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From the Pastor’s Desk
Regularly we find ourselves up
James, the brother of Jesus who led
against challenges, personal and
the Jerusalem church, wrote his New
much larger than just ourselves. Truly Testament letter primarily to Jewish
challenges are life. If life were simple disciples outside of Jerusalem in the
and always easy, why would we have Roman Empire. Something
been gifted in such a variety of skills happened. The New Testament letter
so that we can care for our world? It
to the Hebrews gives us some of the
really doesn’t matter when we have
reasons.
lived or where we have lived. Every
This spring and summer we’ll
age and place has had challenges.
be learning from Hebrews and from
Curiously in our time and
the apostle Peter about how we deal
place, we have many voices
with suffering that comes with being a
encouraging us to not be burdened
follower of Jesus. Suffering can cause
but to personally
us to stray away
find independent
“…whenever you face trials from Christ.
satisfaction. And
Suffering can be
this counters the of any kind, consider it
intense, less so,
intention of our nothing but joy, because you or constant. We
God who has
might come to a
know
that
the
testing
of
your
called us all to
point where we
faith produces endurance…” don’t even
care for one
another as part of
James 1:2-3 recognize it as
His creation.
suffering but just
Whose leading
accept it as life.
will we follow? God’s or that of the
But James reminds us that suffering
world around us? Every age since
is also used by God to produce
Jesus’ resurrection has pulled
endurance in our faith. Suffering is a
believers away from following Jesus
common experience between we
as Lord. It’s happening today and it
Gentile disciples of the 21st century
happened in the first decades after
and the Hebrew disciples of the first.
Jesus ascended among the first
The Lord knows what we suffer and is
Hebrew Christians.
always with us to care for us and to
From our vantage point it’s
reach others even through our
curious that there is such a divide
suffering.
between Christianity and Judaism.
So, as James encourages us,
Jesus himself was Jewish. All his
let us consider our trials as joy.
inner circle of disciples were Jewish. Together we follow Jesus who will use
The church was first established in
these for the good of His kingdom!
Jerusalem. Many of Jesus’ disciples in /Pastor Martin
Jerusalem came from the Pharisees.

Worship Schedule
Sermon Series
“Jesus, Bridge and Fulfillment”

May 5
Hebrews 2:14-18
“Jesus Had to be Made Like…”
Does it seem God has impossible
standards for us to meet? Do you feel
that the Lord is so elevated that he is
unable to relate to your situation?
Consider again why Jesus came to us
as one of us.

May 12
Hebrews 4:1-13
“Don’t Pass Up God’s Rest!”
Are you benefiting from following
Jesus? Maybe it’s hard to follow
Jesus in certain areas of our life.
God’s goodness lies in our
trusting Christ.

May 19
Hebrews 5:1-14
“We Need a High Priest”
How do we draw near to God if we
feel embarrassed or unworthy?
Wouldn’t it be great if you had
someone who would be on your side
as you began and grew?

May 26
Hebrews 7:1-3, 23-25
“Abraham, Melchizedek and Jesus”
There are times when we hurt others
and we have to make up for their
pain. But what if God stepped in for
everyone’s penalty?

But God has so composed the body . . . that there may be no
division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for
one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member
is honored, all rejoice together.”
1 Corinthians 12:21-26

Welcome New Members
On April 21st, Northkirk happily welcomed six new members to the congregation.
Debbie Bruce
I’m a California girl. I worked as a
general contractor with my dad for
many years. I am now retired and
spend most of my time volunteering
for several organizations. I love
giving back to the community! In my
free time I enjoy bowling, crafting and
lots of other things. I like being busy!
Lovie (Sharon) Thomas

Herman Guardado
I am a project manager for a company in Rancho
Cucamonga. I have been married to Christine for
seven years and we have one son, Noah, who is in
preschool. I enjoy playing softball and fitness.
Karla Zelaya
I grew up in Chino Hills. As a young adult Chino
Hills seemed boring and I thought I would never
want to live there again. Surprise! With three
children now, it seems like the perfect place for many

I was born in Pittsburgh and moved to
California as a kid. I worked in
manufacturing for a few different local
companies and have been a crossing
guard for the Central School District for
the past 20 years. I enjoy sleeping and
doing crafts with my sister, Debbie Bruce.
I have one son and one grandson.

Christine Guardado
I grew up in Azusa and
was raised Catholic and
attended Catholic school
for nine years. I have
been married for seven
years to my wonderful
husband Herman. We
have a 4 year old son
named Noah and I am a
stay at home mom. I
was a school teacher for
many years and have
worked at Christian
schools. I participate in
the MOPS program; it
has definitely brought
me to a closer
relationship with Christ. I enjoy fitness, Disneyland
and Hawaii.

reasons to live again, including grandparents nearby!
My personal hobbies, hmmm, do I have any now with
children? But I do enjoy everything that is part of
mommy hood :) I’m looking forward to more of the
safe, family environment of Northkirk our children
first experienced as part of MOPS.
Xavier Sosa
I grew up in Puerto Rico! I came to the US for college
and have been here since. I enjoy all sports, playing
and following. I’m also looking forward to the
nurturing environment that Northkirk has been for
our three children, they know they’re loved here.
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Coming To Northkirk . . .
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.”
Psalm 100:1

Jazz Vespers - A New Form of Worship
Northkirk, in conjunction with CalJas, will be offering a
new and different way to worship the Lord, Jazz Vespers.
CalJas puts the musicians together, selects the playlist,
and the audience shows up ready to enjoy the beautiful
music and worship!
Jazz Vespers will be held quarterly at Northkirk with
different featured musicians each time. The upcoming
vespers will feature the following musicians:

The Northkirk Writer’s Group will also be
involved in the service by sharing some of their
writings about new beginnings.
Join us in worship on Sunday evening as we
celebrate spring and new beginnings with jazz.

Luther Hughes - Record producer, music publisher,
educator and musician. Luther Hughes' performing career
extends beyond jazz to pop music, musical theater and
television. His television credits include: "The Tonight
Show with Johnny Carson", "The Pat Sajak Show", "The
Midnight Special", and numerous Dick Clark productions.
Bruce Babad - Currently the Director of Jazz Studies
at Fullerton College, has performed with: The Four Tops,
the Temptations, the Platters, Barry Manilow and Natalie
Cole. His music can be heard on numerous jingles,
television and movie soundtracks.
Ron Levy - Has worked with many notable names in
the musical world, including multiple Grammy-winner
Paul Williams, Ray Charles protégé Ellis Hall, the great
Barbara Morrison and the legendary Thelma Jones. In
addition to his work as a record producer and keyboardist,
Levy is an avid composer of classical concert music.
Paul Kreibich- From an early age he showed an
interest in drumming. As a kid he made his own drum set
out of a cardboard barrel and coffee cans. He was drum
major at Costa Mesa High School and already working five
nights a week at a local club on Balboa Island by his junior
year. He toured with many notable musicians such as Ray
Charles, Charles Brown, Rosemary Clooney and many
others.
Sherry Williams - When she was a high school
student in San Bernardino, she sang and toured with The
Young Americans. At UCLA she joined the acapella choir
and worked with the famous Roger Wagner and the UCLA
Choir, both in Los Angeles and Europe. She has also
toured with Debbie Reynolds, Andy Gibb and the
legendary Johnnie Ray.

CalJas
The California Jazz Arts Society’s mission is to
preserve and promote jazz and other American
art forms through public concerts, workshops
and presentations. The primary activity of the
organization is to plan, organize, present, and
promote concerts by prominent artists, mostly in
intimate settings in which interaction with the
audience can take place.
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MOPS NEWS

Family Barbeque
The MOPS annual family BBQ on April 13 was a
success. There were several families from
Northkirk who pitched in to help make the day a
fun one. The kids had a great time playing in the
playground and the adults had fun socializing and
getting to know one another better.

Visit to the Fire Station
Kids love trucks, so what better place to go than to
the fire station! The kids and moms got a tour of the
whole station and saw where the firemen sleep, eat
and workout. The kid’s favorite part of the day was
getting to climb into the fire truck! The guys let the
kids touch everything and talked to them about fire
safety.
The firemen said kids are often scared of the
fire fighters when they are in full gear, so one of the
guys put the gear on one piece at a time and asked
the kids if he looked scary after each piece. By the
time he was in full
gear, the kids
decided he wasn’t so
scary after all. The
kids all went home
with fire hats and
both moms and kids
had a really great
day.

Easter Egg Hunt
The Annual Easter Egg Hunt was a huge success!
The day began with Tom Emick, Ed Rugh and a few
boy scouts from Troop 634 hiding over 1000 plastic
eggs around campus. The families gathered in the
sanctuary where they were led by Pastor Martin and
Lorraine in some sing-along songs with body
motions and dancing. There were also fun crafts led
by the MOPS moms on the patio. But the most fun
part of the day was when the kids bolted out the door
to search for the eggs. They scavenged all sides of
the church and hopefully found all of the hidden
eggs, if not, we’ll be finding some old, melted candy a
few months from now.

4

Spring Gardening

Karen’s
Garden

“Ground that drinks up the rain falling on it repeatedly, and
that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is cultivated,
receives a blessing from God.”
Hebrews 6:7

Ask Ed
Question: Flowers look great, in my garden, but can I eat
them, too?
Many flowers can add special flavors to your side dishes and salads, but you
must be careful which ones you select. Here is a list of some of the more
popular ones that you can add to your vegetable garden.
Apple blossoms...sprinkled on a salad or steeped pedals in cream to pour on
apple pastries, (use sparingly because they do contain low levels of cyanide).
Pot Marigolds...(Fiesta and Radio) cut and dry them in a warm 100 degree
oven. Sprinkle crushed petals on rice, egg or cheese dishes.
Carnations...remove the bitter white base from the pedal to reveal a clove
flavor. Add to cake mixes, candies and teas.
Chrysanthemums...spicy or salty flavor, makes a colorful addition to egg
and chowder dishes. Cut and dry them in a warm 100 degree oven.
Other possible flowers are: impatiens, gladiolus, lilacs, nasturtiums, roses,
thyme, tulips and zucchini.
Some precautions:
 Make sure you aren’t allergic or sensitive to the flower you eat.
 Check to make sure the flower is edible and it’s preparation is correct.
 Harvest them early in the morning when their oils are the strongest.
 Remove the stamens, pistils, leaf like sepals from their bases.
 Use on the day you harvest them.
 Use only flowers that are organically grown, free of ALL pesticides,
chemicals, dyes or hazardous materials.
P.S. I especially like the tender, small leaves and the yellow/orange flowers of
the nasturtiums in my salads for color and a little zing of spicy heat! (Make
sure to remove the spur behind the bloom where insects might be hiding!)
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Mandatory Case
During the recent program
Management Services year 90% of Our House clients
moved into permanent housing
 Employment Assistance
and 85% left the program with
 Life Skills Training
employment. For more
information, contact the
 Referrals to and
Housing Office at 909-622Assistance Securing
3806, Ext. 106.
Mainstream Benefits
Individual volunteer
 Tutoring for the
opportunities include tutoring,
Children
homework help, assisting with
 Transportation
eligibility screening, and data
entry. Group volunteer
 Emergency On-Site
opportunities include play dates
Child Care
for the children, providing
All services are
meals on the weekends,
provided at no cost to our occasional sprucing up of the
clients.
shelter. For more information
on volunteering, please contact
the Volunteer Coordinator at
909-622-3806, Ext. 108.


During the month of
May, Northkirk is
collecting canned
meat for the Sova
food bank. Sova is
the Ontario branch of
Inland Valley Hope
Partners.
Inland Valley
Hope Partners does
more than provide
food to the poor. The
Our House Family
Temporary Housing

Program serves
children and their
parents, as well as
single women. The
program’s goal is to
move families from
homelessness into
safe, stable and
affordable housing.
The program
includes room and
board plus the
following:

April Prayer Calendar
SUNDAY
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Beverly &
Frank Wiltse

2

3
Tom & Bernadette Allbaugh

4

5

6
Victims of terrorist bombing
in Sri Lanka

8

Pilar Yayur &
Family
9

Cynthia &
Obed Alvarez

Diane & Tim
Atherton

10

11

12

13
Persecuted
Christians
around the
world

Touch
Ministries

Dave & Carrie
Baird

Debbie &
Norm Balders

James Beagle

Dan & Evelyn
Beauvais

Joyce Brand

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Pacific Lifeline

Aye Aye

Debbie Bruce

Allison
Burgess

Christopher
Campbell

David Campbell

MOPS &
Moppets

21

22

23

25

26

27

ESL Bible Study

Michael
Campbell

Thelma & Ronn
Campbell

24
Alberto
Carreras

Mena Cho

David Collins

R4C Church

28

29

30

31

28

29

30

Pastor’s Bible
Study

Dawn & Dean
Collins

Catherine &
Lynn Crook

Mohini
Crowther

Violeta
DeLeon

Paula & Tom
Emick

City Leaders
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M AY E V E N T C A L E N DA R
SUNDAY

MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

Bible Study 6:30 am
MOPS 9 am

National Day of
Prayer

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

Work Party
9 am

10

11

Deacon of the Month
Janice Vance: 760-952-2072
5

Bells 6 pm

6

Bible Study 8:30 am
Worship w/comm.
9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
12:00 pm

7

8

9

Prayer Part.
9 am

Choir 6 pm
Praise Band 7 pm
Pastor’s Bible
Study 7:30
WMA Mtg. 8pm

Prayer Shawls
1:30 pm

15
Bible Study 6:30 am
MOPS 9 am
Choir 6 pm
Praise Band 7 pm
Bible Study 7 pm

16

17

Bells 6 pm

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

Team Mtgs.
7 pm

12
MOTHER’S DAY
Bible Study 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship 12:00

13

19
Bible Study 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
Congregational Mtg.
10:30
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship 12:00
pm

20

26
Bible Study 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship 12:00 pm

27

14
Prayer Part.
9 am
Deacons
7 pm

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

Bells 6 pm

21

22

23

24

Prayer Part.
9 am

Bells 6 pm
Prayer Shawls
1:30 pm

Children’s
Group 7:30 pm

Session
7 pm

Bible Study 6:30 am
Choir 6 pm
Praise Band 7 pm
Pastor’s Bible Study
7:30 pm

28

29

30

31

Prayer Part.
9 am

Bible Study 6:30 am
Choir 6 pm
Praise Band 7 pm

Bells 6 pm

Children’s
Group 7:30 pm

18

25

All events are held at the church unless
otherwise noted below or on calendar

Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

Prayer Partners Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cuc.
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405.

Chris Maitlin
Aline Sardao
Carrie Baird
Mark Rock
Lee Rash
Tim Atherton
Jodie Stahl

Robert & Christine Harlow 5/31

Bible Study at 6:30 am Coco’s on Haven and
Baseline, contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977
Prayer Shawl Plus 10210 Baseline #40, Rancho
Cucamonga, Call Sharon for entry code at
909-972-5186

5/07
5/10
5/16
5/16
5/18
5/24
5/27
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What’s Been
Happening
At Northkirk . . .
Pageant of our Lord
“I can’t believe those are real people,” was heard quite often at the
Pageant of the Lord performance. A group of 18 people carpooled
from Northkirk to experience the pageant at Rolling Hills Covenant
Church on April 13.
The 34th pageant, produced by more than 350 volunteers, was
an unforgettable experience. The pageant told the story of Jesus
from the prophets in the Old Testament through the ascension of
Christ. The production consisted of 14 original Christian art pieces
reproduced on stage, accompanied by the Rolling Hills Covenant
Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra, as well as narration and drama.
Every art piece had at least one live model and “The Last
Supper” had 13 live models. The volunteer models arrive two hours
before the performance to be transformed into painted images or
living sculptures. Every detail of the original art is reproduced to
human proportions and conveys the medium used by the original
artist. It truly was difficult to determine which characters were props
and which were live models.
After the show, the Northkirk group traveled to San Pedro to
Neil’s Seafood and Pasta, highly recommended by Bill and Emily
Scholz. The restaurant was extremely accommodating; they opened
up the restaurant an hour early to serve the group. The service and
food was excellent , especially the bread and marinara sauce!
Everyone enjoyed the laughter and fellowship together. It was
decided more events like this were needed in the future.

Here’s what people had to say . . .
“It was awesome! It made what God and
Jesus did for us very real.” - Cathy Moody
“If no one had told me those were living,
breathing human beings, I would have thought
those were life-size 3D sculptures.” - Biju Jacob

“It was hard to believe that there were live
people posing for the pictures on the stage. They
were so still and beautiful.” - Emily Scholz
“It was a visual and audio representation of
the story of Jesus Christ. It was how people in
the middle ages told the story with stained-glass
windows.” - Bill Scholz

“It was amazing. Artists spend their whole lifetime trying to make the objects
on their canvas look lifelike, and here [in the pageant] they make real people
look like a flat canvas! A moving story of Jesus' life told through sculptures and
paintings with a full orchestra and choir. It took my breath away.” - Dawn Collins
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April Session
Highlights
New members were interviewed and the session voted to receive them. New members received were:
Debbie Bruce, Sharon (Lovey) Thomas, Xavier Sosa, Karla Zayala, Christine Guardado and Herman Guardado
Some of the reasons mentioned for joining Northkirk were:
 led to Northkirk by a current member
 love the pastor and the way he preaches from the Bible
 came from MOPS
 want their children to know and love God
Baptisms approved:
 Noah Jax Guardado, son of Christine and Herman Guardado
 Isla Victoria Sosa Zelaya, daughter of Karla Zelaya and Xavier Sosa
 Nathan Xavier Sosa Zelaya, son of Karla Zelaya and Xavier Sosa
Team Reports included:
 Facilities and Grounds - New facility use requests were discussed, check with other churches to see if our rental
rates are in line with others.
 Missions committee would like to visit the organization “Front Porch” in San Luis Obispo to see if this is a
program we would like to support.
 Worship, Media, Arts - The Media Team recently replaced two body packs and headsets, Easter services were
planned.
 The Nominating Committee continues to meet and will present new elders and deacons on May 19 at the
congregational meeting.
 Membership & Fellowship and Personnel did not have new reports this month.
Average Sunday worship attendance for March 2019 included 48 adults, 1 youth, 3 children

Treasurer’s Report
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.”
Hebrews 13:16

As of March 31, 2019
Operational
Budget
Giving Receipts
Expenses

March
March Year to Date Year to Date
Budget
Actual
Budget
Actual
$16,499.36 $42,424.11 $ 49,498.07 $ 58,990.11
$26,689.73 $54,189.57 $102,443.03 $102,443.03

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit

-$10,190.37 -$11,765.46

-$52,944.96

-$43,452.92

Expenditures for March
were higher than usual due
to the payment for the new
HVAC system. Our
brokerage account
continues to grow steadily.
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The Alter Guild Works Their Magic
“Wow! The chancel looked beautiful
on Palm Sunday!” “The alter was
decorated so simply and
appropriately for Holy Week.” “All
of the flowers this morning were
just beautiful!”

These were just some of the
comments heard during Holy Week
and Easter morning. It took a lot
of work, by several people to get the
chancel looking just right. Marion
Mildon and Lorraine Smith used
their creative talents to create the
desert scene during Lent. Palms
were added leading up to Palm
Sunday, and then everything was
stripped bare except the cross and
three large nails for Holy Week.

celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Many of the flowers
will be planted around the church
campus to help beautify our
grounds. Thank you to everyone
who participated in making the
Easter season beautiful.

In preparation for Easter
morning, Dawn and Dean Collins
purchased numerous flowers and
cut the stems to three inches for
flowering the cross. They also
purchased various kinds of lilies
and other spring flowers to decorate
the church. Marion and Lorraine
worked their magic again and
added white cloths wrapped around
the cross and potted plants and
displayed flowers around the
sanctuary. The result was gorgeous
and a glorious tribute to the

Ask Emily
How do I get wine or grease stains out of fabric?
Don’t Panic! Don’t scrub!
Don’t procrastinate!
If there are wine or grease
stains on a tablecloth or
clothing, spray the stain
with a solution of 1 part
Dawn Dishwashing liquid, 10 parts white vinegar and
5 parts water. The sooner you take care of the stain,
the better. Wash as usual and the stain will
disappear. For heavier stains, it may take a couple
treatments and washing.
10

Going on around
Northkirk . . .
Sunday Morning Bible

Campus Work Day

You are invited to join the
Sunday morning bible study
group the first three Sundays in
May to discuss this quick, but
thought-provoking, book by
Matthew Kelly, “The Biggest
Lie in the History of
Christianity.” In chapter one
he asks "Are you willing to let
God transform you? This
question may sound
intimidating, but he shows us
how the answer can be very
doable and enjoyable.
The study meets in Room 6
at 8:30 am. If you have any
questions, text or call Teri
Smits at 909-237-8068 or Pam
Sickman at 909-815-3193 or the
church office.

The March work party was extremely productive. There was a
great turnout, 10 people from
Northkirk and 10 from R4C!
Everyone worked hard and we
were able to get the water leaks
fixed in the garden, the gutters
cleaned, the water stained carpet
torn out of the pantry, rock installed around the fountain and a
couple classrooms cleaned.
By noon everyone was hungry and tired so Pastor James
bought everyone pizza. But the
best part of the lunch was the
homemade dumplings made by
the ladies of R4C! They were so
delicious; it was hard to stop eating them! All in all it was a successful day and it felt good to put
in a hard days work.

Sunday School
Teachers Needed

This Saturday is another
campus workday. If you have
some time to spare, come anytime between 9 am and noon.

Sunday School teachers are
needed. You don't need to be a
theologian. We need a couple of
people who would like to share
Bible stories, simple games, or
crafts with kids. No experience
required. Contact Paula Emick
or the church office at
909-989-4919.
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