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Northkirk Presbyterian Church

Worship Schedule

Sermon Series
“The World in His Hands”

January 3
Daniel 1:1-5, 8-15, 18-19

Daniel resolved to not defile 
himself when captured. What 

does Daniel teach us about our 
own New Year resolutions?

January 10
Daniel 2:1-5, 10-12, 17-23

Daniel prayed in a desperate 
situation. When things are 

beyond our control, prayer brings 
us understanding and guidance.

January 17
Daniel 2:27-28, 31-48

God has been at work through 
all history and all kingdoms. 
What is the place of Christ’s 

church in God’s plan?

January 24
Daniel 3:1-12, 15-19, 23-26, 28-29

In our highly communicative 
world, others are constantly 
asking for our attention and 
more. Daniel shows us why 

worshipping only God 
matters to others.

January 31
Daniel 5:1-8, 13, 18-20, 22-28, 30

Our life experience and 
responsibility are two gifts from 
God. Are we aware that we must 

regard both to serve God well? 

Aren’t we all ready to welcome a New 
Year? No one will disagree that these 
days for us are difficult and uncertain. 
We know family and neighbors 
suffering due to the pandemic. Some 
of us have lost loved ones. Our nation 
struggles in divisions. In our prayers, 
we ask God to intervene. Now, we 
think, would be a good time for Christ 
to return!

God’s people of the past have 
endured similar 
hard times. And 
in answer   to 
such experiences, 
the Scriptures 
declare that 
the Lord is not 
absent, but 
rather sovereign. 
That is, God is in 
control over all we experience. God’s 
sovereignty has always challenged us 
to recognize the majesty and power 
of the Lord. When the apostle Paul 
wrote to the Ephesian church in the 
first century, reminding them that our 
Father had given our Lord Jesus all 
authority, that city still was the center 
of worship of the Greek god Artemis 
(see Acts 19). How would the harvest 
for the kingdom of God grow while 
such idolatry existed? Why did not the 
Lord immediately strike down such 
temples?

Throughout history, God has 
demonstrated patience with us and 

love for us. God has given us all free 
will while the Lord orchestrates 
his care and call into our lives, 
despite the backdrop of kingdoms 
and cultures. Even today, in our 
country and culture and through this 
pandemic, the Lord demonstrates 
his patience and love for all. And 
through his people of earlier times, 
and through us today as the body of 
Christ, the Lord sends his faithful 

servants to 
demonstrate he 
is worthy of trust 
and honor. The 
prophet Daniel is 
a helpful example 
for us in our day.

In these 
weeks before 
Lent, we will 

take time in the book of Daniel to 
understand God’s sovereignty and 
how his servants can bring others to 
know the Lord. Paul also reminded 
the Ephesian believers that Christ 
Jesus is also the head of his body, 
us. Even as Daniel would succeed in 
faithfulness and bring others to know 
the true God, may our Lord also lead 
us in these difficult days so that we, 
too, may be faithful servants in his 
harvest!

January
2021

“And he has put all things 
under his feet and has 
made him the head over all 
things for the church…” 
  (Ephesians 1:22)

/Pastor Martin
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Start off the New Year with Decluttering!
Decluttering Is A Holy Act

Decluttering is not likely the first thing that comes to 
mind when thinking about spiritual practices. It may 
even sound more like a chore as we think of sorting 
through closets or our dreaded junk drawers. The 
process can be overwhelming, particularly if it’s been 
a while since we last decluttered. However, the end 
result is worth the work as we admire the organized 
shelves and drawers.

The first step in decluttering is to acknowledge 
this is not easy work. While some possessions are 
valuable or evoke feelings of happiness, others just 
gobble up space. Letting go of what we have held on 
to for a long time can even stir up feelings of grief. 
Marie Kondo’s insights from her bestseller “The 
Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up” can be helpful 
in thinking about this difficulty. Kondo counsels that 
when decluttering our physical space, we are reluctant 
to relinquish some of our possessions for two reasons: 
guilt and anxiety.

Guilt keeps us from letting go of possessions that 
have some sentimental value. We hold on to an item 
we don’t particularly like because a relative or friend 
gave it to us. Unconsciously, we may believe that 
giving up the gift represents a rejection of the giver.

Anxiety causes us to hold too tightly to our 
possessions because we fear that we may one day need 
those belongings. How many of us cannot fit a car into 
our garage because it’s full of “someday” items?

Make room for joy by getting rid of guilt and angst
By Courtney Bowen/Presbyterian Today, Dec. 2020

Now if Kondo advises letting go of possessions 
we no longer want or need to make room for 
belongings that spark joy for us, imagine what 
decluttering our spiritual space — letting go of 
“things” that clutter our hearts — could do!

Just as guilt might keep us holding on to 
physical things, we often hold on to memories, 
beliefs and past arguments that no longer serve us 
in our spiritual lives. Perhaps we hold on to dogma 

Put Into Practice

• Take an inventory of your emotions. What are 
you holding on to that is leaving no room for 
joy? Now hand the “clutter” over to God in 
prayer.

• Create a New Year’s Day tradition by writing 
down your spiritual clutter on a piece of paper. 
Then start a fire outdoors and toss the paper 
into the flames. This can be done alone or as 
a church activity. Gathering around a fire and 
releasing the clutter is also a great idea for the 
start of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, 
Feb. 17.

• Take a few minutes each day to clean out your 
“spiritual junk drawer” by confessing to God 
the “items” that are weighing you down.

Spiritual decluttering ideas
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we were taught as children that is no longer helpful or 
healthy for us because to let go of it makes us feel as 
if we are turning our backs on our childhood homes 
or communities. Or perhaps we hold on to anger or 
hurt because we fear letting go of them would make us 
vulnerable.

When we declutter our spiritual lives by giving 
up what is no longer useful for us, we make room 
for the One who brings us true joy. Decluttering our 
spirits creates liminal space, full of possibility and 
creativity, for the Holy Spirit to move in our hearts.

How do we declutter our spiritual lives? Perhaps 
the answer lies in other spiritual practices such as 
confession and prayer. If we are holding on to guilt, 
let us practice confessing that guilt to God. If we are 
holding on to hurtful things that have been said or 
taught to us, let us share that with God. If we are 
holding on to fear or anxiety, let us give that to God 
as well, as Philippians 4:6–7 teaches us:  Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Just as a decluttered physical space can bring a 
sense of calm, a decluttered spiritual life opens us to 
an even greater peace — one in which we have room to 
see how God is at work in our lives and in the world.

Happy cleaning!

Courtney Bowen is associate pastor for youth at 
First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Florida. In addition 
to practicing the spiritual discipline of decluttering, she 
enjoys hiking and knitting, and is an avid reader.

Some New Year’s Resolutions

Work Party
Jan. 2

9 am - 12 pm

• clean out gutters
• spray/pull weeds
• take down Christmas decor
• trim bushes

1. I will not tell the same story at every get-
together.

2. I will think of a password other than 
“password.”

3. I will no longer waste my time reliving the 
past, instead I will spend it worrying about 
the future.

4. I will not sit in my living room all day 
in my pajamas. Instead, I will move my 
computer into the bedroom.

5. I will do less laundry and use more 
deodorant.

6. I resolve to stop poisoning my family with 
my cooking.

7. I will find a more accurate scale.
8. I will build biceps by increasing reps of 

Ding Dong curls to 3 sets of 15
9. I will switch my username to “password” 

and my password to “username” to make 
each a lot harder for hackers to figure out.

10. I will watch more cute and cuddly kitten 
videos on YouTube.

11. I will stop buying worthless junk on eBay 
because QVC has better specials.

12. To rediscover the difference between wants 
and needs. May I have all I need and want 
all I have.
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Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Martin
Motion:   Northkirk Session maintain outdoor 
worship, consistent with existing state guidance, 
through the current Regional Stay Home Order 
period.  Motion passed unanimously.

Committee Reports
Christian Ed:  James Beagle
• Discussing ways to interact with children during 

this COVID-19 period.

Membership & Fellowship:  Diane Atherton
• Motion to move 14 members who have moved or 

are no longer attending to the inactive list.  Passed 
unanimously.

Missions:  David Van Curen
• Motion:  Ask the Northkirk congregation to submit 

ideas for charities or mission projects that they 
would like the church to support, beginning in 
January 2021 via email or Sunday morning basket.  
Motion passed unanimously.

• 60 boxes were received for Operation Christmas 
Child

Stewardship Finance:  Lee Rash
Stewardship Pledges
• 2021 Pledge cards went out to all members in 

November. So far 21 cards have been returned, 
pledging a total of $98,060 to the general fund 
(compared to $103,500 pledged last year).

Personnel:  Joyce Brand
• Job descriptions are being gathered, revised 

and will be stored in the office for future use.

Average Attendance for Online & Outdoor 
Worship Services -- November:

YouTube:  21 viewers
Public Facebook Page:  28 viewers
Private Facebook Group:   51 viewers
Outdoor Service:   19 attenders

DECEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
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Missions

Northkirk has always had a very generous heart when it comes 
to taking care of each other and the needy in our community.   
This Christmas Diane Atherton, Allison Burgess and Pilar 
Yarur had the privilege of assisting TOUCH Ministries in 
packing 100 backpacks for the homeless in the Ontario area.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry of Northkirk knitted and 
crocheted 34 hats and 4 scarves to contribute.  The majority 
of the hats were crocheted by Trudy Milne!  She was also kind 
enough to ship them to us from Missouri.  The group wanted 
to put a hat in each backpack, so the congregation was asked 
to contribute store-bought hats also.  They came through and 
generously donated the rest of the hats.

TOUCH Ministries supplied the backpacks and donors 
contributed toiletries, snacks and other personal necessity 
items.

The packs were passed out two days before Christmas in 
hopes of providing some holiday cheer for those living on the 
streets.  TOUCH is always looking for volunteers to help serve 
in the weekly food program.  Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday groceries are passed out in the parking lot of Fortress 
Church in Ontario.  

If you would like to volunteer at TOUCH, contact:
Connie Anaya at (909)682-5474

Backpacks for     
the Homeless
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 Children’s
Corner

Bored
Adults
Corner

In Matthew 3 we find the story of Jesus coming to John the Baptist 
and requesting to be baptized. This is a wonderful picture of Jesus 
identifying himself with all sinful humans and giving us an example 
of how our Christian lives should be characterized by sacrificial love 
and humility.”
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Ask
Emily

Ask
Ed

Yes, there is a right and wrong side.  If you use the 
disposable ones, you should wear the white side 
toward your face and the blue side outward.  Be 
sure to have the nose guard at the top of your nose 
and the bottom alongside your chin.  When you put 
your mask away or you take it off, be sure not to let 
the blue side touch the white side or the next time 
you wear the mask, the virus that could possibly be 
on the blue side has now compromised the white 
side and you’ll be breathing it to your lungs.  Not 
a good idea.  Let’s all say good-bye to this terrible 
virus.  May there be comfort and joy in 2021.

Is there a right or wrong side to 
your face mask?

Ten million Christmas trees end up in the landfill ev-
ery year, but there are better and greener alternatives 
to tossing your tree in the trash. Once the decorations 
are boxed and the lights are removed, you’re ready to 
get rid of the tree. Here are commonly asked ques-
tions about how to dispose of your Christmas tree.
Are There Options for Christmas Tree Recycling?

Yes, there are ways to recycle real Christmas 
trees. As mentioned above, some cities will collect 
trees for recycling. Also, in some areas, the Boy 
Scouts of America host similar collections for a small 
fee.

You can also recycle your tree by donating 
it to an environmental organization. Some zoos 
accept trees and use them as treats or playthings 
for animals. Certain wildlife organizations recycle 
Christmas trees as habitats for animals in the winter. 
In some areas, recycled Christmas trees are used to 
protect riverbanks, dunes or coastlines from erosion.

Can I Recycle a Flocked Tree?
No. Flocked trees need to be chopped up and 

placed in your regular solid waste bin, but check 
with your local department of public works for more 
information.  Can I Compost My Christmas Tree?

Composting is a great way to dispose of your 
Christmas tree and extend its use. The branches from 
your tree make a good base for a compost pile. If you 
take your tree to a chipper, you can use the resulting 
mulch in your compost heap.

Can I Burn My Christmas Tree?
This depends on your location.  Firewood or 

kindling for an outdoor fire is fine; however, you 
won’t want to burn this wood in an indoor fireplace, 
because sap can stick to the inside of your chimney 

How do I dispose my 
Christmas tree? 

and cause a chimney fire. Chop up your tree and let 
the wood dry out for several months before using it 
in an outdoor fire pit or bonfire.

Can I Throw a Christmas Tree in a Dumpster?
Yes, a dumpster can be used to dispose of 

your tree. If you have a real tree, make sure your 
dumpster rental allows for yard waste. Consider 
recycling or re-purposing option.



8

During the month of January  Northkirk is 
collecting  Canned Food for  TOUCH Ministries 
and the Sova food bank.   Sova is the Ontario 
branch of Inland Valley Hope supportive services.

Sova Program Center
 904 E. California Street
 Ontario, CA  91761
 909-622-3806
 Hours:   Monday - Thursday
          9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Food Resources
Food Assistance for Seniors (60+)

Eligible seniors will be able to receive a 10-12 lb. food kit of 
healthy, shelf-stable items, once a month.

Beta Center
209 W. Pearl St.
Pomona
Second Thursday from 3 pm – 4 pm 

Food Assistance for Anyone - no qualifying
TOUCH Ministries
219 W. Belmont Street, Ontario
(In the back parking lot of Fortress Church)
909-682-5474
Monday, Wednesday, Friday          9:30 am – 10:50 am

No paperwork to fill out, can get up to $50 of food every 
     Mon, Wed. & Fri for $5
During COVID-19 guests can remain in their cars and food will 
     be brought to them.

1

Dick & Kay 
Gilbert

2

Men’s Bible 
Study

3

Inland Valley 
Hope Parnters

4

Glen & Grace
Gonzales

5

Ed Hambly

6

Flo Hambly

7

Jamie Hambly
& Marley

8

Sharon Hayden

9

Our City 
Leaders

10

TOUCH
Ministries

11

Rexanne & 
Rick Hess

12

Patricia
Huntsman

13

Thomas
Huntsman

14

Anu, Biju & 
Caruna Jacob

15

Mary Lee

16

Our National 
Leaders

17

Our Shut Ins

18

Ruth Lee

19

John Leongson

20

Chris & Les
Maitlen

21

Mat & Molly
Matthews

22

Margaret
Merhoff

23

Our local 
police officers

24

Christians 
around the

world

25

Nancy & Eric
Michalski

26

Marion & 
Steve Mildon

27

Trudy & David
Milne

28

Ruben 
Miranda

29

Cathy Moody

30

Our Military 
Members

January Prayer Calendar

31
Pacific Lifeline

Deacon of the Month:
Teri Smits - 909-227-8068
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

3
Bible St. 8 am

Online & Outdoor
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 12:30 

4 5
Prayer Partners

9 am

Finance Mtg.
6 pm

6

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

via Zoom

7

Record Worship
Service
6:30 pm

8 9

10
Bible St. 8 am

Online & Outdoor
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 12:30

11 12
Prayer Partners

9 am

Deacons Meeting
7 pm

13
Men’s Bible St.

7:30 am

Pastor’s Bible St.
7:30 pm

14

Record Worship
Service
6:30 pm

15 16

17
Bible St. 8 am

Online & Outdoor
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 12:30

18 19

Prayer Partners
9 am

Session Meeting
7 pm

20

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

21

Record Worship
Service
6:30 pm

22 23

24
Bible St. 8 am

Online & Outdoor
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 12:30

25 26

Prayer Partners
9 am

27

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

Pastor’s Bible St.
7:30 pm

28

Record Worship
Service
6:30 pm

29 30

31
Bible St. 8 am

Online & Outdoor
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 12:30

JANUARY EVENTS CALENDAR

Happy Anniversary! Happy Birthday!Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cucamonga
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405.
 
Men’s Bible Study at 7:30 am Via Zoom, contact Lee Rash 
909-225-4977
 
3D Study - Sunday, 12:30 pm  Via Zoom, contact Martin 
Smith 909-285-2130
 
Pastor’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 7 pm  Fellowship Hall, 
contact Martin Smith 909-285-2130
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 8 - 9 am via FaceTime, 
Contact Teri Smits 909-227-8068

Jacob Stahl 1/05
Mena Cho 1/07
Dave Vaughn 1/14
Marley Hambly-Ortiz 1/15
Daniel Beauvais 1/16
Pam Rock 1/19
Sharon Thomas 1/22
Ed Hambly 1/27

None that we know of.  If we 
missed your anniversary, please 
let the office know.

Campus Work
Day  9 am
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer’s Report as of 
November 30, 2020

Operational Budget November Budget November Actual Year to Date 
Budget

Year to Date 
Actual

Giving/Receipts $16,756.70 $15,916.00 $167,567.09 $203,906.50

Expenses $25,816.97 $21,891.54 $258,170.02 $254,931.47

Net Operating 
Surplus/Deficit

-$9,060.27 -$5,975.54 -$90,602.93 -$51,024.97

Electronic Giving Accounts
mops@northkirk.org
giving@northkirk.org 
loveoffering@northkirk.org

We did better in November.  We are still having 
to rely on our investments to help pay our bills.  
Fortunately, our investments also did very well in 
November.  

The net operating deficit is subsidized 
by savings reserves and investment funds.   
The session has budgeted $108,728.46 to be 
withdrawn from our investments this year.  We 
have withdrawn $50,895.00, which is 47% of the 
budgeted amount 92% of the budget year has 
passed.  

We are thankful to all our benefactors.  Every 
gift to the church is precious.  Our year-to-date 
Pledges are at 106% of the budgeted amount.  
Non-Pledge receipts are at 125% and Building 
Capital is at 107%.  Note that the Building 
Capital goes down slightly each month because 
we received a rebate from our mortgage loan in 
March which was amortized over the entire year 
instead of amortizing the rebate just in March.

Deposits are made each week using the Bank 
of America’s mobile app.  If anyone would like 
their checks that were deposited returned, please 
inform the office or our treasurer, Emily Scholz, 
otherwise the checks will be destroyed.   

If anyone has questions regarding our 
budget, bank balances or investments, please 
contact the church office at 909-989-4919 and 
your questions will be forwarded to our church 
treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/
finance team.

A tax deferred IRA is a plan where money has been 
invested pre-tax.  You pay the tax upon distributions 
of the funds.  If you have one of these accounts and 
find now that you’re retired, your income is higher 
than when you invested the money, here’s a way 
to save the ordinary income tax.  You can transfer 
securities to our Church’s investment account with 
Stout, Payne and Waner 
directly from your 
investment account. You 
can transfer cash directly 
to Northkirk.  The secret 
is you never distribute the 
money to yourself.  Here 
are the qualification rules:

You must be 72
• The funds must go to an IRS approved charity  

(Northkirk qualifies, we have a non-profit 
status)

• You may make tax-free gifts totaling up to 
$100,000 per year

• The amount you give will count towards your 
annual required minimum distribution but 
will not be considered income to you

This direct transfer to charity from an IRA is 
called a “Qualified Charitable Distribution.”  This 
option can be especially attractive if you do not 
itemize your tax deductions or you would like to keep 
your reportable income down to avoid having your 
Social Security and other income taxed at a higher 
rate. It is best to talk to your financial adviser.

Good News for those who have Tax Deferred 
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA’s)



11

Northkirk Classified
Do you have something you want to sell, give away, exchange?  Or maybe you are looking for some 
item in particular?  This new section of the Grapevine will give you the opportunity to turn your 
trash into someone’s treasure!

3 in one bed that converts from a crib to a 
day bed  and twin sized bed as your child 
gets older.

FOR SALE!
Eddie Bauer Crib

Never been used!
$120 

Includes crib, mattress and bedding.

Call Lovey if interested:  909-734-9993

Wanted!Wanted!
Plastic pots of all sizesPlastic pots of all sizes

Contact:
    Dean Collins
    deacondeanav@gmail.com

Free!
Gourmia Digital Sous Vide 
Pod Immersion Circulator Cooker

Contact Emily if interested
     escholz62@gmail.com

• BETTER THAN FIVE STAR STEAKHOUSES in 
meat, poultry and sea food preperation.

• Think of medium rare meats with no dry crusted edg-
es, with a perfect texture and unbeatable flavor. Think 
of poached eggs, just the way you like them, every 
single time. 

• Think of perfection, innovation and ease. Lock in 
flavor and go for sous vide!

Free
Craft ladders made from Eucalypus branches

Sample Projects
Contact
Diane at
datherton@
verizon.net


