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“Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of
anything, I will give back four times as much.””
(Luke 19:8)
Ebenezer Scrooge is one of the most known fictional characters of
our culture. He is a character universally agreed in need of change. The
spirits of Christmas Past, Present, and Future help Scrooge do the self
reflective work so that he finally does change and then desires to live a
new life. Scrooge may seem such an extreme individual that we would
never compare ourselves to him. But if we tried, there is a chance that we
might share some aspect with him. This is not a cheery thought, but… if
Scrooge was changed by the celebration of Christ’s birth, so can we!

December
Worship Schedule
December 2 Advent Hope
2 Corinthians 5:14-19
What better Christmas gift than
a new way of living! But to do so
we need to put aspects of our
old Scrooge away.
December 9 Advent Love
1 Corinthians 13:12-13
When we think of our past
Christmases, who and what has
made us who we are today?
We can move beyond these
through our practice of
love for one another.

Jesus’ salvation for each of us is just such change. Their was a tax
collector named Zaccheus who lived in Jericho while Jesus traveled and
taught. Jewish tax collectors were hated by their countrymen for gathering
December 16 Advent Joy
on behalf of Rome. Zaccheus was not just a tax collector but a chief tax
2 Corinthians 8:1-7
collector who had became wealthy as a result. Yet he wanted to change.
Who among his people would help him? Jesus. On the day Jesus came to When Ebenezer Scrooge saw the
Jericho he insisted on staying with Zaccheus. Even after Jesus befriended Cratchit family poverty, he was
Zaccheus, still his countrymen referred to Zaccheus as a sinner. But when moved to pity. Christmas joy is
experienced when we extend
he agreed to share his wealth and restore unscrupulous gains, Jesus said
God’s care for the poor!
to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a
son of Abraham.” If Zaccheus could be changed by Jesus, so can we.
December 23 Advent Peace
Where do you sense a need to change so that you might be a
Colossians 3:15
more faithful servant to the Lord? As we step through these weeks of AdChristmas peace is meant to
vent, we'll be looking at Scriptures that challenge us in reflection but also remain with us every day forward.
encourage us! Together, we want to be supporters of one another, to alGod made peace with us as a
low change and to leave our past behind. May the Lord bless us and
model for the peace we extend
change us this Christmas so that he is pleased and honored.
with each other.
Pastor Martin
December 24
Luke 2:1-11
Our Savior Jesus was born to
Mary and Joseph but also to all of
us! The shepherds re-told of this
gift we all have received and which
we can share with others.
December 30
Guest Preacher: Rev. Timm High
Come worship God for His goodness of this past year and hear the
assurance of the Lord’s care for
the coming one!
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The Hands & Feet of Jesus

Walk Out of Darkness (A Walk among Friends)
On Saturday, November 10, members of Northkirk Presbyterian Church participated in the AFSP
Walk Out of Darkness held in Upland at the city park. (AFSP stands for American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention.) As members of Team Allbaugh, led by Pastor Martin, we helped our church to raise money
for an organization that has become so important with the rise of anxiety, depression, and suicide among
all age groups.
The day started with warm weather, and it became clear by 10 am, when announcements were
made, that this year the Walk had drawn over 1,100 participants, almost doubling last year’s total of 650.
During the walk, we had a chance to talk about our experiences with anxiety, depression, and
suicide. This was a time of real support.
By Tom Allbaugh

Altar Guild
In case you don’t know
what an Altar Guild is...it’s
the people that work
behind the scenes to
create beauty in the church
to compliment the
church season.
Please thank Lorraine
Smith and Marion Mildon
for their creativity in
decorating our sanctuary
so beautifully for
Thanksgiving!

If you see someone from Northkirk being the hands and feet of Jesus,
snap a picture! We’ll put it in the Grapevine. Aline Sardão submitted this photo.
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Northkirk Events
Mark Your Calendars!
Hanging of the Greens—December 1st at 5 pm
We’ll begin the month of December with our traditional “Hanging of the Greens”.
 Potluck at 5 pm (bring your favorite dish to share)
 Decorating of the sanctuary.
 Movies: The Man Who Invented Christmas for the adults and The Muppets
Christmas Carol for the kids. These movies tie in with our Advent Bible Study.

Come join the fun and bring the family!

Congregational Meeting—December 9th
On December 9th, immediately after worship, we will have a
Congregational Meeting. The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the
Pastor’s 2019 compensation package.
All church members are encouraged to attend this important meeting.

Christmas Program—December 16th
On Sunday, December 16th at 5 pm, the Northkirk Music Department will hold
a Christmas Musical Program for all of Northkirk Church and friends.
The program will include the choir singing, narration, a brass ensemble, the
MOPPETS will sing and there will be a fun Christmas sing a-long at the end of
the evening. This will be fun for the whole family!

Christmas Eve Service at 7:30 pm
On Christmas Eve we will have a candlelight service
which will begin at 7:30 pm. Invite your neighbors,
family and friends.
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Session Highlights
Session was held on November 20th
1. Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Luke 10. There is a lot of stress during holidays: joys,
hurts, sadness, and loneliness. Are we walking into disappointments? What should we be focused on
instead? Jesus told Martha that listening to Him is the one necessary thing. How will we make time with
Jesus during this busy holiday season?
2. The Pastor’s report:
 If we can get a mission proposal to the Presbytery Partners in Ministry team before the end of the year,
we should be able to obtain approval and some funding.


Two motions were made and passed during the Pastor’s report:

A) One to review our sexual misconduct policy during the first quarter of 2019 with elders, deacons,
staff and volunteers who work with children and youth.
B) A second motion to have each individual in the groups above sign a copy of our misconduct
policy for our records.
3. Team reports included:
Facilities & Grounds presented its initial 2019 Facilities and Grounds budget request. A motion was approved to divest funds in the first week of December to make a down payment on the HVAC units. We are
anticipating approval of a new PILP loan from PCUSA at 2.5 percent to cover the cost of the units so we do
not need to divest more funds.
 Mission and Evangelism: The Northkirk portion of the Peace and Global Witness offering will go to
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
 A new printer was purchased for the church office that will save us a lot of money over the cost of the
current printer, which will be returned to the vender.
 The Personnel Team recommended, and Session approved, a year-end bonus for each of four church
staff in appreciation of their work: Aline Sardão, Pilar Aquad, Gail Valenti, and Harold Willome.
 A brief report on the Presbytery meeting was given. Especially interesting was the Kaleidoscope activity—something Northkirk Session might want to try in the future.
 A lengthy, line-by-line initial discussion of the 2019 budget ensued and will continue at the December
meeting.
Average Sunday worship attendance for October 2018 included 52 Adults, 1 Youth, and 3 Children..
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Prayer Calendar
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1
Boy Scout
Troop 634

2
Treesa Drake,
our Nursery
Attendant

3
John Lee

4
Mary Lee

5
Ruth Lee

9

11

12

The Elders

10
Mat
Matthews

Margaret
Merhoff

16

17

The Deacons

Ruben
Miranda &
family

23

24
Rebecca
Peters

Emily Scholz,
our Church
Treasurer
30
Carol Entler,
our Clerk of
Session

6

7

8

John
Leongson

Les & Chris
Maitlen

R4C Church

Eric & Nancy
Michalski

13
Steve &
Marion
Mildon

14
David &
Trudy Milne

15
Pres. of
Riverside

18

19

20

21

Riley
Mohlenkamp

Cathy Moody

Cliff & Lisa
Newman

Don &
Sharon Peart

22
Synod of SC
and Hawaii

25

26

27

28

29

Lily Pyu

Lee & Nancy
Rash

Mark & Pam
Rock

Ed Rugh

Pres. Disaster
Assistance

31
Aline Sardão

Happy Anniversary to:
Tim & Diane Atherton 12/17
Ronn & Thelma Campbell 12/29
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December 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

All events are held at the church unless otherwise noted:
**Prayer Partners, Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park, #49, call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405.

5 pm
“Hanging of
the Greens “

*** Early Risers’ Bible Study, Coco’s on Haven/Baseline, contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977
****Prayer Shawl Ministries +, Alta Laguna Mobile Home Park #40, call Sharon Hayden for entry code
909-972-5186
2

3

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
with communion
11 am 3D Group

9

10

4

5

9 am Prayer
Partners**

6:30 am Bible Study***
9 am MOPS

7 pm Team
Meetings

7 pm Praise Band

11
9 am Prayer
Partners**

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
11 am 3D Group

7 pm Deacons
Meeting

16

17

18

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
11 am 3D Group

9 am Prayer
Partners**

5:00 pm Christmas
Program

7 pm Session

23

24

25

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
11 am 3D Group

Office closes
at noon

Office Closed

6

7:30 pm
Children’s Group

12
6:30 am—Bible Study ***

13
1:30 pm PSM+
Christmas lunch at
a restaurant TBD

19

20

14

9:30 am Worship with
Rev. Timm High

6

31
New Years Eve

21

22

7 pm ESL Bible
Study

6:30 am—Bible Study ***
9 am MOPS

7:30 pm
Children’s Group
January Grapevine
articles are due

7 pm Praise Band
26

27

28

Happy Birthday to:
James Beagle
12/2
Harold Willome
12/7
Sharon Hayden 12/11
Yoko Sweede
12/14
Diane Vaughn
12/19

15

7:30 pm
Children’s Group

7:30 pm
Christmas Eve
Service
30

8

7 pm ESL
Bible Study

6 pm Choir

6 pm Choir
7 pm Praise Band
7pm Wed Eve Bible
Study

7

David Van Curen 12/29
Cathy Moody
12/30

29
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Missions/Evangelism
Community Missions

Food of the Month
During the month of December, we’ll collect cereal
for the SOVA food bank. It can be boxed, ready to
eat cereals or cereals to be cooked , or instant
cereals. These food donations are used to help
feed people in our community that otherwise
wouldn’t have enough food to feed their families.
Thank you Norm Balders for delivering these food
donations at the end of each month.

The Prayer Shawl Plus Ministry Plus is currently
crocheting, or knitting, beanies (stocking caps) and
scarves for the homeless. The weather will be
turning cold soon so we are hoping to distribute as
many as possible to the Calvary Presbyterian Church
'Feed the Homeless' program. We plan on
distributing what we have available in December and
again in January. If you know how to knit or crochet,
we need your help! There is no specific pattern, size
or color that you must make. Feel free to look online
for a pattern, and if you would like some yarn, we
have some to give you! Please talk to Sharon
Hayden, Diane Atherton or Emily Scholz
if you have questions.

World Missions
Operation Christmas Child

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent season, we turn our
eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift
of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the
Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by
providing assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need and developing our
future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color.
Special envelopes will be provided each Sunday in
December for this Mission project.

We appreciate the care and effort you’ve put into the
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts that you’ve
dropped off. Samaritan’s Purse soon will be
delivering these gifts around the world so that our
local church partners can use them to bring great joy
and the Good News of the Gospel to boys and girls
in need. In addition, many shoebox recipients
participate in The Greatest Journey, our 12-lesson
discipleship program. We praise God for the millions
of children who are learning how to be faithful
followers of the lord Jesus Christ through this
exciting program. To learn more about this follow-up
Bible study for shoebox recipients, go to
samaritanspurse.org/tgj.”
Franklin Graham (founder of Samaritan’s Purse)
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FYI: Northkirk & friends filled 28 shoeboxes this year.
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Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer’s Report by Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer
Operational
Budget

October
Budget

October
Actual

Year to Date Year to Date
Budget
Actual

Giving/Receipts

13,909.83

12,034.77

125,180.51

151,912.02

Expenses

25,438.96

13,794.68

229,253.21

217,233.67

Net Operating
Surplus/Deficit

-11,529.13

-1,759.91

-104,072.70

-65,321.65

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds. The session has budgeted $138,760.09 to
be withdrawn from our investments this year. So far, we have withdrawn $63,516.16 which is 46%.
Our investments have taken a big hit and are down over $55,000. We are trying to minimize withdrawals
until the market stabilizes. This means we are minimizing expenses and only spending on items that are
absolutely needed. Everyone can help us get through this crisis by keeping your pledges and offerings up
to date.
If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please contact the church
office at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the
stewardship/finance team.

Membership/Fellowship Committee
The Membership/Fellowship committee came in 37% below the budgeted amount for 2018. Thanks to the
wonderful members of the committee who donated all of the Sunday morning refreshments.
Members of the committee are: Diane Atherton, Joyce Brand, Catherine Crook, Violet Flores, Sharon
Hayden, Cathy Moody, Pam Sickman
Diane Atherton, Chairperson of Membership/Fellowship Committee
—————————————————————————————————————
Thank you to the Membership/Fellowship committee for their service and generosity
in providing the refreshments for Sunday mornings.
If anyone would like to provide refreshments to commemorate a special occasion or just to give these
wonderful 8ladies a break, please sign up on the refreshment sheet at the back of the sanctuary prior to
that Sunday. Bring your refreshments to the Fellowship Hall about 10 minutes before the service begins.
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Christian Education
All Church Advent Bible Study
Is redemption possible for Ebenezer Scrooge? Pastor/author Matt Rawle
believes so as he discovers the teachings of Jesus in the story of the
Charles Dickens classic, A Christmas Carol.
Last year, the Sunday Morning Bible Study used The Redemption of
Scrooge for their Advent Bible Study. They liked it so much, they wanted
to do it again this year!
Session looked it over and agreed that the whole church should do this study. Books are
available at the back of the sanctuary. We suggest a $12 donation to help with the cost of
the books, but it’s not required if money is tight. We want everyone to participate in this
interesting Bible Study. If you’re not already in a small group Bible Study, check out the
schedule below and find one that works with your schedule.

Bible Study Schedule
Sunday Morning Bible Study: meets at 8:30 am in room 5.
Contact Teri Smits at tsmitsmits@aol.com
3D Group: If you’d like to discuss Sunday’s sermon in more detail
meet in Pastor Martin’s office at 11 am of the same morning.
You can write any questions you might have on the “Sermon Notes”
section of the announcement sheet.
Early Risers’ Bible Study meets at 6:30 every Wednesday morning for breakfast,
fellowship and Bible Study at Coco’s Restaurant at Haven & Baseline in Rancho
Cucamonga. Questions? contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net
Wednesday Evening Bible Study meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month
at 7 pm in Pastor Martin’s office.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus: meets at Sharon Hayden’s home on the 2nd & 4th Thursday
of each month. Get the entrance code from Sharon.
ESL Bible Study: meets every other Friday from 7-8 pm. This is a great Bible Study for
people who are learning English as a second language. Call Pastor Martin or the church
office for the date of the next meeting.
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Opportunities to Serve
Facilities and Grounds
Chair: Ronn Campbell
Monthly Saturday work parties,
Installation and/or repair of inside
and outside equipment,
 general maintenance, Deep cleaning events
(pews, carpets, classrooms, etc.
 Planting, pruning, harvesting.



Christian Education





Chair: Paula Emick
Sunday School teacher
Small group leader or participant
Friday evening Children’s ministry
Summer movie nights

Missions & Evangelism





Co-Chairs: Lazaro Silva & Pam Sickman
Prepare sanctuary for special offerings,
Coordinate any Mission Events
Help with MOPS (Cynthia Alvarez)
Prayer Shawl Ministry Plus (Sharon Hayden)
We are involved in community and world missions.

Membership/Fellowship




Chair: Diane Atherton
Providing Sunday fellowship refreshments
(sign-up sheet at back of sanctuary)
Staffing the “name tag” table on the 1st Sunday
of the month.
Helping with special church events.

Music, Worship, and Arts
Co-Chairs: Dean Collins & Grace Gonzales

Stewardship/Finance



Offering counter
Trained annual financial reviewer

Contact Emily Scholz or Tom Emick
if you’d like to help in this way.
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Ushers & Openers/Closers,
Worship Assistants
Alter Guild
Vocal Choir: Wed. at 6 pm,
Praise Band: Wed. at 7 pm.
Concert narrator/actor

Media/Sound Booth Operator

