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 This COVID-19 pandemic and 
the response of governments around 
the world have suddenly and greatly 
changed our lives. Sadly, more than 
200,000 lives around the world are no 
longer with us. Each one of these lives 
has left behind loved ones in grief and 
need. Yet, we can be most confident 
that God “so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son…” The Lord 
is compassionate through tragedy. 

 God is also most powerfully able 
to bring good through tragedy. In the 
midst of 
suffering, it’s 
almost 
impossible for 
us to imagine 
how the Lord 
might bring 
good. Even in 
the impact to 
our own life, 
we might so 
focused upon 
the negative we 
experience, that we forget God will 
bring good through tragedy. And so, 
the Lord calls us to mourn with those 
that mourn, but to also be filled with 
hope in God, His mercy and power.  

 The apostle Paul wrote to the 
early believers in Rome who had their 
world turned upside down. Like many 
congregations of the first century, the 
church in Rome was comprised of 
Jewish and Gentile disciples. History 
records that the Roman emperor 
Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome 
for a time. Imagine being suddenly 

forced out of the city where you 
had lived all your life! Imagine 
the Jewish disciples asking the 
Lord, “Why?” and “Where is Your 
goodness in this?” Through Paul, 
God was able to answer their 
questions. The Lord is never far 
away, but closely engaged to 
work for goodness through even 
the awful events of life. Paul 
qualified, though, those who were 
able to hope and see resulting 
goodness:  those who love God 

and serve His 
purposes. 

 In this 
time, we are 
blessed to 
encourage one 
another to love 
God and 
continue to 
serve Him. 
This is the rock 
of our life so 

that we don’t lose our foundation 
and the perspective the Lord 
desires we hold. Paul’s reminder 
challenges us today with the 
same encouragement given the 
impact to our personal and 
congregational life. The Lord is 
with us and will bring goodness! 

       “And we know that God 
causes all things to work 
together for good to those 
who love God, to those 
who are called according 
to His purpose.”  

  

  (Romans 8:28)  

May 
2020  

Sermon Series 
 

Jesus’ Faithful Church  
  

May 3 

Matthew 6:7-15 
Prayer is a gift from God that sets us 
right, guides us, and strengthens us. 

Yet we have many questions 
regarding how we should pray. 

Fortunately, the Lord taught us how 
to pray well. 

 
May 10 

Matthew 6:19-24 
Security is important to everyone, that 

is, having assurance of our safety 
today and tomorrow. Christ had great 

security apart from material wealth 
and taught us to enjoy the same. 

 
May 17 

Matthew 6:25-34 
God knows we require the basic 

necessities of life and will provide 
these. Yet we can become anxious 

over these and forfeit faithfulness to 
the Lord’s calling. 

 
May 24 

Matthew 7:1-5 
When we’re tempted to judge 

another, Jesus calls us to consider  
our own behavior first. So, being 

objective about ourselves is  
very important. 

 
May 31 

Matthew 7:7-11 
What do we find ourselves asking 

God to do or to bring to us? Our 
requests begin with a presumption of 

our relationship with the Lord and the 
desires of our heart.  
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It has been six weeks since we’ve met in our church 
building as a congregation.   In the Bible, the church 
refers to people, a body of believers.  We are still that 
body of believers whether we meet in our building or 
on-line as we are doing now.  Many people in our 
congregation are actively working to help us all stay 
connected and remain a body of believers.    
 

Every Saturday afternoon, there is a team 
working together conducting and filming the service.  
They make it look very easy to produce an online 
service, but there are actually many new skills that 
needed to be learned to make the service run 
seamlessly.  Pastor Martin needed to learn to deliver 
his message to an empty sanctuary and to stand in 
one place (the optimum viewing area) throughout 
the whole service.  The tech team, Dean Collins, 
Ronn and Thelma Campbell had to learn “the rule of 
thirds” for filming, find the best filming resolution 
for the camera, input the audio from the mics into 
the computer, and how to save the Facebook feed as 
a file that can be uploaded to other platforms.  Aline 
Sardão and Marion Mildon have faithfully 
participated in each service on the piano and as 
worship assistant.  Diane Atherton has provided 
administrative support by sending out online 
information, announcements and bulletins, and 
gathering prayer requests. 

 
The team discusses weekly how the services 

could be made better and how many people we are 
reaching.  The statistics from Facebook and Youtube 
show we have a high participation rate (often higher 
than our in-building participation) and we have 
people watching on the various platforms 

On-line Worship Becomes the New Norm 

throughout the whole week, not just on Sundays.  
The group has tried to offer several different ways 
to participate in different formats to meet 
individual technical comfort levels.   Ways in 
which you can view, or listen to, the worship 
services are as follows: 

 
1. Worshippers can choose to listen to the 

sermon via a conference call.  To do this, they 
can call into this number at 9:30 on Sunday 
morning:  (425)436-6307.  The Access Code:  
553714 

2. If worshippers choose to watch the service at a 
time that is convenient for them, they can go 
to Youtube anytime after Saturday at 5 p.m. 
and watch on their computers or on their 
smart TV.   

3. A quick way to link to the service is to go to the 
church website (www.northkirk.org) and 
select the button for the worship service.  
Links for the bulletin and announcements for 
that week are also on the church homepage. 

4. If a member of Facebook, worshippers can 
watch on our public Facebook page (Northkirk 
Presbyterian Church Rancho Cucamonga) any 
time after 9:30 a.m. on Sunday. 

5. Worshippers can participate in a  watch group 
on our private Facebook Group (Northkirk 
Presbyterian Group) if they enter the group 
page at 9:30 on Sunday morning.  The watch 
group allows people to type messages to one 
another throughout the service.                      
         (continued) 
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 The worship services stay on-line so you can 
watch them anytime you want after they are posted.  So, 
if you miss a week, would like to refer someone to the 
service, or would like to watch one again, services will be 
there forever, or until a site administrator chooses to 
remove them. 

 We don’t know how much longer it will be until 
we meet in our church building again, but we do know 
that it will be a joyous celebration when we can once 
again worship together in God’s house. 

On-line Worship continued. . . 

Marion Mildon faithfully designed 
the chancel area each week to reflect 
the service theme. 

Dean Collins kept the long-time tradition alive of  
having a flowered cross on Easter morning.     He 
decorated the cross with a combination of faux 
flowers and flowers from our church rose garden.  
It looked beautiful!  He also purchased lilies, a 
smaller number than normal, but wanted to keep a 
sense of normalcy to our Easter service.  Many 
people told the worship crew that it really meant a 
lot to them to see the chancel area look so beautiful! 
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Aline Sardão went solo and played beautiful music to set 
the tone and provide background music during transitions. 



 

 

Ask 
Ed 

Karen’s 

Garden Spring 
Gardening 

What should I be doing in the garden this month? 

May is the month when the vegetable garden begins to 
look more and more like the summer garden.   
 
Things to do in the garden during May: 
 
1. Continue succession sowings of hardy vegetables. 

2. Sow tender vegetables. 

3. Set out tender vegetables that started indoors. 

4. Sow or set out tender herbs after the last frost. 

5. Water as necessary. 

6. Take steps to keep pests out of the garden. 

Prepare to plant eggplant, melons, squash, and 
zucchini.  In warm regions, tender starts–tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplants, squashes, and beans–can go into 
the garden early this month. 
 
Herbs:  Make further sowings of chervil, dill, fennel, 
hyssop and parsley, and thin out seedlings to 3 inches 
apart. 
 
Tomatoes:  Prepare to plant tomatoes.  Early in the 
month, prepare planting spots for tomatoes.  Dig holes 
12 inches square, 12 inches deep, and 2 to 3 feet apart. 
(Space holes 2 feet apart for determinate tomatoes; 3 
feet or more apart for indeterminate tomatoes.)  Add a 
forkful of well-rotted compost or manure to the bottom 
of the hole and then refill the hole. Draw soil from the 
surrounding area to form a mound over each hole. 
 
Cucumbers: Prepare the growing site advance: dig 
holes 12 inches square, 12 inches deep, and 3 to 4 feet 
apart for trailing plants, 12 inches apart for climbing 
plants. Add 3 to 4 inches of well-rotted compost or 
manure to the bottom of the hole and then refill the 
hole. Draw soil from the surrounding area to form a 
mound about 4 inches high. Plant out cucumber starts 
when the weather has sufficiently warmed. 
 
Salad crops:  Make further sowings of salad crops–
lettuces and spinach–to maintain a continuous cut-and
-come-again harvest. Continue to sow lettuce and 
spinach ever two weeks until about eight weeks before 
maximum daytime temperatures are expected to 
average about 80°F.  

Pest control:   Pests become active in May. 
Begin scouting the garden for pests and take 
appropriate action.  Aphids will reappear this 
month.  Knock them off plants with a stream of 
water.  Protect tender shoots from cutworms 
with paper collars around newly set seedlings. 
Control slugs and snails by placing sandpaper 
collars around seedlings.  Place loosely rolled 
wet newspaper “traps” around the garden to 
collect snails, slugs, and earwigs during the day; 
these pests seek a cool, moist place to hide 
during the day. 
 
Watering:  Watering new sowings and 
seedlings is very important.  A check to growth 
can be disastrous to crops grown from seed. 
Normal growth depends upon an even supply of 
water.  Check the garden daily to make sure the 
soil stays evenly moist.  Put your finger in the 
soil, if it comes away just moist, the watering is 
good.  If your finger comes away from the soil 
dry, water. 
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My wife and I will both be eating your garden 
this summer.  We’ve become a two-career couple. 
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Children’s  
Corner 

Bored 
Adults 
Corner 
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As the COVID-19 Stay-at-Home order drags on, the MOPS 
moms have had to get creative in caring for one another.   

Co-coordinators Michelle and Valerie made care bags for 
ALL the moms and mentors and hand delivered them to everyone 
(wearing masks of course).  The care bags included a personal 
note, a bag of homemade lavender scrub, chocolates, and a small 
bottle of wine!     

One group had a ZOOM chat for an hour with the eight girls in 
their table group.  One of our girls had a birthday and several of 
the MOPS girls drove their decorated cars to her house and 
delivered gifts.   It was a much needed surprise for the frazzled 
mom.   

The ladies are doing ALL KINDS of creative things with their 
kids, and looking for more ideas!  They are the true troupers - 
trapped for hours and days on end with wiggly toddlers who are 
growing tired of their own toys and backyards!    

                  -Cynthia Alvarez 

Caring During COVID-19 

Local Food Banks in Need of Food 
With many people out of work, now more than ever, 
the food banks are stretched to the limit.  TOUCH 
Ministries provides food to low-income persons in the 
local area.  Each individual pays $5 and can go through 
a line and pick out up to $50 worth of groceries.  Last 
week they gave out groceries to over 4,000 people! 

Inland Valley Hope Partners 
Sova Program Center 
904 E. California Street 
Ontario, CA  91761 
909-682-5474 
9:00 am  - 3:00 pm 

TOUCH Ministries 
219 W. Belmont Street 
Ontario, CA   
Food Program:  $5 for up to $50 in groceries   
M, W, F   9:30 am  - 10:50 am 
Bring your own bags  

Last week TOUCH Ministries 
supplied groceries to over 
4,000 people! 

Your food and check donations are much 
appreciated as they try to aide our local 
community.  Below are two ministries Northkirk 
supports.  There is a box outside the church office 
door where you drop off food. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Joyce & Tom 

Brand 

2 

 

Debbie Bruce 

3 

 

Allison & Al 

Burgess 

4 
 

COVID-19 
Patients &  
Families 

5 

 

Sunday  

Morning Bible 

Study 

6 

 

Chris & Michelle 

Campbell 

7 

 

Michael 

Campbell 

8 

 

Ronn & Thelma 

Campbell 

9 

 

Alberto & 

Amore Carreras 

10 

 

Mena Cho & 

Family 

11 
 

Healthcare  
workers 

12 

 

Those looking  

For work 

 

13 
 

David 
Collins 

 

14 

 

Catherine & 

Lynn Crook 

15 

 

Mohini Crowther 

 

16 

 

Violet DeLeon 

17 

 

Paula & Tom 

Emick 

18 
 

Our National 
Leaders 

19 
 

The homeless 

20 

 
Carol Entler 

21 
 

Kay & Dick 
Gilbert 

22 
 

Grace & Glen 
Gonzales 

23 

 

James & John 

Gonzales 

24 

 

Christine &  

Herman 

Guardado 

25 
 

Our State 
Government 

26 

 

Those  

struggling with 

mental illness 

27 

 

Ed Hambly 

28 

 

Flo Hambly 

29 

 

Jamie & Marley 

Hambly-Ortiz 

30 

 

Christine &  

Robert Harlow 

1 

 

Sharon Hayden 

2 
 

Our City  
Government 

       

May Prayer Calendar 

During the month of May 
Northkirk is collecting  
Canned Meat for the Sova 
food bank.   Sova is the 
Ontario branch of Inland 
Valley Hope supportive 
services. 

Sova Program Center 
 904 E. California Street 
 Ontario, CA  91761 
 Hours:   Monday - Thursday 
          9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
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Give to IVHP through Ralphs Rewards 

Do you designate your Ralphs rewards?  
Please consider designating them to Inland Valley 
Hope Partners.  That way you can help us feed the 
hungry when buying your own groceries!   

Simply visit www.ralphs.com.  Once logged 
into your Ralphs account, you can search for 
INLAND VALLEY HOPE PARTNERS either by 
name or by our Non-Profit Organization number 
WG044 and then click Enroll.   

New users will need to create an account 
which requires some basic information, a valid 
email address, and a rewards card. 

Deacon of the Month:    
     Cathy Moody (915)342-4386 
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1 
 
 

2 
 

Writers Group 
11 am 

Zoom Mtg. 

3 
Bible St. FaceTime 

8:30 am 
 

Online Worship  
Service 9:30 am 

 
3D Study  
via Zoom 

4 5 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 
 

6 

 
Men’s Bible St. 

7:30 am 
via Zoom 

 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
Bible St. FaceTime 

8:30 am 
 

Online Worship  
Service 9:30 am 

 
3D Study  
via Zoom 

11 
 

12 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 

Deacon’s Meeting 
(conf. call) 

7 pm 

13 
 

Men’s Bible St. 
7:30 am 

via Zoom 
 

Pastor’s Bible St. 
7 pm 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Bible St. FaceTime 

8:30 am 
 

Online Worship  
Service 9:30 am 

 
3D Study  
via Zoom 

18 19 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 

Session Meeting  
(Conf. call) 

7 pm 

20 
 

Men’s Bible St. 
7:30 am 

via Zoom 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24/31 
Bible St. FaceTime 

8:30 am 
 

Online Worship  
Service 9:30 am 

 
3D Study  
via Zoom 

 
 

25 
 

26 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 

27 
 

Men’s Bible St. 
7:30 am 

via Zoom 
 

Pastor’s Bible St. 
7 pm 

 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

    
 
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cucamonga 
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405. 
 
Bible Study at 6:30 am  Via Zoom, contact Lee Rash 
909-225-4977 
 
3D Study - Sunday, 11 am  Via Zoom, contact Martin 
Smith 909-285-2130 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 
Chris Maitlen 5/07 
Aline Sardão 5/10 
Carrie Baird 5/10 
Mark Rock 5/16 
Lee Rash 5/18 
Alan Simmons 5/19 
Richard Brown 5/21 
Ngaire Simmons 5/23 
Tim Atherton 5/24 
Debbie Bruce 5/25 
Jodi Stahl 5/27 
 
 

Happy Anniversary!  
  
Christine & Robert Harlow 5/31 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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Treasurer’s Report  
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Operational Budget March March. Year to Date Year to Date 

  Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Giving/Receipts $16,756.71      $22,346.88     $50,270.17     $58,651.80     

Expenses  $25,816.97       $22,655.42     $77,451/23     $75,225.29    

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -$9,060.26    -$308.54    -$27,181.06    -$16,573.49    

Treasurer’s Report as of March 31, 2020 
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

Ask  
Emily 

Electronic Giving Accounts 
events@northkirk.org 
mops@northkirk.org 
giving@northkirk.org  
theatre@northkirk.org 
loveoffering@northkirk.org 

These may be used with Zelle.  Currently 
mops@northkirk.org can be used with Venmo, the 
other accounts cannot. 

 

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment 
funds.   The session has budgeted $108,728.46 to be 
withdrawn from our investments this year.  We have 
withdrawn $20,895.00, which is 19% of the budgeted 
amount. 25% of the budget year has passed. 

I am so thankful to our congregation for stepping 
up their pledges and/or donating some extra funds 
for our church.  As you can see the expenses kept up 
with our income.  This is a big plus because it 
eliminates the need to withdraw funds at a time when 
losses are hitting our financial portfolio.     

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, 
bank balances or investments, please contact the 
church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions 
will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to 
someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

Here’s a recipe to try while we’re in 

quarantine: 

Lemon Cake Mix Cookies 

1 Box     Lemon Cake Mix 

½ Cup    Melted Butter 

One       Egg, slightly beaten 

1 Cup    Rice Crispies 

  

Combine all ingredients and mix well 

Form batter into 1-inch balls and place 2 
inches apart on an ungreased cookie sheet 

Bake at 350 degrees for 9 to 12 minutes or un-
til light golden brown around the edges 

Cool one minute and remove from cookie 
sheet 

Makes 3 to 4 dozen depending on size 

I met with the budget people and we agreed that the 
cheapest way to fix all of our problems is chocolate. 



 

 

April Session Highlights 
Pastor Martin led a brief study time based in 
Psalm 10:17, “You hear, O Lord, the desire of the 
afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to 
their cry.”  He quoted Rob Stewart: “When we 
encounter others, are we assuming that the Spirit 
of God is already present?”  Do we at Northkirk 
do this? 

Session approved receiving Catherine Crook 
as a new member, in absentia since she is well 
known and active in our congregation, but was 
unable to attend the March meeting. 

Pastor Martin’s report included the 
observation that our on-line worship services 
have been well received and Holy Week services 
were well attended.  He reported that the finance 
and personnel committees met together on April 
3.  It was agreed to continue paying Pilar, Diane, 
and Aline; Harold has asked to forgo payment 
while services are on line; Pastor Martin agreed 
to defer 50 percent of his salary for April, May 
and June, to be made up during the last six 
months of 2020.  MOPS childcare workers will 
not be paid while MOPS is not meeting.   

The PCUSA Board of Pensions waived 
healthcare and pension dues for three months 
for smaller congregation which will save us about 
$7000.  Riverside Presbytery is also offering a 
loan program that may help during this time. 

Christian Education (Paula Emick) will try 
to put together packets for children to complete 
and perhaps receive a small token for returning 
them. 

Facilities and Grounds is working on a list of 
extras that Pilar can do.  We received notice from 
the City for weed abatement on our undeveloped 
property and Diane is working on getting quotes. 
Work parties will resume when restrictions have 
been lifted. 

Stewardship/Finance has applied for a 
CARES loan from the Small Business 
Administration to cover payroll for next two 
months.  Per capita donations are up to about 
$651, which is about $3000 short of our goal.   
Session also passed a motion to apply for an 
interest-free $10,000 loan from Presbytery 

The Treasurer reported that offerings have 
continued to come in very well and are covering 
our expenses.  We are very grateful to be able to 
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cover our expenses and maintain about $8000 in 
savings.  She also reported a large increase in electronic 
giving through Zelle, and she is similarly making 
deposits. 

Personnel plans to proceed with hiring the MOPS 
superintendent so the individual can begin one month 
before the program begins in September.  A motion was 
passed to modify the position to reflect a $450 monthly 
salary. 

The Nominating Committee was pleased to report 
that all vacant positions to begin in July have been filled.  
Pastor will ask Presbytery how to proceed with an 
election when no congregational meeting can be held at 
this time. 

Average Sunday worship attendance for March 1-15, 
2020, included 50 Adults, no Youth, and 2 Children. On-
line estimated attendance, March 22 and 29:  Facebook 
65 views; YouTube 35 

The Upper Room Daily Devotional 
 
The mission of The Upper Room is to provide a model 
of practical Christianity, accessible in varied formats, 
to help people feel invited and welcomed into God’s 
presence to: listen to scripture as God’s personal 
message, linking their stories to God’s story; commune 
with God in prayer; see their daily choices and small 
acts of obedience as part of God’s work; realize our 
connection through Christ as a universal family of 
believers; and to encounter the living Christ and be 
transformed into Christ’s likeness.  
 

The May-June issue of  The Upper Room has 
arrived.  They are normally available at the rear of the 
sanctuary.  Since we are not meeting for worship at the 
church just now, if you would like to have one this 
month, please contact Carol Entler at  (909)260-9242 
or email her at wcentler@aol.com).  She will be sure 
you receive one "on a first-come, first served basis, as 
long as supplies last."  

mailto:wcentler@aol.com


50 Ways to Beat COVID-19 
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Sung to the tune of 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover” 
     by Paul Simon 
 

Don’t hop on the bus, Gus, 
Stay away from the pack, Jack, 
Sneeze into your sleeve, Steve, 
To keep virus free. 
 
Stop touching your face, Grace, 
Stay back to six feet, Pete, 
Keep washing your hands, Stan, 
And heed CDC. 
 
Don’t visit your Gran, Jan, 
Wipe down every toy, Roy, 
Don’t hoard all the food, dude, 
Please buy sensibly. 
 
Just use some Purell, Mel, 
Keep wipes near at hand, man 
Don’t listen to John, Don - 
You don’t need more TP! 
 
This isn’t Spring Break, Jake, 
Stay home if you’re sick, Dick 
Just follow the rules, fools, 
And stay virus free! 

When the Virus Came 
      By Jo Simmons 
 

We played and we sang, 
We met and we talked, 
We danced and we joked, 
And together we walked. 
Then the virus came,  
and we all went inside. 
 

First we wondered 
What would we do? 
And followed the news 
of others wondering too. 
When the virus came, 
There was nowhere to roam, 
When the virus came, 
We mostly stayed at home. 
 

We taught our children 
at home without school, 
Taught them to cook, 
And how to play with wool. 
When the virus came, 
We made our lives our own. 
When the virus came, 
Some were all alone. 
 

So we called our friends, 
Picked up the phone, 
Made sure no one was alone. 
When the virus came, 
We found new ways to see, 
When the virus came, 
Reconnecting you and me. 

 
 
 

Men’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study Northkirk Writer’s Group 


