot to thaw the 
chicken again?   Place frozen meat on a baking 

sheet for quick thawing.  A metal pan conducts heat 
in a way that expedites 
thawing.  Times vary 
depending on amount of 
meat, but expect times 
to be cut in half.

Salty Stew or Soup Rescue
Over salt your soup again? Depending on 
the type of soup, try squeezing in some

lemon or other acid to balance the salt, or you can 
simply add apples!  Toss in a 
few wedges of raw apple -- the 
variety doesn’t matter --and 
simmer for 10 minutes.  Discard 
the wedges before slurping.  
Don’t have raw apples?  Raw 
potato usually works too.

Chilly Cookie Dough
Chilling cookie dough or pastry before 
baking is a must-do. Yes it means 
delaying that chocolate-chip cookie

or pie gratitude a few hours, 
but the fridge time amps up 
flavor and helps cookies and 
crimped crusts hold their 
shape when they hit the hot 
oven.  

Dough needs to be 
chilled, but it doesn’t care 
when it gets chilled.  So 

make the dough and roll it 
out immediately, when it is 
easier to roll.  Roll it between 
parchment paper and you’ll 
never have to add flour to 
the dough, and your counter 
will be clean.
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 Children’s
Corner

Bored
Adults
Corner

 “Not many days after the resurrection and ascension, the Holy Spirit was 
sent just as Jesus promised. Peter preached and around 3,000 were saved. The 
coming of the Spirit transformed Peter into the earliest leader of the budding 
church. Like Peter, all believers need the Holy Spirit living in us to make us all 
God desires.”

Video of the Month

Answer Key
on Page 9

The Good News of 
Easter Continues!  

This video focuses on the last 

chapter (or is it Chapter 1 for us?) 

of the Easter story, a true story 

we can read about in the Bible.  It 

focuses on Jesus’ ascension after 

his resurrection and the message 

that he gave to his disciples right 

before he was taken to heaven.  

It also tells of the coming of the 

Holy Spirit as promised by Jesus.”

    - James

www.youtube.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo&list=PLYn06r4leL_RguA_6LO-11rkjEsNb21oa&index=8
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Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Martin
• Motion:  to resume physical gatherings while 

maintaining safety guidelines,  including 
distancing and masks, and offering virtual 
attendance as useful.

• Motion:  Session to appoint a sub-committee 
to produce a report for the Session that 
would summarize the benefits, opportunities,  
responsibilities, and concerns regarding the 
possible actions of the portion of our property east 
of the water channel. 

Missions:  David Van Curen
• Motion:  Approve a promotion for a special offering 

for the deacon’s fund in the month of May 
highlighting the various uses of the deacon’s fund.

Nominating Committee:  Lee Rash
• Candidates have been selected to fill the 

2021 open positions for Elders, Deacons and 
Nominating Committee

• Congregational Meeting to present the 
candidates will be on May 23.

Average Attendance for Online & Outdoor 
Worship Services -- April:

YouTube:    15 viewers
In-Person Service:    52  attenders

MARCH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Ask
Ed

Hey Ed,
What should I be doing in my garden in the 
month of May?

Salad Crops
Make further sowings of salad crops–lettuces 

and spinach–to maintain a continuous cut-and-
come-again harvest. Continue to sow lettuce and 
spinach ever two weeks until about eight weeks 
before maximum daytime temperatures are 
expected to average about 80°F. 
Herbs 

Make further sowings of chervil, dill, fennel, 
hyssop and parsley and thin out seedlings to three 
inches apart.

Tomatoes
Early in the month, prepare planting spots 

for tomatoes. Dig holes 12 inches square, 12 inches 
deep, and 2 to 3 feet apart. Add a forkful of well-
rotted compost to the bottom of the hole and then 
refill the hole. Draw soil from the surrounding area 
to form a mound over each hole. 
Beets, Brussels sprouts, Carrots, 
Cauliflower, Sweet corn 

Prepare the planting area in advance by 
working in an inch of well-rotted manure. Sow seed 

1½ inch deep in groups of three, at intervals of 18 
inches apart. Thin to the strongest plant a couple 
of weeks after the seedlings emerge. Sow corn in a 
number of short rows arranged in a rectangular block. 
Block sowing will facilitate pollination; corn is pollinated 
by wind-borne pollen, which cannot travel far.
Cucumbers

Dig holes 12 inches square, 12 inches deep, and 
3 to 4 feet apart for trailing plants, 12 inches apart 
for climbing plants. Add 3 to 4 inches of well-rotted 
compost to the bottom of the hole and then refill the 
hole. Draw soil from the surrounding area to form 
a mound about 4 inches high. Plant out cucumber 
starts when the weather has sufficiently warmed.
Pest Control

Pests become active in May. Aphids will 
reappear this month. Knock them off plants with 
a stream of water. Protect tender shoots from 
cutworms with paper collars around newly set 
seedlings. Control slugs and snails by placing 
sandpaper collars around seedlings. Place loosely 
rolled wet newspaper “traps” around the garden to 
collect snails, slugs, and earwigs during the day; these 
pests seek a cool, moist place to hide during the day.

Watering 
Normal growth depends upon an even supply of 

water. Check the garden daily to make sure the soil 
stays evenly moist. Put your finger in the soil, if it 
comes away just moist, the watering is good. If your 
finger comes away from the soil dry, water.

https://harvesttotable.com/may-vegetable-garden/



7

During the month of May Northkirk is 
collecting  Canned Meats for TOUCH 
Ministries 

Phone:  Connie Anaya (909) 682-5474
Email:  touch14god@yahoo.com
Address:  219 W. Belmont St., Ontario, CA
TOUCH also accepts donations and grocery gift 
cards.  You can drop off at the Northkirk Office.

Inland Valley Hope Partners 
It’s Gleaning Season - 
We Need Your 
Fresh Fruit!
It is the height of the citrus season 
in So. California once again, with 
grapefruits, lemons, oranges and tangerines all ripening. 
This means it is the perfect time for Gleaning Hope, our 
backyard harvesting program.  This program distributes 
fresh fruit to the hungry families Inland Valley Hope 
Partners serves.  

If you are interested in donating the citrus from your 
trees, call our Volunteer Relations Associate, Cirenia Cuevas 
at the number listed below, and we’ll send a volunteer team 
with equipment to pick the fruits at a time of your choosing.

If you are interested in participating in a glean, please 
contact us!  

909-622-3806, X108
 or email  CC@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

1
Our Police 

Officers
2

Our Session

3

Nancy & Lee 
Rash

4

Pam & Mark 
Rock

5

Ed Rugh

6

Aline Sardao

7

Ramona & 
John Schneider

8

Our Finance 
Committee

9

Our Deacons

10

Emily & Bill 
Scholz

11

Sue & Guy 
Sharra

12

Pam Sickman

13

Jo, Alan & 
Ngaire

 Simmons

14

Lorraine & 
Martin Smith

15

Military 
Members

16

Our Church

17

Teri & Pete 
Smits

18

Jacob Stahl

19

Jodie & Tom 
Stahl

20

Yoko & David 
Sweede

21

Josephine & 
Paul Syiem

22
Christians 
around the 

world

23

The homeless

24

Lovey Thomas

25

David Van 
Curen

26

Janice & Sarah 
Vance

27

Diane & Dave 
Vaughn

28

Francesca 
Walker

29
Businesses 
affected by 

COVID

30

All Military 
Veterans

31

Kim & Gary
Wallace

1

Harold 
Willome

2

Beverly & 
Frank Wiltse

3
Pilar Yarur, 
Connor & 

Megan

4

Bernadette & 
Tom Allbaugh

5

May Prayer Calendar
Deacon of the Month:
Nancy Rash:  (909) 908-6405
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MAY EVENTS CALENDAR

Happy Anniversary! Happy Birthday!Bible Study Information
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho 
Cucamonga,  Call Nancy Rash for entry code 
909-908-6405.
 
Men’s Bible Study at 7:30 am Via Zoom, contact Lee 
Rash 909-225-4977
 
3D Study - Sunday, 12:30 pm  Via Zoom, contact 
Martin Smith 909-285-2130
 
Pastor’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 7 pm  Fellowship 
Hall, contact Martin Smith 909-285-2130
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 8:30 - 9:30am, Room 6.  
Contact Teri Smits 909-227-8068

Chris Maitlen 5/07
Aline Sardao 5/10
Carrie Baird 5/16
Mark Rock 5/16
Alan Simmons 5/19
Richard Brown 5/21
Ngaire Simmons 5/23
Tim Atherton 5/24
Debbie Bruce 5/25
Jodie Stahl 5/27

None that we know of . . . 
please let the office know if we 
have missed yours. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2

Bible St. 8 am
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 11 am

3 4
Prayer Prt. 9 am

Christian Ed. Mtg. 
3:30 pm

Personnel Mtg. 
4:00 pm

5

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am 

6

Praise Band 6 pm

7 8

9
Mother’s Day

Worship Service
9:30 am

3D Study 11 am

10 11
Prayer Partners

9 am
Finance Mtg. 

6 pm
Deacons Mtg 7 pm

12
Men’s Bible St.

7:30 am

Pastor’s Bible St.
7:30 pm

13

Sort Yard Sale 
Items 9 am - 1 pm

Praise Band 6 pm

14 15

Yard Sale
8 am - noon

16

Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 11 am

17 18

Prayer Partners
9 am

Session Meeting
7 pm

19

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

20

Praise Band 6 pm

21 22

23
Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship Service

9:30 am
Congregational 
Mtg. 10:30 am

3D Study 

24 25

Prayer Partners
9 am

26

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

Pastor’s Bible St.
7:30 pm

27

Praise Band 6 pm

28 29

30
Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 11 am

31

Memorial
Day

office closed

1

Prayer Ptrs. 9 am

2

Men’s Bible St. 
7:30 am

3

Praise Band 6 pm

4 5
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer’s Report as of
March 31, 2021

Operational Budget March Budget March Actual
Year to Date 

Budget
Year to Date 

Actual

Giving/Receipts $15,841,70 $13,601.20 $47,525.20 $39,791.40

Expenses $24,544.03 $23,456.87 $73,632.34 $70,609.41

Net Operating 
Surplus/Deficit

-$8,702.30 -$9,855.67 -$17,404.84 -$30,818.01 

Electronic Giving Accounts
mops@northkirk.org
giving@northkirk.org 

March giving was a little on the downside 
and our expenses were a little on the upside.  One 
big expense was replacement of our corroded fire 
sprinklers outside our classrooms.  Investments 
continued to gain in March which is incredible 
news.  

The net operating deficit is subsidized by sav-
ing reserves and investment funds.   The session 
has budgeted $104,427.84 to be withdrawn from 
our investments this year.  We have withdrawn 
$30,000 with 25% of the year passing.

Deposits are made each week using the Bank 
of America’s mobile app.  If anyone would like 
their checks that were deposited returned, please 
inform the office or our treasurer, Emily Scholz, 
otherwise the checks will be destroyed.   

If anyone has questions regarding our bud-
get, bank balances or investments, please contact 
the church office at 909-989-4919 and your ques-
tions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or 
to someone on the stewardship/finance team.

“After Ted closes with prayer, there will be a brief 
meeting in the parking lot to determine what, if 
anything, was actually decided in this meeting.”
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Northkirk Classifieds
Do you have something you want to sell, give away, exchange?  Or maybe you are looking for some 
item in particular?  This section of the Grapevine will give you the opportunity to turn your trash 
into someone’s treasure!

FOR SALE!

6 Martini Glasses
$24

No chips or scratches on the glasses and are 
in excellent condition!
Contact Ed Rugh at erugh3@gmail.com

Contact:  Dean Collins
    deacondeanav@gmail.com

Wanted!Wanted!
 Plastic pots  Plastic pots 
             of all sizes             of all sizes

Kenmore 
Over-the-Range Microwave

FOR SALE!

$100 or OBO 

Call or text Jodie Stahl if interested at
(909)952-7472

2-drawer Wood File cabinet
$245  OBO

FOR SALE!

Contact Ed Rugh:   erugh3@gmail.comcom

Sauder, solid wood fiber, cherry stain, 
very heavy, normal wear.

6 Margarita Glasses
$24

FREE
Peanut Butter  Dog Treats
My old dog (with very 
few teeth) won’t/can’t eat 
them.  Only a few treats 
missing from the bag.

Contact Diane at:
diane.atherton@verizon.net

Proceeds will be donated to the
Northkirk succulent garden fund.


