Northkirk Presbyterian

February 2018

The Grapevine
“They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was
walking on ahead of them; and they were amazed, and those
who followed were fearful. And again He took the twelve aside
and began to tell them what was going to happen to Him,”
(Mark 10:32)
To his first disciples Jesus must have been simultaneously
inspiring, confusing, challenging, shocking, patient, loving, and
caring. We encounter Jesus the same way today. When we
began to follow Jesus we had our expectations of him. Over
time we find some were not quite right and some plain wrong.
Perhaps the hardest for us to grasp is how deeply God loves
you and me.
Living our life by goodness brings goodness to us and
others. As followers of Jesus, his teaching moves us from
selfish motivation to become servants of God who bring such
goodness. But, it’s not easy to give up selfishness. It’s even
possible to employ some of Jesus’ teaching for our selfish
benefit. To be entirely changed, our selfishness needs to be
displaced by something even more compelling. Jesus
accomplished this and it made him inspiring, What was even
more compelling to Jesus? It was, and is, the depth of our
Father’s love.
As we live these forty days of Lent until we celebrate Jesus’
resurrection, we dedicate anew our lives. But the dedicated
effort will fall away unless our foundational motivation, too,
changes. When we begin to understand the depth of God’s love
for us, our fears begin to melt away, as does our old motivation.
A new motivation, to respond in love for God, takes seed. Jesus
loved his Father so much that he “… was walking on ahead of
them; and they were amazed…”. In spite of the danger,
suffering, and death that Jesus would face, his steps were
motivated by honoring where the Father was calling him.
As we read together Max Lucado’s “And the Angels Were
Silent,” it will be God’s love for us that makes everlasting
changes in us, not our determined efforts. Please look to the
book reading guide inside this Grapevine issue and join a small
group where we can discuss the reading. How wonderful to be
loved and watched over and treasured and restored! May we,
together, be filled with Holy Spirit affirmation of God’s love and
so live differently in response.
The Lord is good!
Martin

February Worship Schedule:
February 4
John 12:1-3
A woman named Mary anointed Jesus
with very costly perfume to honor him.
Others criticized this but Jesus
accepted her gift. With what gift
would we honor Jesus?

February 11
The “I Am Family Choir” from Uganda
will lead us in a special service of
testimony and music. They bring a
message of hope, sharing the power
of God’s love through traditional
music and dance.
Sermon Series Lent 2018 (in concert
with “And the Angels Were Silent”)

February 14
Ash Wednesday
Ephesians 1:3-5
We have been chosen in Christ,
what a joy! And, as anyone chosen,
we are chosen for a new purpose.

February 18
Galatians 3:13-14
In Christ we receive the blessing
of Abraham. During Lent we reset
our focus upon our great gift.

February 25
Psalm 62:1-2,5-8
Sabbath rest is an essential part
of our salvation. How well do we rest?
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Prayer Calendar
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Please pray for these people or groups on the date indicated.
Thank you Dawn Collins for posting the names on Facebook each day.
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

John Lee

Mary Lee

Cross Point

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Cross Point
(Youth Grp.)

Ruth Lee

John
Leongson

Joey Li

Les & Chris
Maitlen

Mat Matthews

The Children’s
Group

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Sunday
School

Margaret
Merhoff

Trudy Milne

Cathy Moody

NK Writers

18

19

22

23

24

3D Group

Cliff & Lisa
Newman

Lynn Piercy

Eugene & Lily
Pyu

Pastor Martin

25

26

27

28

Gail Valenti

Lee & Nancy
Rash

Mark & Pam
Rock

Ed Rugh

Eric & Nancy
Steve &
Michalski Marion Mildon

20

21

Don &
Rebecca Peters
Sharon Peart

Happy Anniversary to:
Dan & Evelyn Beauvais 2/14
Roy & Janice Vance 2/14
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

6:30 pm
Bell Choir

4
8:30 am
Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
with communion
and name tags
11 am 3D Group

5
7 pm
Campbell
Small Group

6

7

7 pm
Team Mtgs.

6:30 am
Bible Study at Coco’s
Haven/Baseline
9 am MOPS
6 pm Potluck/Games
7 pm Vocal Choir

8 pm Praise
Band

11

12

13

14

8:30 am
Bible Study

7 pm
Campbell
Small Group

7 pm Deacons’
Mtg.

6:30 am
Bible Study at Coco’s

9:30 am Worship
11 am 3D Group

7:30 pm Praise
Band

18

19

20

8:30 am
Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
Cong. Mtg. after
Worship
11 am 3D Group

7 pm
Campbell
Small Group

7 pm Session

25

26

27

8:30 am- Bible
Study

7 pm
Campbell
Small Group

7:30 pm

9:30 am Worship
11 am 3D Group

Praise Band

9 am
both at 7:30 pm:
Work Day
Children’s Group
& Cross Point 9 am NK Writers’ Group

8

9

6:30 pm
Bell Choir

All at 7:30 pm
Children’s and
Youth Groups
ESL Bible Study

15

16

1:30 pm
Prayer Shawl
Min +

10

17

Both at 7:30 pm
Children’s and 9 am NK Writers’ Group
Youth Groups

7:30 pm Ash
Wed. Service

6:30 pm Bell
Choir

21

22

23

24

6:30 am Bible Study
at Coco’s
9 am MOPS
7 pm Vocal Choir
Praise Instru. After choir

6:30 pm
Bell Choir

All at 7:30 pm
Children’s and
Youth Groups
ESL Bible Study
March news
articles are due

LEaD Training 9 am at
Magnolia Pres. at 9 am

28
6:30 am Bible Study
at Coco’s
7 pm Vocal Choir

Nancy Michalski

2/4

Tommy Emick

2/9

Don Zabriskie

2/17

Paul Sage

2/20

Pilar Yarur

2/28
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Looking Back at January
Guest Preacher on Jan. 14th

Rev. James F. Reese
Potluck/Game Night
On January 3rd we shared a healthy
meal and played a game of “Golf”.
This “Golf” game didn’t require golf
clubs though. It’s a fun card game that
Pastor Martin won even though it was
the 1st time he played it.
(Beginner’s Luck? Perhaps!)

Game Time during Cross Point
Youth Group for Teens

We began the Marten
Luther King weekend with
a guest preacher that
actually knew Martin
Luther King, Jr. and
walked with him in the
historic March on
Washington in 1963. Rev. Reese shared special
memories and quotes of MLK with us. He was present
when Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his historical speech
“I Have a Dream” He shared a few parts of the famous
speech with us, and they are as powerful and important
to remember today as they were then.

The Easter Cantata
Our Easter Cantata will be
performed throughout the
Easter Morning Worship Service on April 1st.

Sunday School for Teens
at 11:45 on Sundays

The music chosen for this
special service is:
An Easter Mosaic
by John Parker and
Robert Sterling.
If you’d like to participate in
singing in the Cantata, please email Aline Sardão
at asardao@northkirk.org. or speak with her after
church on Sunday.
Rehearsals will begin very soon so don’t delay!
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What’s Happening in February

THE GREAT I AM TOUR, by I AM FAMILY CHOIR

Northkirk Writers’ Group

presents the vitality of a new Africa! Its vibrant, urban sound and color takes
you on an emotional journey from utter despair to joyous celebration, as the
children share their stories.
You won’t want to miss this exhilarating service at Northkirk on February
11th at 9:30 am.
They will need lodging the night before. Please see sign-up sheet at back of
sanctuary.

The Northkirk Writers’ Group will meet on
the 1st & 3rd Saturdays during the month of
February. In March they will be back to the
normal schedule of the 2nd & 4th
Saturdays.

Ash Wednesday– Feb. 14th
Lent begins with “Ash Wednesday”
which falls on February 14th this
year. We will have a special Ash
Wednesday Service with communion
on the 14th at 7:30 pm.
THE PRESBYTERY OF RIVERSIDE LEAD 2018
(Leadership, Education, and Discipleship)
Saturday, February 24, 2018, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Magnolia Presbyterian Church
7200 Magnolia Ave, Riverside, CA 92504
This is an annual training for new or current church
leaders. To register: fill out a form that’s at the
back of the sanctuary, call: (909) 881-1595
or register online at:
riversidepresbytery.info@ riversidepresbytery.com
Registration Deadline: Friday, February 16, 2018
Childcare upon request by February 21st

Cross Point Movie Night—Feb. 9
Cross Point fellowship will have movie night on
February 9th. We’re watching the movie “Joe vs.
the Volcano”.
This would be a great time to invite
your friends!

The Lenten Bible Study will begin on Monday
of that week. For information about the Bible
Study, see page 10 of the Grapevine.
Potluck-Game Night—Feb. 7th at 6 pm
Theme: Recipe Rehab.
Bring a healthy version of your favorite recipe.
Sign up for the Potluck on the email that will
be sent out on Sunday. As always, games will
follow the meal.
Congregational Meeting—Feb. 18th
There will be a Congregational Meeting
immediately following worship on Feb. 18th.
We will be going over the Annual Report which
will be handed out at that time. The report will
include a summary of each committee’s
activities and/or accomplishments throughout
2017 and a financial report to keep you
Informed of our finances.
Please be sure to attend.
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Our Website
If you missed any of our worship services, you can listen to them on your computer. Go to
our website, which is www.northkirk.org and click on Worship, and sermons current to hear
the latest service or sermons archive to hear past services. While you’re there, check out
other aspects of our church.
The services are also live streamed onto our private Face book page.
Church Directory On the Go
Did you know our church directory is available to view on your mobile device?
Instant Church Directory—the program we use to build our church directory has a free
app for church members to download on their Apple, Android and Kindle Fire devices.
To download the app go to your app store and search for Instant Church Directory.
You will be asked to enter your email address as it's listed in our directory. If your email address isn't listed in
the directory or it needs to be updated, let the church secretary, Gail Valenti know so it can be added. Once
you enter your email address follow the directions on the screen to complete the login process. After you
login, the directory will be downloaded to your device. Anytime updates are made, they will update on your
device also. In the app you will be able to search for active families and members and call, email and text
right from the app.

Treasurer’s Report
As of December 31, 2017
Operational Budget

Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer
Dec. Budget

Dec. Actual

Year to Date Budget

Year to Date Actual

Giving Receipts

14,745.88

22,766.99

176,950.50

165,622.32

Expenses

25,043.69

33,992.14

300,524.33

275,831.61

Net Oper. Surplus/Deficit

-10,297.81

-11,225.15

-123,573.83

-110,209.29

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds. The session has budgeted $123,573.83 to be withdrawn from our
investments this year. So far, we have withdrawn $120,600.00. Our income from the investments is keeping up with our
spending. God is good.
If you are donating funds to a member of our church family and you wish to use this donation as a tax deduction, you need to
make a check out to Northkirk Presbyterian Church and do not name the individual in the memo portion on your check. If you
are audited, you’ll need to show your cancelled check and your giving statement from Northkirk. The IRS views individual donations as a gift and are not tax deductible. You may indicate to your deacon that you have made a donation and would like
the funds to go to whomever, but the ultimate decision rests with our board of deacons.
If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please contact the church office at 909-989-4919
and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team.
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Session Highlights

1. Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Genesis 4:3-15. He reminded us that God is a God of second

chances. His mercy is deeper than the mercy we give ourselves.
2. His pastor’s report reminded us of the upcoming Lenten study. He was pleased Pastor Reeves was so well
received. He and Aline are working on a proposal for a summer musical theater program as a community outreach.
3. Session approved our Annual Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday, February 18, 2018, following
worship.
4. Session approved our 2018 communion dates and special offerings. The Easter Egg Hunt was approved for
Saturday, March 31, 2018. Session also approved the 2018 list of counters for offerings and the Sunday School
teachers. Tom Emick was again elected as Financial Secretary for the year, as was Carol Entler as Clerk of
Session.
5. The Treasurer reminded us that we have been truly blessed in our Trust by how well the stock market did
this past year. The market has basically covered all of our needed withdrawals in 2017.
6. Team reports were given and actions taken as needed: Among the items reported were:
 The Christian Education Team recommended and the Session approved our all-church Lenten study: And
the Angels Were Silent by Max Lucado. Books will be purchased by and be available through the church at $10
each for those able to pay, or free for those unable to purchase. All of the small groups will be using this study,
and Pastor is encouraging that new, temporary small groups come together just for this study.
 Facilities and Grounds Team recommended, and Session approved, a monthly service plan with Gopher
Patrol. The cost will be covered by our reduction in gardening services cost with the new gardener.
 Music, Worship and Arts reported that Aline has initiated a new Praise Team rehearsal schedule on Tuesday
evenings rather than combined with Vocal Choir on Wednesdays.
Some teams did not have any pending business and did not meet in January.
7. Several opportunities for fundraisers through local businesses have been mentioned to the Session in
recent months. The Session is very aware that the Internal Revenue Service allows churches to receive a
limited amount through fundraisers without having to pay taxes on them. More detailed information will be
needed from a tax adviser before Session would consider moving forward with these business-associated
opportunities.
Average Sunday worship attendance for December 2017 included 66 Adults, 1 Youth, and 2 Children;
in addition, attendance at the Christmas Eve service numbered 44 adults, 4 children and 1 youth.
Carol Entler, Clerk of Session
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Important Notices

Per Capita
Our church, Northkirk, is itself a mission outreach to our community
and our world. The visible signs of God’s grace in our building, our
outreach ministries such as Karen’s Garden, MOPS, plus hosting
two worshiping communities and a Scout troop are all part of our
mission outreach, as is our individual display of Christ’s love and
grace on a daily basis. And while we might never think of them in
similar ways, Riverside Presbytery, the Synod of Southern California
and Hawaii, and our national PCUSA are also organizational
ministries for Christ to His church and in this world. To support these
church administrative organizations, each church submits an annual
per capita—a specific amount for each church member the previous
year.
Over 70% of per capita stays local to support Riverside Presbytery.
The per capita amount for 2018 is $35 per member, which Northkirk
will submit to our Riverside Presbytery by April 1st.
If you are willing and able to donate above your regular tithe or
offering to support this special ministry of the greater church, I believe
the Lord would be honored and blessed. Certainly your Session would
be grateful for your additional support to meet our annual budgeted
obligations.
Carol Entler, Clerk of Session

Urgent! Counters Needed!
If you can operate a calculator and enjoy counting money,
we need your to help once a month to count the offering.
Please contact Tom Emick 909-329-1739. Thank you.
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Letters to Northkirk

Dear Friends,
Our work in Italy in early December gave us a great sense of God's blessing as we
finished out 2017, and now look to a New Year 2018 to what is ahead. We've a attached the exciting results, along with pictures, of our Rome 2017 Global Mission
Consultation. Thank you for all your prayers and words of encouragement for this
historic event for the church in Italy.
This month Obed and I are in Peru until early February for a series of meetings and
Ministry preparations for this next year. We are also gathering several hundred of our
missionaries from Peru and neighboring South American countries to celebrate the
40th Anniversary of our New World Mission Association. Forty years ago, Obed and a
rag tag group of mostly teenagers felt the call to take the saving love of Jesus Christ
to the unchurched areas of Peru. Today, NEWMA has trained 7000 students in its accredited School of Missiology, and has sent out nearly 1000 missionaries serving in
Peru and
internationally. Please rejoice with us, giving praise to God who has been faithful and
generous to our Latin American missionaries all these years.
We hope you have a blessed New Year as you serve Christ along side His church.
We send you all our love and best wishes,
Obed and Cynthia Alvarez
Here is the website to see the newsletter that Cynthia mentioned.
file:///C:/Users/Church%20Secretary/Downloads/BulletinRoma2017Final%20(1).pdf

Dear Fellow Christians,
Thank you for your prayers for the Munoz and Chu Family in our time of
grief over Miranda’s death. We are slowly healing. Our faith keeps us strong.
We hope for the jury in the up-and-coming trial to give the young women
the minimum sentence, because it was an accident.
We ask for prayers for open and loving hearts among the jury members in
their verdict.
Aloha!
Carla Chu
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Christian Education
Cross Point (Youth Group at Northkirk)

We have two times when our teenaged children can get together and fellowship with each other
and learn more about the Bible and being a Christian in today’s world. We have “Cross Point”
on Friday evenings at 7:30 and a Sunday school for teens at 11:45 on Sunday mornings. Tom
Tui is leader of both groups and he invites anyone of that age group to participate in either or
both. Friends are certainly welcome!

All Church Lenten Bible Study
The book for our church-wide Lent Bible Study this year is “And the Angels Were Silent”.
We encourage all to participate in this study. Books will be at the back of the sanctuary and we
suggest a donation of $10, but it’s not mandatory. If you are able, please put in an extra dollar or
two to help those who can’t afford the book themselves. If you don’t already attend a Bible Study,
see the Bible Study Schedule below for a time that works for you.

Reading Plan for Small Group Discussions
Week 1 Feb 12 Read Chapters 1-3 Week 4 Mar 5 Read Chapters 11-13
Week 2 Feb 19 Read Chapters 4-7 Week 5 Mar 12 Read Chapters 14-16
Week 3 Feb 26 Read Chapters 8-10 Week 6 Mar 19 Read Chapters 17-19

Week 7 Mar 26 Read Chapters 20-21
Mar 28 Read Chapters 22-25
Mar 30 Read Chapters 26-27

Bible Study Schedule
Daytime Bible Studies
Sunday Morning Bible Study
at 8:30 am in room 5.
Contact Teri Smits at
tsmitsmits@aol.com
3D Group 11:00 am on Sundays in
Pastor Martin’s office.
Early Risers’ Bible Study,
6:30 every Wednesday morning at Coco’s at
Haven & Baseline in Rancho Cucamonga.
Questions? contact Lee Rash at
leland941@verizon.net

Evening Bible Studies
Campbell’s Small Group
7:00 pm every Monday at the
Campbell home. Contact Thelma at
tlcampb1971@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministries Plus
7:00 pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month.
Meet at Sharon Hayden’s home.
Pastor’s Bible Study
7:00 pm on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday
of each month. Meet in Pastor Martin’s office.
Contact Pastor Martin at msmith@northkirk.org
ESL Bible Study
7:30 pm every other Friday evening
in Pastor Martin’s office.
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Missions
Community Missions
Food of the Month—Soup
If you’d like to contribute to this mission, please place your donation of food on the
back table. These food offerings will be taken to SOVA Food Bank which services
the needy in our community. Thank you for caring for others in Jesus’ name.
Thank you to Norm and Debby Balders for delivering the food each month.
Prayer Shawl Ministries Plus

The ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministries Plus have been busy creating beautiful
prayer shawls and blankets which have been given to several grateful recipients.
These prayer shawls or blankets are to comfort people in times of distress and let
them know they are being prayer for.
These ladies meet at Sharon Hayden’s home on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month at 1:30 in
the afternoon. They will be having their first annual Christmas party on Dec. 14th.
MOPS —Touch a Truck
On Saturday March 10th, the MOPS ministry will be putting on a fundraiser at our church. The event
is called ‘Touch a Truck’ and it will be held from 9-11am. The event will include different types of
vehicles; tractors, work trucks, police cars, fire trucks and more. Families from all neighboring cities
are welcome and the moms will be selling wrist bands for $5.00 per person, or $20.00 per family.
Children will be able to get inside the trucks & cars and also take pictures. There will be a raffle for many great gifts
donated by stores & restaurants in the surrounding cities. If anyone has a truck or fascinating vehicle of any sort (kids
would even love to get inside a motor home) please contact Ashley Whitman at 949-302-4451.

World Missions
Voice of the Martyrs
This organization assists persecuted Christians in hostile areas. Their biggest
request is that we pray for these brave people that spread the word of God in
areas where other religions are the only religion allowed. We prayed together for
these martyrs on International Day of Prayer, but hope that individuals will
continue to pray for them throughout the year. A list of ways to pray for them is on
the bulletin board in the back of the sanctuary. You’ll also find pamphlets and
other media on the table that explains their plight further.
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9101 19th Street
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701
909-989-4919
northkirkoffice@northkirk.org
www.Northkirk.org

VISITORS are WELCOME
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School for Preschool through 5th Grade
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
STAFF:
The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org
Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org
Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org
Jason Alvarez, Youth Leader, healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com
Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com
Pilar Yarur, Custodian
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A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church
(909) 989-4919
www.northkirk.org

