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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Have you ever expected a guide? 
Maybe you were on a vacation in a 
new place and waited for a guide 
to lead the group. Without a guide, 
the people would not know where 
to go, how to go, how to be safe, 
and how to succeed. If you were 
interested in taking a cooking 
class, your guide would be 
necessary to teach you what tools 
to use, how recipes were to be 
understood, where ingredients 
could be found, and how serving 
for presentation was part of the 
thrill of sharing 
wonderful dishes 
with others. 
Without guides, 
we are likely to 
make errors, 
suffer, and even 
cause others 
suffering. 
Matthew, the 
evangelist of our 
first gospel, heralds the good news 
that Jesus, God’s long-promised 
messiah, is our guide. With the 
new year, we begin a sermon 
series listening to Matthew and 
the good news of Christ our guide.  

 Remember when you were 
a child? With some reflection, we 
can think of all the guides that led 
us into adulthood. Parents, 
teachers, doctors, dentists, and 
coaches all contributed to teaching 
us how to care for ourselves and 
our world. Like us, Israel and the 
rest of humanity also had these to 

raise children. Yet before Jesus 
came, all adults recognized there 
was remained suffering in this 
world. We were still missing 
someone to guide us to be the 
people and world God intended. 
Jesus is that guide. 

 It’s natural for us, given our 
experience in life with good guides 
and bad guides, to initially wonder 
at the quality of any guide that 
comes before us. Matthew realized 
this and takes time to show how 

the Father 
led Jesus 
to prove 
his quality. 
For us as 
well, 
trusting 
Jesus is 
critical so 
that we 
may 

experience the full joy of eternal 
life the Lord intends for us.  

 Step-by-step guides build 
those that follow. We’re fortunate 
to follow Jesus together.  We  
check- in after one another, we 
encourage one another, we serve 
together, and we celebrate our 
growth together. It’s a new year 
and Jesus our messiah will lead us 
so that we will experience new, 
exciting things for his glory and 
our joy. The Lord is good! 

       “… and Jacob the father 
of Joseph the husband of 
Mary, of whom Jesus was 
born, who is called the 
Messiah.”       (Matthew 1:16) 

January 
2020  

Sermon Series 
 

 “Jesus, the Promised Messiah” 
 

January 5 
Matthew 3:13-17 

Jesus was baptized to fulfill “all 
righteousness.”  How 

confidently can we trust Jesus to 
fulfill God’s promises for us? 

 
January 12 

Matthew 4:1-11 
Like us, Jesus dealt with 

temptations.  What can we learn 
from Jesus to remain a faithful 
servant when other attractions 

would draw us away? 
 

January 19 
Matthew 5:1-11 

The Beatitudes summarize the 
character we’re to hold as Jesus’ 

followers and servants.  Which 
ones are a challenge for us?  
How can we grow together  

in these? 
 

January 26 
Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus made everything more 
vivid, as does salt on food!  We, 
too, are to bring such highlight 

to our life as well as others’. 
What will this cause?  

                             

Worship Schedule 

/Pastor Martin 



Helping Families at Christmas 

Missions 
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Three different families were able to give their 
kids a merry Christmas thanks to God’s perfect 
timing.  The week before Christmas a woman in our 
community called the office asking if there was any 
way we could help her get some presents for her six 
children.  She had recently had a car accident and 
totaled her vehicle and money was really tight.  She 
tried to get on the fire departments Spark of Love list, 
but they had too many requests.  The office told her 
they would see what they could do.  About an hour 
later, Marion Mildon called and asked if they knew 
anyone who needed Christmas gifts for their children.  
Marion has a friend who works with a foster children 
agency and had access to a truckload of toys to give 
away.  Northkirk was able to provide the family with 
plenty of gifts and grocery cards for a Christmas 
dinner.  They also provided presents for a MOPS 
family and a family from our church.  God is good! 

Allison Burgess stays busy! 
Meals on Wheels, Pacific Lifeline and the 

Ontario Museum are just some of the places where 
Allison Burgess volunteers.  She started 
volunteering for Meals on Wheels a few weeks ago 
because she heard they were short on workers.  She 
said the food is made at San Antonio Hospital 
every day and then delivered to Upland 
Presbyterian Church.  There volunteers sort and 
box up the meals to be delivered, by more 
volunteers, to the elderly or those who are not able 
to cook for themselves.  She said the biggest 
reward of the job is getting to meet the people she 
delivers to.  She finds satisfaction in knowing that 
because of Meals on Wheels, these people are able 
to stay in their own homes.  The program is still 
looking for volunteers if anyone is interested. 

The Ontario Museum is another place where 
Allison volunteers.  Alison was a teacher before she 
retired, so giving tours to school groups is right up 
her alley.  As a docent, she gets to guide children 
through museum exhibits while the kids learn 
about Ontario’s interesting history.  Allison said if 
you haven’t 
been to the 
Ontario 
Museum, it is 
well worth the 
visit.  It is 
located at 225 
South Euclid 
Avenue and is 
open Thursday - 
Sunday from 12 
to 4 pm. 

Allison also volunteers for Pacific  Lifeline.  
Pacific Lifeline is an organization that Northkirk 
missions supports.  They provide residential 
assistance to women and children.  Because of 
Allison’s connections, the women received beanies 
and scraves from The Prayer Shawl+ Ministry for 
the past two years. 

In her  spare time, Allison also teaches Sunday 
school and has served as a deacon here at 
Northkirk.  Thank you Allison for your inspiration 
and dedication to serving the community! 

Spotlight  
on Serving Others 

Ridgecrest Recovering  
from Earthquake 

Shortly after the Ridgecrest Earthquake, Northkirk  
collected a love offering for our sister Presbyterian 
church there.  We received a nice thank you letter from 
them printed below: 
 

“Your gift and prayers have had special meaning 
for us.  Not only did we have the fright of earthquakes 
and aftershocks, but our congregation rather suddenly 
lost about one-fourth of the active members during a 
two-month period of time.   

Our spirits are buoyed, and we look forward to 
participating in the Vital Congregations Initiative with 
The Riverside Presbytery.  May God work mightily in 
our congregations.  You are in our thoughts and 
prayers especially as we begin this wonderful season of 
Advent.” 

 With Christ’s Love 

 Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church 



 

 

Going on around Northkirk 

3 

Christmas Paint & Craft a Success 

Creativity abounded at the Christmas Paint & Craft 
Class in December.  Twenty-one people gathered 
in the fellowship hall to paint on wood and enjoy 
Christmas goodies.  The participants had the 
choice of painting a Christmas sign or round, wood
- sliced tree ornaments.  Regardless of skill level, 
everyone’s project turned out beautiful!  The 
proceeds from the supply fees paid by each 
participant were donated to Northkirk to help fill 
the empty planters behind the fellowship hall with 
plants. 

19th Street Explorers Gets Started 

The new social group, the 19th Street Explorers, 
celebrated their kick off in December with a pot luck 
lunch and discussion of what sorts of activities they 
would like to do.  One of the things they decided they 
wanted to do was get out and explore their community.  
There are lots of things to do in the local area and it is 
always more fun to do things with friends.     

Some ideas of things they would like to do 
are:  go to movies, plays, the botanical garden in 
Claremont, an Easter Cantata,  cultural pot lucks,  
learning to play snooker/pool and many other 
outings. 

The next meeting, January 8, will be at 
Northkirk in the fellowship hall at 11:30 am.  It 
will be a potluck lunch followed by games.    On 
January 22 the event is a movie and popcorn in 
the fellowship hall. In March the group will be 
going to the Lewis Playhouse to see the Broadway 
Musical “Sister Act”. 

The group is open to people of all ages and 
everyone gets to take a turn at picking an 
activity.  So if there is someplace you have 
always wanted to go, here is your chance to go 
with friends.  You do not need to attend 
Northkirk to be a part of 19th Street Explorers,  
so invite your friends and explore new places! 
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Going on around Northkirk . . . 

Campus Work Day 
 

Saturday, Jan. 4 
 
9:00 am 
 

On the agenda: 
Take down  
Christmas  
décor. 

Family Christmas Program 

The family Christmas program held on December 
21st was very musically entertaining.  There were 
favorite Christmas songs performed by many 
instruments and voices.  Caruna Jacob and 
Ngaire Simmons performed on the violin, Harold 
Willome on piano, Aline Sardão on bass guitar 

and Pastor Martin and Lorrain played a duet on 
guitar and piano.  Bill Scholz reminded us of our 
childhood by reciting The Night Before 
Christmas, and the 19th Street Band entertained 
us with some rocking tunes.  To finish the 
evening, the Canyon City Brass wowed us with a 
Christmas medley.  It was an uplifting program 
that put everyone in the Christmas spirit. 

Already?  Didn’t we 
just put it up? 
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Children’s  
Corner 

Sunday school 
Teachers needed!  

 

We really, really need two Sunday school teachers!   
The curriculum will be provided for you and does 
not take a lot of planning.  You would only be asked 
to teach one Sunday a month.  You do not need to 
have any experience; it is a low-stress and 
rewarding job. 

If you would be willing to teach, please talk to 
Paula Emick or contact the church office.   

 

 Bring a Friend to Sunday     
    School the Last Sunday of  
          the Month! 

 

Fun activities that  
tie in with the  
month’s lesson or  
season. 
 

 
 

January’s Sunday School 
Theme:   

 
  Jesus as a boy 

 

MOPS showed off their many talents at the first meeting 
of December by hosting a talent show.  Their talents 
ranged from teaching how to make a quilt to singing and 
playing the piano.  It was fun to watch all the things 
people knew how to do. 

The second meeting was a Christmas celebration 
with a meditation from Pastor Martin, a gift exchange, 
and a thank you to Pam and Mark Rock for their 
generous support of  the MOPS program since its 
inception.    

January kicks 
off with “spa day” 
where the moms 
will be pampered 
with hair cuts, 
manicures and 
facials.  What a 
great way to start 
the new year! 
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Ask 
Ed 
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Karen’s 

Garden Winter 
Gardening 

What do I do with my old Christmas Tree? 

Ask  
Emily 

The holiday season is coming to an end. 
After the presents are opened and the 

wrapping paper is cleaned up, there’s 
just one last thing to do:  take down the 
decorations, including the Christmas 
tree. 
Whether you have a real tree 
dropping needles in your living room, 
or an artificial one that has seen 

better days, you need to know how 
best to dispose of your Christmas 
tree. 

Many cities and counties do 
have a Christmas tree recycling 
service with curbside pickup. In 
this case, the trees are usually 

taken to a chipper to cut them 
into small pieces to be used as 

mulch. Rancho Cucamonga has a tree recycling 
program.  Check with your local trash company for 
their collection schedules  

You can also recycle your tree by donating it to an 
environmental organization that may have a unique 
use for old trees. Some zoos accept trees and use them 
as treats or playthings for animals. Certain wildlife 
organizations recycle Christmas trees as habitats for 
animals in the winter.  

Can I Recycle a Flocked Tree? 
No. Flocked trees, which are made to look like 

they have snow on them, are treated with chemicals 
and need to be chopped up and placed in your regular 
solid waste bin. 

Can I Donate My Artificial Tree? 
We recommend spreading Christmas cheer by 

donating your artificial tree (as long as it’s still in good 
shape). Many nonprofits, such as thrift stores and 
Goodwill retail stores, will gladly take your artificial 
tree off of your hands.  

How Can I Repurpose My Artificial Tree? 
Repurposing your fake Christmas tree is a great, 

eco-friendly way to keep the holiday spirit living on. 
Some repurposing ideas are: 

Centerpiece:  Simply cut off the top of your 
artificial tree and place it in a mason jar or vase for a 

perfect table centerpiece. You can then use the 
rest of your tree for the crafts below. 

Wreath:  Using wire cutters, remove the 
branches from the center part of the tree. Choose 
six or eight branches, and bend them into arches. 
Overlap the branches to form a circle and 
connect them with zip ties or wire. 

Napkin rings:  Turn the smallest twigs into 
festive napkin rings by simply shaping them into 
small circles and slipping them onto rolled 
napkins. 

https://www.budgetdumpster.com/blog/how-to-
dispose-of-your-christmas-tree/ 

How do I get tough scale off of my 

shower head? 

Start off the new year right by getting rid of 
that scale build-up on your shower head.  It is 
actually pretty easy to do.  Just  fill a small 
plastic bag with distilled white vinegar.  Then 
place the shower head in the vinegar solution 
and tightly rubber band the bag to the shower 
head.  Let it stand for a few hours, and the 
scale will be gone.  The 
vinegar will 
also get rid 
of any mold 
or slime.  

https://www.budgetdumpster.com/blog/what-not-to-donate-to-goodwill/
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Sandie Atkins 

2 

 

Carrie & Dave 

Baird 

3 

 

Norm & Debby 

Balders 

4 
 

MOPS Program 

5 

 

Pastor Martin 

6 

 

James Beagle 

7 

 

Dan & Evelyn 

Beauvais 

8 

 

Joyce & Tom 

Brand 

9 

 

Debbie Bruce 

10 

 

Allison & Al 

Burgess 

11 
 

Boy Scout  
Troop 634 
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Calvary Pres. 

Feed the  

Homeless  

Program 

13 

 

Chris & Michelle  

Campbell 

14 

 

David Campbell 

15 

 

Michael  

Campbell 

16 

 

Ron & Thelma 

Campbell 

17 

 

Alberto & 

Amore Carreras 

18 
 

NK Writer’s 
Group 

19 

 

Sova Food Bank 

20 

 

Mean Cho & 

Family 

21 

 

David Collins 

22 

 

Dean & Dawn 

Collins 

23 

 

Catherine & 

Lynn Crook 

24 

 

Mohini Crowther 

25 
 

Pacific Lifeline 
Domestic  

Violence Victims 

26 

Our  

Stewardship/

Finance  

Committee 

27 

 

Violet DeLeon 

28 

 

Paula & Tom 

Emick 

29 

 

Carol Entler 

30 

 

Priscilla Flores 

31 

 

Robert Foster 
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Inland Valley 
Hope Partners 

       

January Prayer Calendar 

During the month of 
January, Northkirk is 
collecting Canned Food 
for the Sova food bank.   
Sova is the Ontario branch 
of Inland Valley Hope 
supportive services. 

Deacon of the Month 
Nancy Rash - 909-908-6405 
 

Sova Program Center 
 904 E. California Street 
 Ontario, CA  91761 
 Hours:   Monday - Thursday 
          9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Donate Your Excess Produce  
Do you have fruit trees or vegetables growing in your 
backyard?  If you have more than you can eat, please 
consider donating your excess to Hope Partners Gleaning 
Hope program.  These fruits and vegetables would 
provide the homeless and hungry of our local 
communities with healthy nutrition that is usually very 
hard for them to access. 

Hope Partners’ Gleaning Hope program was created 
to collect backyard fruits and vegetables from local and 
neighboring communities.  The harvest is then delivered 
to five food pantries and to once-a-month food 
distributions in Ontario, Chino, San Dimas, Upland or 
Pomona, where it is distributed to those in need. 

Once you call or email them your request, they 
schedule a date and time for the team of pickers to come 
to your residence or other location.  The team comes 
prepared with the picking equipment and bins for the harvest. 

To sign up, email vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhope 
partners.org or call 909-622-3806 x108.  They will come 
pick your fruits and vegetables for you! 
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All events are held at the church unless 
otherwise noted below or on calendar 
 
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cucamonga 
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405. 
 
Bible Study at 6:30 am  Coco’s on Haven and Baseline, 
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977 
 
Prayer Shawl Plus  693 Ocean View Ct.. Upland 
Contact:  Emily Scholz (909)210-3920 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Jacob Stahl 01/05 
Mena Cho 01/07 
Dave Vaughn 01/14 
Marley Hambly 01/15 
Dan Beauvais 01/16 
Bob Valenti 01/18 
Pam Rock 01/19 
Sharon Thomas 01/22 
Ed Hambly 01/27 
Alex Hernandez 01/28 

Happy Anniversary!  
  
None that we know of.  Please let 
the office know if you are  
celebrating an anniversary in  
January. 

7 8 
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2 3 
Children’s Group 

7:30 pm 
 

Youth Ministry 
7:30 pm 

 

4 
 

Campus Work 
Day 9 am 

5 
 

Bible St. 8:30 am 
Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 
Youth Worship 

11:45 am 
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Prayer Part. 9 am 
 

Committee Mtgs. 
7 pm 

8 
Men’s B. St. 6:30am 

MOPS Leadership Mtg. 
9 am 

19th St. Explorers 
11:30 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Pastor’s Bible St.  
7 pm 

Praise Band 7:30 pm 
MWA Mtg. 8:30 pm  

9 
 

Prayer Shawl +  
1:30 PM 

10 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

11 
 
 

12 
 

Bible St. 8:30 am 
Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

13 
 

14 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 

Deacon Mtg. 
7 pm 

Finance Mtg. 7 pm 

15 
Men’s Bible Study 

6:30 am 
MOPS  9 am 
Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Band  
7:30 pm  

16 17 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

18 
 

19 
Bible St. 8:30 am 

Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

20 21 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 

Session Meeting  
7 pm 

22 
Men’s Bible St. 6:30am 

19th St. Explorers 
11:30 am 

Bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 

Pastor’s Bible St. 
7 pm 

Praise Band 7:30 pm  

23 
 

Prayer Shawl +  
1:30 PM 

 

 
 

24 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 

25 
 

26 
Bible St. 8:30 am 

Worship  9:30 am 
3D  Group 11 am 

 

Youth Worship  
11:45 am 

27 
 

28 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 
 

29 
 

30 31 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
Youth Ministry 

7:30 pm 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



Treasurer’s Report  
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Operational Budget Nov. Nov. Year to Date Year to Date 

  Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Giving/Receipts  $16,499.35  $15,877.00  $181,492.89  $185,034.48  

Expenses  $26,689.73    $23,754.33  $293,588.67  $284,691.60 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -$10,190.38 -$7,877.33 -$112,093.78 -$99,657.12 

Treasurer’s Report as of Nov. 30, 2019 
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

Electronic Giving Accounts 

events@northkirk.org 
mops@northkirk.org 
giving@northkirk.org  
theatre@northkirk.org 
loveoffering@northkirk.org 

These may be used with Zelle, Apple Pay, PayPal.  
Currently mops@northkirk.org can be used 
with Venmo, the other accounts can not. 
 

The net operating deficit is subsidized by 
investment funds.   The session has budgeted 
$122,284.15 to be withdrawn from our 
investments this year.  So far, we have withdrawn 
$100,300 which is 82% of the budgeted amount.  
92% of the budget year has passed. 

We have received some help from our 
investments.  As of the end of November, we are 
ahead of last year’s ending total by approximately 
$57,000.  The markets typically show increases in 
the fourth quarter based on the economy, political 
issues and predictions for 2020.  

The last day we can accept donations for 
2019 is December 31, 2019.  We will accept any 
donations dated December 31, 2019 received 
by mail through January 2, 2019.  The best way 
for us to receive your donation is to place it in 
the collection plate on December 29, 2019.     

If anyone has questions regarding our 
budget, bank balances or investments, please 
contact the church office at 909-989-4919 and 
your questions will be forwarded to our church 
treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/
finance team.   

- Emily Scholz, Treasurer 

Blankets Needed for Shelter Houses 

Donate excess blankets to a shelter!   

Inland Valley Hope Partners accepting 

new or used blankets 



 

 

Lost & Found Basket 

Please check the Lost & Found 
Basket frequently to see if 
anything belonging to you has 
been placed there. 
 
Everything that has been in it for 
over a month will be donated to 
Goodwill. 

December Session Highlights 
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Martin led a brief study time based in 
Matthew 7:24-27 and selected verses from 
Matthew 5.  Pastor Martin suggested that 
Christmas preparations can feel like a storm.  He 
encouraged us to read through the selected 
passages to help us weather the seasonal storms.  
 

Session approved a motion for Pastor Martin 
to baptize someone in an adult care facility on 
December 22.  The Session also received a note 
from Ridgecrest Presbyterian thanking Northkirk 
for helping with response to earthquake damage 
there. 

Team reports included: 
• A plea from Christian Education for more 

Sunday School teachers. 
• Facilities and Grounds completion of asphalt 

repair in front of church office and planned 
pruning of sycamore trees.  January work 
party will be taking down Christmas 
decorations and cleaning roofs and gutters.  
Help will be appreciated on Saturday, Jan. 4. 
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Library  
Corner 

Happy New Year 2020! 

Have you made your New 

Year’s resolutions yet? Maybe you want to read 

the Bible in a year as Pastor Martin has 

challenged us to do. Our library has lots of 

bibles to choose from. Maybe you want a 

deeper prayer life or to find a good devotional 

to inspire you. Our library has many options! 

Want to be a wiser parent/grandparent? Check 

out our parenting books. Some of you may 

want to lose weight? We have The Daniel Plan, 

7lbs in 7 Days, The Dieters Cookbook and 

others. Is gardening on your list? We have a 

shelf full of wonderful books on the subject. 

Our library is a wonderful gift to us all! Make it 

your 2020 New Year’s Resolution to pay a visit 

and borrow a book.                   

• Mission reported that Northkirk provided 62 
boxes to Operation Christmas Child. 

• Stewardship/Finance has been working on the 
2020 budget; as of the Session meeting, the 2020 
pledge total was down from 2019. 

• Northkirk Corporate Officers for 2020 were 
approved:  Thelma Campbell as president of the 
corporation; Lee Rash, Vice President; Carol 
Entler, Secretary; and Emily Scholz, Treasurer. 

• A motion was approved to pay a maximum of 
$100 per month toward health insurance for 
employees who work a minimum of 20 hours per 
week. Also, required sexual harassment training 
is being planned for staff in 2020 as per the new 
California State law. 

 
Clerk’s Report 
Attendance Statistics for November, 2019 

Sunday Worship averaged       
• Adults - 55  
• Attendance for Youth  - 1          
• Attendance for Children - 4            
• Current Members on Roll - 88   

 

- Teri Smits 
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