
   

   

 

“I appeal to you for my child Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my  
imprisonment…so that on your behalf he might minister to me in my  
imprisonment for the gospel…”                          (Philemon 10, 13) 
 

 There will be times when we are hurt in life, even at times by a 
brother or sister in our own congregation. Left unacknowledged by those 
involved, loss of fellowship occurs, bitterness sets in, power in our joint  
mission work is lost, and our witness to those outside the church is  
weakened. Justice is important to the Lord for the victim. Correction is  
important to the Lord for the one who has sinned so that it might not occur 
again. But, in Jesus, we see God’s equally important model for forgiveness 
and grace. 
 

 Onesimus was a slave in the first century Roman Empire. His  
master, Philemon became a follower of Jesus and knew the apostle Paul. 
For reasons unknown to us, Onesimus ran away. Paul’s letter to Philemon 
gives us insight into the fugitive Onesimus and some possible theft he  
committed against Philemon. Under Roman law, Onesimus was required to 
be returned to his master who then had the right to punish him by death. 
But Onesimus found Paul in prison, one who knew well God’s forgiveness 
and grace in his own life. 
 

 Paul interceded between the justice due Philemon and forgiveness 
and grace which Onesimus needed that would free him to continue serving 
Paul. Paul did not insist Philemon forgive Onesimus, but rather invited him 
to consider this while reflecting upon God’s grace in his own life. Rather 
than extract justice from Onesimus for what may have been stolen, Paul 
offered to pay this himself! 
 

 This early church situation is an important lesson for us today.  
Onesimus had to be willing to confess his sin against Philemon and be  
willing to be returned to him for justice. Yet, without Philemon’s forgiveness, 
Paul in prison might have lost capacity to spread the gospel without  
Onesimus. We need to confess our sin when we have hurt one another.  
Justice, which is so important to God, has already been given by Jesus’ 
suffering on the cross. So, we also must forgive one another. When we are 
unwilling to forgive each other, we too, may inhibit the work of the sharing 
the gospel. 
 

 We may have evidence of Philemon’s choice to extend forgiveness 
and grace over justice. In Colossians 4:8-9 we find, “…For I have sent 
him… that he may encourage your hearts; and with him Onesimus, our 
faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your number.” May the Lord be 
blessed as we walk together, forgive and extend grace to one another, and 
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors. 
 
Pastor Martin 
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FEBRUARY 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sermon Series 
“What Jesus Prayed”  

 
February 3 

John 17:20-23 
Jesus prayed for unity of 
his church with him at our 

center! What  
happens then? 

 
February 10 
John 17:24 

There is a future when 
we will see Jesus. How 

do we come to know  
Jesus even now? 

 
February 17 

John 17:25-26 
What does God feel  

toward me? How does 
this impact my  
expectations? 

 
February 24 

“I Am Family” Choir 
Come experience  

worship in the vitality of  
a new Africa by her  
children and their  

stories!  
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Session  
 

1. Pastor Martin opened the meeting with a brief study time based on Genesis 40:4-8.  How do we care for our visitors 

on Sunday?  What brings a visitor to Northkirk?  It might be relocation, a death, an emergency.  It is important to 

greet visitors and other recent attendees, but perhaps follow up would be helpful—how can I be praying for you? 

2. Pastor Martin’s  report was lengthy and included: 

That he had had positive feedback our movie as well as on our Advent book: Redemption of Scrooge.  Christ-

mas program was well received, but we might consider combining our Christmas program with the MOPS 

potluck next year. 

We need to be more intentional about inviting neighbors to walk through Lent with us. 

He plans to use scripture on Sundays from the NRSV Bible so that people can follow the scripture in the pew 

Bibles. 

He plans to hold new member classes on Wednesdays:  March 20, April 3, and 17, 2019, which Session ap-

proved. 

R4C plans to celebrate Chinese New Year on February 9 and is inviting NK participation. 

Pastor presented his planned vacation and study leave dates for the year. 

3. Team reports included: 

Facilities & Grounds is working on upgrading our internal network wiring for internet which should Christian 

Education to 

better use the Sunday School materials previously purchased.  He also indicated Affordable Comfort will start 

the per 

process for our new HVAC units as soon as the down payment is received.  We may be able to get the new units 

by 

February, depending upon receipt of the funding.  Ronn will also be meeting with Protection One about updat-

ing our alarm 

system. 

Music, Worship and Arts spent time planning the December Sunday and Christmas Eve services. 

Many folks are live-streaming our worship services and special programs. 

4. Team reports included: 

Christian Education:    

Recommendation to use Preparing for Easter: Fifty Devotional Readings from C.S. Lewis as 

      all-church Lenten study, which was approved.   

There will be not be Sunday School on February 24 so children can enjoy the African children’s choir. 

Scout Sunday is February 3, and the scouts will be acknowledged in worship.  They will also have a 

table in the patio 

Facilities and Grounds: 

We have received a donation of 400 sq. ft. of laminate flooring which will probably be put in Classrooms 

1 and 4. 

Scouts will be repainting the south driveway sign and making a sandbox cover. 

Mission and Evangelism: 

Recommended and Session approved the Sunday morning Bible Study group to have a nonprofit yard 

sale on March 30, 2019. 

Music, Worship & Arts: 

Recommended and Session approved a Love Offering for the We Are Family choir on Sunday, February 

24, 2019. (Checks should be made out to Northkirk to be included in annual giving statements.) 

Personnel met to discuss Gail’s resignation as of January 31, 2019.  Job description, hours, salary and benefits were 

discussed. 

Average Sunday worship attendance for December 2018 included 60 Adults, 1 Youth, and 4 Children; attendance 

Christmas Eve included 53 adults, 2 children, and 2 youth.  

by Carol Entler, Clerk of Session 
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Prayer Calendar 

3 
 
 

Missions 

10 
 

Music,  
Worship & 

Arts 

17 
 

Personnel 

24 
 

Stewardship/ 
Finance 

4 
 

Don Zabriskie 

 

11 
 

Norm & 
Debby  
Balders 

18 
 

Allison  
Burgess 

25 

Catherine 
Crook 

 

5 

 
The Allbaugh 

family 

12 
 

James Beagle 
 

19 
 

The Campbell 
family 

26 
 

Mohini  
Crowther 

6 
 

The Alvarez 
family 

13 
 

Dan & Evelyn 
Beauvais 

20 
 

Alberto  
Carreras & 

Amore 

7 
 

 
Tim & Diane 

Atherton 

14 

 
Joyce Brand 

21 
 

 Mena Cho & 
family 

8 
 
 

 
Aye Aye 

 

15 
 

Debby Bruce 

22 
 

The Collins 
family 

9 
 

My Witness 
for Christ 

16 
 

 
The homeless 

23 

Sunday Morn. 
Bible Study 

1 
 

Pilar Yarur  
& family 

2 
 

My Immediate 
Neighborhood 

 

 
 
 

27 
 

Violet DeLeon 
 

28 
 

The Drake 
family 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Gray & Kim Wallace    2/11 

Dan & Evelyn Beauvais 2/14 

Roy & Janice Vance      2/14 

World Day of Prayer—March 1st   Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action. 
World Day of prayer is a worldwide, ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions 
who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year,  
It is initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries and regions. 
It is symbolized by an annual day of celebration observed on the first Friday in 
March to which all people are welcome. 
It brings women of different races, cultures & traditions together in fellowship,  
understanding & action throughout the year.  
Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and action are inseparable 
& have immeasurable influence in the world.  
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February Calendar 

 

SUNDAY 

 

MONDAY 

 

TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

THURSDAY 

 

FRIDAY 

 

SATURDAY 

  

 
   1 

 
 

Children’s 
Group  

7:30 pm 

2 
 

 
Work Party 

 9 am 

3 
 
 

Bible Study 8:30 am  
Worship w/comm.  

9:30 am 
3D Group 11 am  

 Youth Worship 11:45 am 

4 5 
 

Prayer 
Part. 
 9 am 

 

 Team Mtgs. 
7 pm  

6 
 

Bible Study 6:30 am  
MOPS  9 am  

 

Choir 6 pm  
Praise Band 7 pm  

 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

Children’s 
Group  

7:30 pm 
 
 

9 

 
 

10 
 
 

Bible Study 8:30 am  
Worship 9:30 am  

Annual Mtg. 10:30 am   
3D Group 11 am  

Youth Worship 11:45 am  

11 
 
 
 

12 
 

Prayer Part. 
 9 am  

 

  Deacon’s 
Meeting 7 

13 
 

Bible Study 6:30 am  
 

Choir 6 pm  
Praise Band 7 pm  

 Wed Eve Bible Sty.7pm 

14 
 

PSM+ 
1:30 PM 

15 

 

Children’s 
Group  

7:30 pm 
  

16 
 
 

17 
 

Bible Study 8:30 am  
Worship  9:30 am   
3D Group 11 am  

Youth  Worship  11:45 am  

 
 

18 
 

19 
 
 

Prayer Part. 
9 am 

 

Session 
7 pm 

20 
 

Bible Study 6:30 am  
MOPS  9 am  

 

Choir 6 pm  
7 pm Praise Band 

 

21 
 

 
 

22 
 
 

Children’s 
Group  

7:30 pm 
 

March Grapevine 
articles due 

23 
 
 

LEaD  
9 am -12 pm 

at Calvary Pres. 
in Riverside 

24 

Bible Study 8:30 am  
Worship w/I Am  

Family Choir 9:30 am   
3D Group 11 am  

Youth Worship 11:45 am 

25 
 
 

 

26 
 

Prayer Part. 
 9 am  

27 
 

 Bible Study 6:30am 
  

Choir 6 pm  
  7 pm Praise Band 

 Wed Eve Bible Sty.7pm 

28 
 

 
PSM+ 

1:30 pm  

 
 

 

  
  

All events are held at the church  
unless otherwise noted below or on calendar.: 

 

Prayer Part., Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park, #49,  
call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405. 
 

Bible Study at 6:30 am  Coco’s on Haven/Baseline, 
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977 
 

PSM+ Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park  #40, call 
Sharon Hayden for entry code 909-972-5186  

 

 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

Nancy Michalski            2/4 

Don Zabriskie              2/17 

Gary Wallace               2/25 

Pilar Yarur                   2/28 

 

Northkirk Writers will be  
notified by email about  
upcoming meetings.  

If you’d like to join this group 
contact Tom Allbaugh. 

Deacon of the Month 

Cathy Moody—(915) 342-4386 
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Missions/Evangelism 

   Food of the Month—SOUP 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the month of February we’ll collect  
soup  for the SOVA food bank. These food   
donations are used to help feed people in  
our community that otherwise wouldn’t  
have enough food to feed their families.   
 

Thank you Norm Balders for delivering  
these food donations at the end of each month.  

 

I Am Family Choir—February 24th 
 

The I Am Family Choir doesn’t charge us to 
lead our worship service with their energetic 
singing & dancing. But they do have expenses 
related to their travels & performances. If you’d 
like to show your appreciation with a monetary 
gift to the choir, please place it in the “Love  
Offering” basket at the back of the sanctuary. 
Make check payable to Northkirk Pres. Church 
and put I Am Family Choir in the memo section 
of your check.  

 

Community Missions 

 

 

World Missions 

Mission Project for the Homeless 

    

           + 
 

 
The mission project that began as a beanie & scarf  
project has blossomed into a collection of beanies, 
scarves, new socks & gently used walking shoes for the 
homeless. Care packages of these items will be  
prepared and dispersed to the people that go to the  
shelter for meals.  
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry + group along with a few 
other people at Northkirk is donating 48 beanies, 16 
scarves and a grocery bag full of new socks...and still 
counting! The shelter would also like to include gently 
used walking shoes (especially for men).  
If you’d like to donate to the shelter, please place your 
donations in the bright yellow box marked donations at 
the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Thank you to all who have donated! 

 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
During the month of December, we collected a special 
offering called “The Christmas Joy Offering”  
 

This offering is used  to provide assistance to current 
and retired church workers in their time of need and de-
veloping our future leaders at Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of color.  
 

We collected $675.00 for the Christmas Joy Offering  
during the month of December, but it’s not too late to still 
give to it. Our treasure, Emily Scholz will be sending a 
check to the Presbytery for the Christmas Joy Offering 
later this month.  
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Stewardship/Finance 

Operational 
Budget   

December 
Budget 

December 
Actual 

Year to Date 
Budget 

Year to Date 
Actual   

Giving/Receipts    13,909.83 14,653.47 166,910.00 179,228.53   

Expenses   25,438.96 26,071.16 305,670.09 272,753.20   

Net Operating  
Surplus/Deficit   -11,529.13 -11,417.69 -138,760.09 -93,524.67   

 

Congregational Annual Meeting—February 10   
 

On February 10th we will have a congregational meeting following 

the worship service. This is an important meeting to attend  

because the committee chairs will review the activities and  

accomplishments of their committees during 2018.  
 

A copy of the annual report will be provided for each family.  

 

Treasurer’s Report as of Dec. 31, 2018, by Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

  

 The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds. The Session had budgeted $138,760 to 
be withdrawn from our investments this year. For 2018 we withdrew $80,680 which is 58% of budget.   
 We will be discussing our 2019 budget at the congregational meeting in February. We will be  
prepared to answer questions from you.  
 We are in the process of taking out a loan at 2.5% from the Presbyterian Investment and Loan  
Program to replace our heating and air conditioning systems. Session believes it is better financially to  
borrow the funds rather than withdrawing from our investments.     
 We have paid off $19,027.52 on our church mortgage loan. The remaining mortgage is 
$334,292.84. All monies received from Building Capital donations are applied to our mortgage loan. 
 Our investments have taken a big hit and are down over $100,000. If the withdrawals of $80,680 are 
excluded in 2018, we have a net loss of 56,611 which is 6%.  We usually gain 4% to 7%.  The unrealized 
losses are mostly due to the rising interest rates, the overall economy and the fear of tariffs imposed by the 
US and China. We are trying to minimize withdrawals until the market stabilizes. This means we are  
minimizing expenses and only spending on items that are absolutely needed. Everyone can help us get 
through this crisis by keeping your pledges and offerings up to date.   
 If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please contact the 
church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to the  
stewardship/finance team. 
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Christian Education 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study:  meets at 8:30 am in room 6.  
“Liturgy of the Ordinary” is the study we’re doing.  
Contact Teri Smits at tsmitsmits@aol.com 
 

3D Group: If you’d like to discuss Sunday’s sermon in more detail meet  in Pastor Martin’s 
office at 11 am of the same morning. You may write any questions you might have on the 
“Sermon Notes” section of the announcement sheet.  
 

Wed. Morning Bible Study:  meets at 6:30 every Wednesday morning for breakfast,  
fellowship and Bible Study at Coco’s Restaurant at Haven & Baseline in Rancho  
Cucamonga. If you have an questions, contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month  
at 7 pm in Pastor Martin’s office. We are studying the book of Isaiah.  
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus: meets at Sharon Hayden’s home on the 2nd & 4th Thursday 
of each month. We have a devotion and pray over prayer shawls as we make them.  
Get the entrance code from Sharon.  
 
ESL Bible Study: meets every other Friday from 7-8 pm. This is a great Bible Study for 
people who are learning English as a second language.  This group is studying the  
parables of Jesus. Call Pastor Martin or the church office for the date of the next meeting. 
 
 

Bible Study Schedule 

 

Youth Worship Service—12:00 pm, on Sundays 
 

There is a worship service designed for the youth at  
Northkirk and their friends.  They begin their service with  
music (younger children can partake in this also). After the 
music, the younger kids leave and the Jr. & Sr. High aged 
kids stay for their own worship service. If you are in this age 
category, come check out the service and bring a friend! 
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February Events 

 

 

 

I Am Family Choir—February 24th! 

 

Once again we will have the pleasure of  being lead in worship by the I Am Family choir which is a 
children’s choir from Uganda, Africa.  
 

They will present the vitality of a new Africa. Its vibrant urban sound and color takes you on an  
emotional journey from utter despair to joyous celebration, as the children share their stories. 
 

You  won’t want to miss this inspirational and exciting presentation.  Be sure to invite friends and 
family. Watch for handouts which will be in Sunday bulletins during February.  
 
If you’d like a little preview of their performance go to;  
 

https://www.facebook.com/iamchildrensfamily/videos/1500776046651522/ 
Please consider supporting their ministry with by a love offering to be collected at this service.  

 

Chinese New Year Celebration—Feb. 9th at 5 pm 
 

Northkirk Church is invited to the Chinese New Year Celebration that 
R4C will hold at the church on February 9th. We don’t need to bring 
anything, just let Pastor James know you’re coming. The celebration 
will begin at 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Please RSVP to Pastor 
James at  

james.zxf@gmail.com by Feb. 2nd. 

 

2019 Leadership, Education, and Discipleship (LEaD) Training Event 
 

The 2019 LEAD event is Saturday, February 23, 2018 
At: Calvary Presbyterian Church 

4495 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside, CA 92501 
Visit: http://bit.ly/2Fef0qq for directions 
Parking at SW corner of Magnolia and 15th 

Time: 9am - noon, with breakfast provided. 
Mark D. Roberts from Fuller Seminary will speak..  

REGISTER AT:  https://goo.gl/forms/Lwz17FYu3F3G7TYF2 
   

This would be beneficial for all church leaders….staff, elders, deacons.  

 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?arbuo8iLyXUC8slsh6Qede_E-_cfXVELVYp1wU_HYCtw~
https://depree.org/project/m-roberts/
https://goo.gl/forms/Lwz17FYu3F3G7TYF2
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Yard Sale with a Twist 

A Note from Gail 
 

 These past few years working as your church secretary have been some of my best years. But I feel 
that it is time for me to begin a new chapter of my life. This new chapter being…... retirement.  
 When I was young I imagined it would be nice to work at a church. Well……I was right.! I just can’t 
imagine a better place to work! 
 I want to thank all of you for your support, friendship and kindness towards me during my time here 
and know that you’ll extend the same support and kindness to your new secretary, Diane Atherton. 
  

With warmest regards,       

Gail Valenti 

 We are so blessed to be fed weekly at Northkirk by our worship service, music and prayers Sunday 
mornings and by our Bible studies and many other activities outside of Sunday mornings. As a response to 
our blessings received and to our recent Advent study in December, (The Redemption of Scrooge), the 
Sunday morning Bible study group has been challenged to pay it forward to our community in a unique 
way. In the Advent study, the author stated that his church hosted a yard sale but everything was free. 
When people asked what the price was for an item, the response was “the price has already been paid”. 
We would like to do the same thing and host this love offering to our community on Saturday, March 
30

th
 from 8-11am. 

 This date was selected as it is two weeks before Holy Week. We plan to have a small flyer we can 
offer everyone who stops by so they have a schedule they can reference and to be personally invited to a 
place of worship-Northkirk. And since this time is during Lent, it is a good time for us to fast from our things 
that we no longer need, want or can use and offer them to others. We have no agenda other than to offer 
our love through our material giving. 
The Sunday morning Bible study group is asking for your help! Please: 
1. Start going through your unwanted, but still good useable items. Please do not offer damaged, broken, 
missing pieces or torn items. 
2. Save empty boxes and bags with handles to donate for people to take their items home 
3. Think about helping us set up 6-8 am, be present during the “sale” from 8-11, and start helping us 
knock down after ll:00 am. 
4. We have ideas of charities that will take the leftover items. We could use volunteers to transport them. 
5. Do you have a portable, rolling clothes rack we may borrow? 
6. Pray that this will bless many people and God’s love will be preached through our actions. 
We have some guidelines too: 
1. Please no large pieces of furniture or appliances unless you are willing and available to bring them that 
morning and take them away after 11: 00 if no one has taken them. 
2. Clothing we will gladly accept are jeans, jackets, sweaters, men’s shirts, all tops, purses, belts. No 
bathing suits, personal wear, work out wear, socks. We will accept shoes if they are like new and barely 
worn. 
3. We welcome kitchen items, bath accessories, small appliances in good working order with all pieces 
included, small tools and gardening tools. 
4. Please bring complete, gently used, items in good condition. This is a love offering to our community 
and not a place to unload our junk. 
Due to space limitations, we are not able to collect & store items until Thursday evening, March 28th 6:30-
8pm  and Friday 9 –6 pm.  We do hope to have a time to sort and organize donated items but that time 
and place are yet to be determined. 
Questions? Text or call Teri Smits 909-227-8068 or Pam Sickman evenings/weekends 909-815-3193. 
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Opportunities to Serve 
 

 

Christian Education 
 

   Chair: Paula Emick 
 

 Sunday School teacher   
 

 Small group leader or participant 
 

 Friday evening Children’s ministry 
 

 Summer movie nights  

 

Facilities and Grounds 
 

    Chair: Ronn Campbell 
 

 Monthly Saturday work parties 
  

 Installation and/or repair of inside  
      and outside equipment,  
 

 general maintenance, deep cleaning events  
      (pews, carpets, classrooms, etc.  
 

 Planting, pruning, harvesting.  

 

 
Membership/Fellowship 

  

Chair: Diane Atherton 
 
 

 Providing refreshments for Sunday 
      fellowship. Sign-up at back of the  
      sanctuary.  
 

 Staffing the “name tag” table on the 1st 
Sunday of the month. 

 

 Helping with special church events. 

 

Missions & Evangelism  
 

  Co-Chairs: Lazaro Silva & Pam Sickman 
 

 Prepare sanctuary for special  offerings 
  

 Coordinate any Mission Events 
    

 Help with MOPS  (Cynthia Alvarez)  
   

 Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus (Sharon Hayden) 
 

We are involved in community and world missions. 

 
 

 

Stewardship/Finance 
 

 Offering counter 
 

 Trained annual  
     financial reviewer 
 

 

Contact Emily Scholz or Tom Emick 
if you’d like to help in this way. 

 

Music, Worship, and Arts 
 

    Co-Chairs: Dean Collins & Grace Gonzales 
 

    Ushers & Openers/Closers 
 

    Worship Assistants  
 

    Alter Guild 
 

    Vocal Choir: Wed. at 6 pm 
 

    Praise Band: Wed. at 7 pm 
 

    Concert narrator/actor 
 

   Media/Sound Booth Operator 

 

Office Volunteer 
 

If you’d like to help from behind the scenes, 
maybe you’d like to help out in the church 
office. We could use volunteers once a 
month helping with the Grapevine, or once 
a year helping with the annual report. Call 
the office if you have some spare time and 
would like to help in this way.  


