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From the Pastor’s Desk
This past winter we listened
knowing about God. It means to
carefully to Jesus’ prayer in the
know the Lord most familiarly. This
garden of Gethsemane, found in the implies that we will come to know
gospel of John 17. We heard Jesus
the Lord through and through. Like
speaking with the Father, “…this is any relationship, this doesn’t
eternal life, that they may know
happen in a short time. And over
You, the only true God, and Jesus
the length of time, something else
Christ whom You have sent.” The
must happen, care. When one
breadth of the Bible can be
person comes to know another, and
overwhelming. It helps to know it’s they both care for the other, mutual
purpose so that we can understand trust develops. Stop for a moment
how every page fits this. The Bible’s to ponder that our God wants each
purpose is Jesus’
of us to know
“Let us know, let us press Him this well.
purpose: to
restore us to
We may trust
on to know the Lord; His
eternal life by
in some
appearing is as sure as the God
knowing God.
capacity, but
How confidently dawn; He will come to us
how much more
can we say we
may our trust
like the showers, like the
know God?
God may
spring rains that water the grow!
trust us today in
earth.”
Hosea 6:3
As we are
some capacity,
listening to the
but how much
letter to the
may His trust in
Hebrews this
us grow!
spring and summer, we can
understand that Jesus was also a
The prophet Hosea reminds us
bridge between God’s covenant with that, as sure as the sun will rise, so
Moses and God’s new covenant in
is the Lord always with us. And with
Jesus. As with every covenant we
His presence comes with nurturing
find God making in the Scriptures, refreshment. “…this is eternal life,
the purpose was the same: to cause that they may know You, the only
God to be known. Wonderfully, in
true God, and Jesus Christ whom
Jesus, we can ‘see’ and know the
You have sent!”
very heart of God.
/Pastor Martin
When the scriptures invite us to
know God, it means more than

Worship Schedule
Sermon Series
June 2 Choir Sunday
Music has a special ability to
enliven our hearts and minds
before God’s throne. Come
worship the Lord in an extended
musical service for all
His goodness!
June 9
Hebrews 8:6-13
“Jesus’ New, Better Ministry”
Jesus is our eternal high priest but
now has a better ministry
compared to the high priests of
Israel. His new covenant secures
us a longing we all have.”
June 16
Hebrews 9:11-15
“A Truly Clean Conscience”
What does guilt do to us? It can be
hard to see because we’ve likely
felt guilty most of our life. But a
truly clean conscience also does
things to us.”

June 23 Guest Preacher
The Lord brings challenge and
hope for us by our guest
preachers. Come to worship the
Lord whose goodness is
everlasting!
June 30 Guest Preacher
We have the gift of hearing God’s
word and it’s message for us
through Elder Tom Allbaugh. Tom
serves as a professor of English at
Asuza Pacific University and leads
the Northkirk Writers ministry.

Dealing With Grief
Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the merciful
Father, the God from whom all help comes! He helps us in all our troubles, so that we
are able to help others who have all kinds of troubles, using the same help that we
ourselves have received from God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Understanding the Grieving Process

Helping Someone Who is Grieving

By Patricia Johnson, Focus on the Family

On Grief & Grieving by E. Kubler-Ross & D. Kessler

When it comes to grieving the death of a loved one,
there are no linear patterns, no "normal" reactions,
no formulas to follow. While grief is an expected
response to a significant loss, the unfamiliar emotions
that arise can lead to feelings of helplessness, fear and
isolation.
Following a death, everyone works
through these stresses differently. Some
are instantly devastated; others feel
numb and disconnected. Some withdraw
socially, while others reach out for
support.

When someone you know is grieving after a loss, it
can be difficult to know what to say or do. You may
be afraid of intruding, saying the wrong thing, or
making the person feel even worse. Or maybe you
think there’s little you can do to make
things better. But your comfort and
support can make a difference to
someone who is healing. While you
can’t take away the intense pain of
their loss, there are many ways to
show someone who’s grieving how
much you care and to help them
through this difficult time.

Each person sets his or her own pace
when grieving. There will be ups and downs,
moments of relief followed by moments of anguish.
Over time, a host of emotions may emerge. From guilt
to remorse to anger, reactions vary from person to
person. It's not uncommon for grieving loved ones to
ask questions like Why did this happen? Where was
God?
Among those mourning a death, some find the
pain diminishes within weeks or months. They arrive
at a place of acceptance, peace and hope for the
future. They reminisce about their deceased loved one
instead of feeling consumed by memories. For
others, the healing process persists and it is difficult
to enjoy a reasonable quality of life. Everyday events
and significant life markers are painful reminders of
what could have been.
The grieving process can be long and isolating,
yet it's crucial to accept support rather than grieve
alone. Talking about grief is an essential part of
healing. Receiving reassurance and feeling
understood will help make the recovery process more
complete during one of life's most challenging times.
If debilitating symptoms continue longer than six
months, you may want to seek professional help. A
Christian counselor or therapist can help you release
the emotions you may have stored up inside.
(Call Focus on the Family at 1-800-A-FAMILY
and ask for the counseling department. We can refer
you to someone in your area who can help you
through this difficult time. )

The best things to say to someone in grief:
1. I am so sorry for your loss.
2. I wish I had the right words, just know I care.
3. I don’t know how you feel, but I am here to help
in any way I can.
4. You and your loved one will be in my thoughts
and prayers.
5. My favorite memory of your loved one is…
6. I am always just a phone call away
7. Give a hug instead of saying something
8. We all need help at times like this, I am here for
you.
9. I am usually up early or late, if you need anything.
10. Saying nothing, just be with the person.
The worst things to say to someone in grief
1. At least she lived a long life, many people die
young
2. He is in a better place.
3. She brought this on herself.
4. There is a reason for everything.
5. Aren’t you over him yet, he has been dead for
awhile now.
6. You can have another child still.
7. She was such a good person God wanted her to
be with him.
8. I know how you feel.
9. She did what she came here to do and it was her
time to go.
10. Be strong.
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Happening
At Northkirk . . .
Sheds Broken Into
Early in the morning on May 1st, someone drilled
through our shed doors, broke the locks, and helped
themselves to our stored belongings. Although there
was a wide variety of things in the sheds, most of it was
only of value to us. But whatever was monetarily
valuable, the person stole. Our 8-burner barbeque was
taken, four easy ups, some lawn chemicals and some
garden tools.
The person took their time scavenging through our
sheds. According to the surveillance tape, he was there
for four hours, going in and out of the sheds, searching
with a flashlight through everything. He was fully aware
of our cameras and turned his head away every time he
went past the camera. Dean and David Collins spent

many hours watching our surveillance tape to try
to catch a glimpse of the culprit’s face. There were
a couple of times when the guy forgot to turn his
head, so there is a grainy image of his face.

The surveillance footage has been turned over
to the Rancho Cucamonga Sheriffs. The chances
of catching the guy are pretty slim, but if he does
get caught in the act somewhere else, he may be
able to be charged with our theft also. A big
thanks to Dean and David for watching several
hours of surveillance video and compiling the
important clips.
Several people showed up and worked eight
plus hours to help repair the sheds. Heavy duty
locks and steel reinforcements were installed on
the inside of the doors. Additional lighting will be
installed in the back parking lot in the near future.
Of course, if someone really wants to, they can get
break in anyway, but buildings and grounds is
doing everything they can to help deter someone.
Thank you to Ed Rugh, Lee Rash, Allen Simmons,
Dean Collins and Ronn Campbell for the many
hours you put in repairing the sheds.
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Going on around Northkirk . . .
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving,
then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
Romans 12:6-8

Many Volunteers for Campus Work Day
May’s campus work day was a very productive day!
James Beagle, Tom Emick and Ted Liu, the new
youth director, were here most of the day using
their expertise to fix our sprinkler system. When
their expertise ran out, they called in a professional
licensed contractor, Allen Lin, from R4C. He
arrived with a truck full of tools and parts ready to
fix the problem.
There were many flowers left over from Easter
so Sue Sharra and Diane Atherton replanted the
lilies and other flowers around the north side of the
church. Thelma Campbell sprayed all of the weeds,
Carol Entler brought bottled water and Pastor
James sent out for pizza for everyone.
After lunch the guys fixing the shed doors were
there diligently working for several more hours.
Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time to
make our campus more beautiful!

First Jazz Vespers Service Very Successful
“The musicians and music were fantastic!” was
said many times after the first Jazz Vespers
service on May 5th. The jazz band consisted of
five professional musicians with many years of
experience performing with well-know jazz
superstars. They played many jazz classics
recognized by the audience. There was also a
short message about new beginnings and then
a time for the audience to come up and choose
a few seeds to plant in a cup of soil to start
their own new beginnings.
The audience also got to experience the
talent of the Northkirk writers group as three
of the writers shared their literary works.
There was great coffee donated by Bad
Ass Coffee of Rancho Cucamonga and good
cookies and fellowship. It was a great
beginning for a new outreach program. The
next vespers service will be August 18. If you
missed the first vespers, hopefully you can
attend the next one, you won’t be
disappointed.
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How many of you in your 60’s
would attempt to hike the Pacific
Crest Trail? I’m guessing not
many. But John Lee is doing just
that. The trail runs from Mexico
to Canada, a 2,650-mile hike. It
crosses over deserts and tunnels,
through forests, and travels across
mountain passes. On June 2nd
John is picking up the trail at the
I-15/138 interchange near
Wrightwood and is going to hike
from there to Washington. He
anticipates the trek will take him
five months, if all goes well,
walking an average of 16 – 18
miles per day.
John has always been a hiker.
When he was a kid, his parents
would drop him and his two
rambunctious brothers off on
Mount Baldy and tell them they’d
be back in five hours to pick them
up. And thus, began John’s love of
nature and hiking.

for his food. Packing for the trip is
tricky, he needs to take just the
right amount of supplies, enough
so he has everything he needs, but
not too much that his pack is too
heavy. Taking the right kind and
amount of food is important.
Suggested food to carry is Top
Ramen, dehydrated meat and
fruits, nutrition bars, and plenty of
water. Since he can’t carry
months-worth of food with him, he
is boxing up supplies before he
leaves, addressing the boxes to
himself, and will have a friend
send them every few weeks to
small-town post offices along the
way. The post offices will hold a
package for him for 30 days.

the snowpack in the Sierra
Mountains, John doesn’t
anticipate making it all the way to
Canada, but he is hoping to make
it to Washington. If his body holds
out, he would like to make it to the
Bridge of the Gods that crosses the
Columbia River at the Oregon/
Washington border.

If you’re interested in finding
out what John’s experience may be
like, he suggests reading “Wild:
From Lost to Found on the Pacific
Crest Trail” by Cheryl Strayed.
You can also view a movie called
“Wild” based on the book. John
had a dream to hike the Pacific
Crest Trail and has been planning
and training for a long time. He
The trail is divided up into
will be texting Pastor Martin when
sections and permits are required he has cell service, apprising him
to hike the trail. John has a permit of his whereabouts and hopefully
to hike the 500 miles to Oregon
sending pictures. Please keep John
and must pick up other required
in your prayers these next few
permits along the way. The
months, may his time spent in
A long trip like this takes a lot permits are free and are used
nature be good for his body and
of planning and preparation. The mainly for the Forest Service to
soul.
proper equipment is very
track who is on the different
important, special hiking gear like sections of the trail in case of fire
trekking poles, stove, a compass,
and emergency evacuations.
backpack, tent and a bear canister There are some areas where the
Forestry Service strives to control
the number of people on the trail
in order to give the hikers a better
wilderness experience. One such
area is Mt. Whitney; a little side
trip John is going to add to his
hike. The Mt. Whitney hike is a
22-mile round trip, with an
elevation gain of over 6,100 feet. A
very challenging “little side trip".
It will be fall before John gets
to the end of his trail. Because of
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It’s time for
Quakes Baseball!

19th Street Theatre Summer Camp
The 19th Street Theatre production team is gearing up
for their second season. The team is made up of Pastor
Martin, Aline Sardao, Diane Atherton, Paula Emick
and James Chung.
The team brainstormed many ideas and decided
that producing five short scenes was a much more
manageable undertaking than one long production.
They also decided to do a play rather than musical
theatre. This would allow the cast to be able to learn
all of the dialogue and blocking during a one-week
camp.

Cheer on the Northkirk Choir

June 2nd, 2:05 pm
as they sing the
National Anthem

The team received a $1500
grant from the Presbytery of
Riverside to be used in hiring
local high school or college age
students to direct the scenes
and serve as acting coaches.
The scenes will be of a religious
nature, emphasize moral values
or address a current social
issue.
The camp is open to all ages, however children
younger than 12 must be supervised by an adult or
older sibling. The camp will run from July 29 - August
2nd, every evening from 5:00 - 8:00 pm. Two
culminating performances will be given on August 3rd.
If you or someone you know is interested in enrolling
in the camp, they can come in or email the church
office at northkirkoffice@northkirk.org and request a
registration form. The fee is $50/person, $100/family.
Payment can be made via Zelle, check or cash. The fee
is due on or before the first practice.

Save the date . . .

Tickets are available at
the stadium on
game day.

Campus Work Day

Saturday
June 1st
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
On the agenda:

August 18
6:00 pm

•
•
•
•
•
•

Run sprinkler line to memorial trees
Move rocks
Re-pot plants
Spray weeds
Hang ladders
Weed garden
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Spring Gardening

Karen’s
Garden

“Ground that drinks up the rain falling on it repeatedly, and
that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is cultivated,
receives a blessing from God.”
Hebrews 6:7

Ask Ed
How long will my seeds
stay viable?
In some cases, like zucchini, I only
planted a couple hills of seeds and
have a lot left in the seed package.
Can I save them to plant next year?
It seems we all go crazy with
buying all kinds of seed packets
when the bug gets us to plant our
gardens. We plant a few seeds out
of each packet; then throw the
remainder in a box in the garden
shed. They may sit there for years
until we run across them. Is it a
waste of time planting old seed?
Actually, inside every seed,
there is a baby plant, ready to grow
when the conditions are right, and
that potential is there as long as the
seeds are stored properly, even if
they are technically out-of-date
according to the packaging. (Storing
them in a cool, dark, dry place is
best.)

Planting out-of-date seed is
possible. Some vegetable seeds last
longer than others and again, it’s
important how they are stored. As
each year passes, however, the
germination ability will diminish. It
doesn’t hurt to plant the old seeds.
To check the age of the seeds, each
packet should have a date stamped
on them when they were packaged.
If the seeds are more than four years
old, according to the ‘Seed Life
Chart’, most seed germination is
going to be drastically low, with only
a few exceptions.
I’ve given you a couple reference
cites below, with some interesting
articles on seeds

Plant a Garden of Love

PS. I’m experimenting with
some corn seeds this year that are
over 15 years old. I’m also planting
bean seeds that I have gathered each
year from the preceding years.

Plant seeds of faith,
acceptance, and grace.
Flush out the weeds
Or they’ll take over your space.

Some on-line references you can
check out:
 www.rareseeds.com
 www.gardeningchannel.com
 myfruitionseeds.com

Plant a love garden
and weed out the hate.
Protect the good soil
with God’s Word every day.

Sow seeds of greatness
like pansies of praise.
Plant virtuous violets
and weed out the hate.
Plant right-minded roses
and tulips of trust .
Plant seeds of unity
and fertilize with love.
Take hold of the weed roots
that wrap around peace,
preventing good growth
and sweet harmony.

By Lucinda Berry Hill
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Other ways to give . . .
Did you know Inland Valley Hope Partners distributes
hundreds of hygiene packs to homeless individuals and
families each month? Each hygiene pack typically includes
travel size shampoo, conditioner, soap, body lotions,
toothbrush, toothpaste,
deodorant, water and
toilet paper. As you go
on vacations this
summer, collect the
individual toiletries
provided in hotel rooms
and donate them to Hope
Partners. Also with the
hot summer months
approaching, they will
need large quantities of
bottled water to help
keep the clients hydrated.

During the month of
June, Northkirk is
collecting dried
beans for the Sova
food bank. Sova is
the Ontario branch of
Inland Valley Hope
supportive services.

Save the Date for the 2019

Walk for the Hungry and
The Homeless

Hygiene Pack Supplies Needed

Saturday, Sept. 21

June Prayer Calendar
1

City
Leaders
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Military
Veterans

Patricia
Huntsman

Thomas
Huntsman

Anu & Biju
Jacob

Caruna
Jacob

Kay & Richard
Gilbert

Calvary Pres.
Homeless
Program

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Northkirk
Deacons

Glen & Grace
Gonzales

James & John
Gonzales

Christine &
Herman
Guardado

Jamie Hambly

Marley
Hambly-Ortiz

Military
Families

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Northkirk
Elders

Ed Hambly

Flo Hambly

Christine &
Robert Harlow

Sharon Hayden

Alex Hernandez

Presbyterian
Disaster
Assistance

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Northkirk
Writers
Group Northkirk

Mary Lee

Ruth Lee

John Leongson

Paula Lozano

Chris & Les
Maitlen

Single Parents

30

Praise
Band
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

Deacon of the Month
Sharon Hayden: 909-972-5186

Campus Work
Day, 9 am
Presbytery Mtg.
9 am

2
Choir Sunday
Service 9:30 am

3

Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
12:00

11

12

13

Prayer Partners
9 am

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 am
Praise Band
7 pm

10

Deacons Meeting
7 pm
17

Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
12:00
23/30

6

Team Meetings
7 pm

Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
12:00

16
FATHER’S DAY

5
Men’s Bible Study
6:30 am
Praise Band
7 pm
Pastor’s Bible
Study 7:30
WMA Mtg. 8pm

Prayer Partners
9 am

Youth Worship
12 pm
Quakes Game
2:05 pm
9

4

18

19

Prayer Partners
9 am

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 am

Session Mtg.
7 pm

Praise Band
7 pm

25

26

Prayer Partners
9 am

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 am

24

7

8

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

14

15

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

20

21

22

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

27

28

29

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

Praise Band
7 pm

All events are held at the church unless
otherwise noted below or on calendar

Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

Prayer Partners Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cuc.
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405.

Steve Mildon
Janice Vance
Dean Collins
Diane Atherton
Sarah Vance
Christine Harlow

Tom & Bernadette Albaugh
Gail & Bob Valenti
Marion & Steve Mildon
Tom & Jodie Stahl
Martin & Lorraine Smith

Bible Study at 6:30 am Coco’s on Haven and
Baseline, contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977
Prayer Shawl Plus 693 Ocean View Ct., Upland
Contact Emily Scholz 909-985-7150

6/10
6/14
6/17
6/20
6/26
6/27

6/16
6/16
6/24
6/27
6/30
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May Session
Highlights
•

Pastor Martin led a brief study time based in I Kings 5:1-9. We should be thinking of those around us
that are not the church and how we can work together.
• Pastor’s report included:
A brief report on the Vital Congregations Initiative conference held by PCUSA in Denver. This is a
two-year initiative, with the first year focused on building or rebuilding authentic relationships of
faith and the second year seeking to discern the Holy Spirit’s call to action. The Seven Marks of
Vital Congregations were presented:
• Lifelong Discipleship Formation.
• Intentional Authentic Evangelism
• Outward Incarnational Focus
• Empower Servant Leadership
• Spirit-Inspired Worship
• Caring Relationships
• Ecclesial Health
• Pastor Martin had two recent meetings with R4C Pastor James, who introduced their new youth
Pastor, Ted Chen, and their new liaison with Northkirk, Michael Liu. R4C wants to help this
summer with renovation of Classrooms 5 and 6.
• Our initial Jazz Vesper Service went very well, and second Jazz Vesper Service was approved for
August 18.
• Pastor Martin will meet with newly elected elders and deacons on Thursday, May 30, at 7 p.m. for
training.
• Session approved Pastor’s request for slightly modified vacation and study leave dates this year.

•

The Clerk’s report included a Suggestion Box item to relocate the Attendance Pads so they are more
noticeable and that effort be made to encourage people to sign them. The sign in sheets are used by the
Deacons and others in efforts to remain connected with one another.

•

Team reports included:
• Christian Education discussed the summer schedule for Sunday School: No Sunday School will be
held on Choir Sunday (June 2) and no Sunday School July 7 to September 7. Activity kits will be
provided for older children to use during worship; preschoolers and kindergarteners may play in
the nursery if they wish.
• Facilities & Grounds requested and Session approved the purchase of up to 10 solar-powered street
lights to put on our property for security purposes. Additional security costs were discussed at
some length. Two facility use requests were approved.
• Membership/Fellowship has reviewed the membership rolls, identifying individuals to be
contacted who have moved or have not been attending.
• Music, Worship, and Arts presented plans for recognition of graduates and communion on Choir
Sunday, June 2; a short meditation is to substitute for sermon this day. The choir and other
volunteers will sing the National Anthem at Quakes game on June 2. Installation/Ordination of
new elders and deacons will be held June 9, and recognition of volunteers will be held on June 16.
Men will be given lollypops on Father’s Day.
• Personnel presented, and Session approved, time off for Aline, Diane and Harold.
Average Sunday worship attendance for April 2019 included 71 Adults, 3 Youth, and 10 Children.
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Treasurer’s Report
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.”
Hebrews 13:16

Treasurer’s Report as of April 30, 2019
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer
The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment
funds. The session has budgeted $122,284.15 to be
withdrawn from our investments this year. So far,
we have withdrawn $32,300 which is 26% of the
budgeted amount, 7% under budget.
Our investments tumbled $25,000 in April with
the news from China that they will increase tariffs
on American imports. We hope the tumble is
temporary and the market will resume.
Please note that we have a budgeted income of
$16,499.35 in April. This includes pledges, nonpledges, donations, and interest. The amount we
have received is $13,351.00 which is 19% below the
expected. It really helps our church finances when
you keep your pledges and offerings up to date

especially now when we have to subsidize our
expenses from our investments.
It’s time for all church members to support our
sister churches by our per capita offering. This year
our capita is $36.00/member. For 92 members,
totaling $3312. Approximately 59% of our
members have paid their per capita to date. Please
help by contributing as soon as possible.
If anyone has questions regarding our budget,
bank balances or investments, please contact the
church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions
will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to
someone on the stewardship/finance team.

As of April 30, 2019
Operational Budget
Giving/Receipts
Expenses
Net Operating Surplus/Deficit

April
April Year to Date Year to Date
Budget
Actual
Budget
Actual
$16,499.35
$13,351.00
$ 65,997.42
$ 88,490.88
$26,689.73
$16,528.87
$106,758.56
$118,828.51
-$10,190.38

-$3,177.87

-$20,380.39

-$30,337.63

Ask Emily
How do I candle wax out of fabric?
Here's a tip compliments of
Ronn Campbell. If you have
candle wax on your tablecloth,
remove as much wax as
possible, then cover the
remainder of wax with a
brown paper bag. Iron the
bag with a hot iron. The
paper bag will act as a wick
and soak up the wax. Ronn
uses this trick after our
Candlelight service to remove
the wax from the pews.
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