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The Grapevine
From the Pastor
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
(Hebrews 11:1)
What is faith? Others may know we attend worship services or pray
and describe us as a person of faith. But what do they mean by the word
faith? What does faith mean to us? It’s not difficult in our frantic world to
assume the meaning of a word and miss the true action God describes under
the word faith.
Faith is not attendance at ceremonies. Faith typically brings a person to
worship services, but faith is not presence. Faith is not merely intellectual acceptance of God. The apostle James reminded us that demons also believe in
God and shudder (2:19). Faith is not blind acceptance, because faith is something expressed between two persons. But true faith is powerful and inspiring
to another who may not yet know the Lord.
In Hebrews 11:1 we’ve been given a concise definition of faith to
encourage our own. Faith is the assurance of things for which we hope. In the
context of the letter to the Hebrews the subject of hope was God’s
forgiveness and holy restoration of people to the goodness of serving the
Lord. Some of the first readers of this letter were Jewish believers who had
come to doubt that Jesus’ cross was a sufficient sacrifice for their sin. They,
like we might be, were dragged down in guilt. And, so, these early believers
fell away from hope that Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient for them.
Faith also includes assurance that we have been forgiven and are being
restored. Assurance leaves no room for doubt. Like the first readers of this
letter, we can struggle with sinful habits or actions even after we begin to
follow Jesus. Our struggle causes us to doubt the grace and patience of God.
By being reminded of God’s grace through the Scriptures and fellowship we
can stay strong in our faith.
Another word for assurance is conviction. Faith is also described as
conviction of things not seen. The Lord has promised us a new heaven and
new earth and eternal life. We have a long history of faith-filled persons to
look upon in the Scriptures to see the hope that sustained them. Despite
today’s challenges, we believe, we trust in Jesus’ sacrifice for our forgiveness
today and the path of being restored to holiness forever.
Let’s encourage one another in this!
Pastor Martin

July
Worship Schedule
“Blessed, Now Walk”
July 1
Ephesians 1:7-8
Guilt can shackle us in ways
we can’t even see. Yet
forgiveness can be a harder
reality to accept. What
enables us able to let go of
one and receive the other?
July 8
Ephesians 1:9-10
We speak at times about
knowing God’s will. If we
know God’s long term goal,
the short-term decisions are
easier to understand.
July 15
Ephesians 1:11-12
When we think of inheritance,
we are quick to imagine what
one might receive. But did
you ever think that we might
be the inheritance?
July 22
Ephesians 1:13-14
Not only does the Lord
receive an inheritance in the
work of Jesus but we do as
well! And we can be assured
and even begin to enjoy that
inheritance today!
July 29
Ephesians 1:15-23
The difference between living
with understanding or without
has real effect in
our servanthood. What is our
hope, riches, and the power
accessible to us?

July Prayer Calendar
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Elders

2
Francesca
Walker

3
The Wallace
Family

4
Anne Warder

5
Harold
Willome

6
Frank & Bev
Wiltse

7
City & Co.
Government
Leaders

8
Deacons

9
Pilar Yarur
& family

10
Don
Zabriskie

11
Allbaugh
Family

12
Alvarez
Family

13
Tim & Diane
Atherton

14
State &
Nat’l Gov-

15

16
Aye Aye

17
Baird Family

18
Norm &
Debby

19
James Beagle

20
Beauvais
Family

21
My
Immediate
Neighbors

23

24
Wes Brickey

26
Campbell
Family

27

Joyce
Brand

25
Allison
Burgess

30
Mena Cho

31
Collins
Family

Church
22
Clerk of
Session

29
Financial
Secretary

Alberto &
Amore

To:
Paul & Winnie Sage

7/3

28
My Witness
for Christ

July 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

2

3

4

9 am Prayer
Partners**

Office Closed

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship with
Communion &
Install/ordination of

8

9

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
And welcome new
members
11:45 Youth

15

16

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
11:45 Youth
Sunday School

22

23

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
11:45 Youth
Sunday School

29
8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
11:45 Youth
Sunday School
4 pm Schoolhouse
Rock Performance

10

17

18

9 am Prayer
Partners**
7 pm
Session

6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
5:30 pm NST
Rehearsal

24

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

5:30 pm
NST rehearsal

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
& Cross Point

9 am Campus
Work Day

11

7 pm Team
Meetings

9 am Prayer
Partners**

30

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
5:30 pm NST
Rehearsal
7 pm Wed Eve
Bible Study

9 am Prayer
Partners**
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25

6:30 am—Bible
Study ***
5:30 pm NST
Rehearsal
7 pm Wed Eve
Bible Study
8:30 pm Praise

12

19

26

9-3 pm NST
Rehearsal

13

14

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
7:30 pm Cross
Point &

9 am NK
Writers’ Group
9-3 pm NST
Rehearsal

20

21

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
7:30 pm

9-3 pm NST
Rehearsal

27

28

7:30 pm
Children’s
Group
7:30 pm
Cross Point

9 am NK
Writers’ Group
9:30 am Paint and
Pray Event
7 pm Schoolhouse
Rock Performance

31
9 am Prayer
Partners**

All events are held at the church unless otherwise noted:
**Prayer Partners, Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park, #49, contact
Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405
*** Early Risers’ Bible Study, Coco’s on Haven/Baseline, contact
Lee Rash 909-225-4977
****Prayer Shawl Ministries Plus, Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park
#40, contact Sharon Hayden for entry code 909-972-5186 (on
summer break)

Violet De Leon
Teri Smits
David Collins
Winnie Sage
Martin Smith
Cliff Newman
Evelyn Beauvais
Michael Campbell
Mary Lee
Flo Hambly

7/1
7/2
7/3
7/3
7/6
7/12
7/20
7/20
7/22
7/28
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Session Highlights

Session Meeting—June 12, 2018
1. Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Ecclesiastes 11:1. “Cast your bread

upon the waters.” The question asked was, “Was Jesus a risk taker?” While Jesus was,
we have a propensity to be cautious.
2. The Session interviewed and voted to welcome into membership: Alex Hernandez,
Mary Lee, Aline Sardão, Sue Sharra, and David Van Curen. They will be formally recognized during worship on Sunday, July 8. While they have each become active at
Northkirk, please welcome them into membership.
3. The Session also interviewed and approved the following new church officers: As
Elders: Dan Beauvais, Carol Entler, and Lazaro Silva. As Deacons: Marion Mildon,
Sharon Hayden, Violet DeLeon, and Teri Smits. They will be ordained and/or installed
on Sunday, July 1. Please welcome them into these leadership roles and pray for the
Session and Deacons as they regroup and begin the new term of service.
4. The Pastor’s report included:
 A motion, which was approved, that the July Session Teams meet on July 10 (rather
than July 3) because of the holiday.
 Pastor suggested, and Session agreed, that we skip the July movie night because of
the summer musical theater.
 Northkirk served as a polling station on June 5, which was a very positive experience for the poll workers, the voters, and the church staff.
 The kitchen refrigerator has died. A repair service is being contacted, but we may
need to replace it.
 The Session approved a “Paint and Pray” event for Saturday, July 28, 2018, at 9:30
a.m. at Arts Amore in Upland. See additional information in this Grapevine or contact
Chris Maitlen for more information.
 It was reported that our former Interim Pastor Tina Blair was honorably retired at
the last Presbytery meeting, and she was appreciated by a number of attendees.
 The Session approved a CPR class to be held on Saturday, October 27, with additional information to be provided as the date approaches.
Everyone was encouraged to pray for the people in Hawaii who have lost everything in
the recent volcano eruption.
Average Sunday worship attendance for May 2018 included
64 Adults, 2 Youth, and 0 Children.

Stay Connected
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Our Website
If you missed any of our worship services, you can listen to them
on your computer. Go to our website, which is www.northkirk.org
and click on Worship, and sermons current to hear the latest
service or sermons archive to hear past services. While you’re
there, check out other aspects of our church. The services are
also live streamed onto our private Face book page.

Large Print Bulletins
If you have impaired vision and a large print bulletin would
help you to stay more connected during our worship services,
please ask an usher for one before the service begins.
Church Directory On the Go
Did you know our church directory is available to view on your
mobile device?
Instant Church Directory—the program we use to build our
church directory has a free app for church members to download
on their Apple, Android and Kindle Fire devices.
To download the app go to your app store and search for Instant Church Directory. You
will be asked to enter your email address as it's listed in our directory. If your email
address isn't listed in the directory or it needs to be updated, let the church secretary,
Gail Valenti know so it can be added. Once you enter your email address follow the
directions on the screen to complete the login process. After you login, the directory will
be downloaded to your device. Anytime updates are made, they will update on your
device also. In the app you will be able to search for active families and members and
call, email and text right from the app. More information can be found at
www.InstantChurchDirectory.com/app.
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Treasurer’s Report

As of May 31, 2018

Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer

Operational Budget

May Budget

May Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Year to
Date Actual

Giving/Receipts

13, 909.83

12,202.27

69,541.19

82,029.65

Expenses

25,438.96

22,112.15

127,397.37

109,426.56

Net Operating
Surplus/Deficit

-11,529.13

-9,909.88

-57,856.18

-27,396.91

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds. The session has budgeted
$138,760.09 to be withdrawn from our investments this year. So far, we have withdrawn
$10,000.00. Our income from the investments is keeping up with our spending.
God is good!
We have recently paid our Per Capita expense to the Presbytery. So far 46 out of 103
people on the roll have paid. If you haven’t paid, please think about paying your Per
Capita. Each member is charged $35.00 which goes to our Presbytery to help defray their
expenses. We have a few members that cannot pay the expense, so if you can add a few
dollars to your per capita, this will help Northkirk. If you are on our roll and you no longer
wish to be a Northkirk member, please notify our church office immediately.
If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please
contact the church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our
church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team.

Believe Walk
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JOIN TEAM PRESBYTERIAN FOR THE 2018 BELIEVE WALK!
As God said to Abram, “I will bless you...so that you will be a blessing.”
Consider being a blessing to those who are struggling with cancer or who
have survived cancer by becoming part of Team Presbyterian!

Sunday, October 7, 2018 at 8:00 am
Adults: $35 (includes T-shirt)
Children 4-12: $10 (Includes T-shirt)
Under 4: Free (no T-shirt)
To register:
Contact Cheryl Raine at: pastorcheryl@gmail.com or (714) 801-4345
Team Presbyterian will gather in the parking lot of Community Presbyterian
Church of Redlands and move to the starting line together.
Last year Team Presbyterian (85 walkers) raised $5,000, part of the nearly
$300,000 raised for organizations that fight caner and support cancer patients
and their families. The event was moving and inspirational as cancer survivors,
identified with special colored T-shirts, were celebrated and supported.
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Just for Laughs

GOD: Francis, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on down there on the planet? What happened to
the dandelions, violets, milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow
in any type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies,
honey bees and flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now. But, all I see are these green rectangles.
St. FRANCIS: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord, the Suburbanites. They started calling your flowers 'weeds' and went to great
lengths to kill them and replace them with grass.
GOD: Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It's sensitive to temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass growing there?
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass
and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn.
GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy.
ST. FRANCIS:
Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it-sometimes twice a week.
GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?
ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.
GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?
ST. FRANCIS: No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.
GOD: Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow. And, when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it
away?
ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir.
GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows
the growth and saves them a lot of work.
ST. FRANCIS: You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more
money to water it, so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.
GOD: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees
grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn, they fall to the ground and form a natural
blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. It's a natural cycle of life.
ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them
into great piles and pay to have them hauled away.
GOD: No? What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter to keep the soil moist and loose?
ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call mulch. They haul it home and
spread it around in place of the leaves.
GOD: And where do they get this mulch?
ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch.
GOD: Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine, you're in charge of the arts. What movie have you
scheduled for us tonight?
ST. CATHERINE: 'Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a story about....
GOD: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis.

Music, Worship & Arts
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The 19th Street Theatre is in the process of preparing for their performance at the end of
July. They’ve been busily rehearsing twice a week to prepare for this fun event. It’s not too
late to participate. You can show up at any of their rehearsals to help make sets, costumes
or even help corral the smaller children. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from
5:30—8:30 pm and Saturdays from 9 am—3:00 pm, with an hour break for lunch.
Be sure to mark your calendars for the performance times:

Saturday, July 28th at 7 pm

and

Sunday, July 29th at 4 pm

SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK LIVE!
Originally Adapted and Produced for the Stage by Theatre BAM
From the Series Created by George Newall and Tom Yohe
Based on an Idea by David McCall
Book by
SCOTT FERGUSON, GEORGE KEATING and KYLE HALL
Music and Lyrics by
LYNN AHRENS, BOB DOROUGH, DAVE FRISHBERG, KATHY MANDRY, GEORGE
NEWALL and TOM YOHE
Schoolhouse Rock Live!
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
423 West 55th Street, New York, NY 10019
Tel.: (212)541-4684 Fax: (212)397-4684 www.MTIShows.com

Paint and Pray Event
Do you like to paint, or would you like to learn how to? Here’s the
perfect opportunity to let your creative juices flow! Chris Maitlen is
planning a “Paint & Pray” event at Arts Amore in Upland on
July 28th at 9:30 am. The fee for this event is $12 a person. If
you’d like to participate, contact Chris to make arrangements.
Call Chris at 909-484-5070.
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Christian Education
Sunday School Coordinator Needed!

We are looking for a Sunday School Coordinator. If you love
working with children and would like to be instrumental in their
faith growth, please consider this role. The Sunday School
Coordinator picks out the curriculum for Sunday school, makes
sure that the Sunday school is staffed with teachers and trains
any new Sunday school teachers. Please contact the church
office if you’d like to be considered for this role. Your name will
be forwarded to the new Christian Education Elder.

Children’s Sunday School Is Out for Summer!
There won’t be Sunday school during the summer months, but kids
can still come to church! We will have activity packets to keep those
little hands busy during the service.
If you feel that your child is being disruptive, you can listen to the
service from the Fellowship Hall.

Bible Studies this Summer
Sunday Morning Bible Study “God is in the Laundry Room” meets at 8:30 am
in room 5. Contact Teri Smits at tsmitsmits@aol.com
3D Group is taking a summer break.
Youth Sunday School meets from 11:45 am until 1:15 pm on Sundays in room 5.
Lessons vary each week. Leader: Tom Tui.
Monday Eve. Bible Study is taking a summer break.
Early Risers’ Bible Study meets at 6:30 every Wednesday morning at Coco’s at Haven & Baseline in
Rancho Cucamonga. Questions? contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net

Wed. Eve. Bible Study meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at 7 pm in Pastor Martin’s office.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus is taking a summer break.
ESL Bible Study is taking a summer break.

Missions
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Food of the Month:
During the month of July, we’ll collect cereal for the S.O.V.A. food bank. All kinds of
cereal are appreciated...ready to eat cold cereals, instant cereals that need to be
added to hot water, old fashioned oats, etc. These food donations are used to help
feed people in our community that otherwise wouldn’t have enough food to feed their
families.
Thank you Norm Balders for delivering the food donations at the end of each month.

Karen’s Garden
If you’d like to use a plot in Karen’s Garden to grow your own
fresh organic produce, please contact Ed Rugh at
erugh3@gmail.com to obtain a form to fill out. There are a few
guidelines to follow. Ed will let you know which plots are still
available.

Prayer Shawl Ministries Plus
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has received three afghans which
were donated to the group. One of the afghans is a yellow,
brown & white daisy design, another is an orange & brown
stripe design and the last is white squares, bordered in black
with purple violets appliquéd on the squares. The white
squares were made by Mary Francis Green for a Midnight Cat
afghan that Mary never got to finish. Later the Prayer Shawl
group decided on the violets instead of the cats to give the
afghan some color.
All three afghans will be put up for auction (pending approval of
Session) with a starting bid of $100.00. The proceeds will go to
the Prayer Shawl Ministry and are tax deductible. This ministry
is composed of a group of knitters and crochet artists who
make shawls that are blessed by our pastor and church. The
shawls go to individuals that are having difficulties in their lives
and are to be used by the individual to become closer to our
Lord. We also make shawls for weddings, new babies and
special events. Most of the shawls are stitched in patterns of
three to represent the trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
If you are interested in bidding on one of the afghans, or if you
are interested in joining the prayer shawl group, please contact
Lisa Newman or Sharon Hayden.

Violets on White
This afghan still needs to be pieced
together. But the pattern has alternating
violets and white squares. This was
started by Mary Francis Green and will
be finished by our Prayer Shawl Ministry
Plus Group.

9101 19th Street
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701
909-989-4919
northkirkoffice@northkirk.org

VISITORS are WELCOME
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School for Preschool through 5th Grade
Sunday Teen Bible Study at 11:45 AM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
STAFF:
The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org
Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org
Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org
Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com
Meagan Maffei, Nursery Attendant
Pilar Yarur, Custodian
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church
(909) 989-4919
www.northkirk.org

