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From the Pastor’s Desk

Merry Christmas! December is
please also join our Advent
here and with it we’re once
class on Sunday morning, led
again invited to prepare
by Teri Smits. The Advent
ourselves to receive God’s gift:
weeks help us to reflect on
our messiah, the infant Jesus.
God’s gift so that we may shine
Receiving Christ during Advent
as witnesses to God’s love to
is like opening multiple gifts!
others.
As we read through our Advent
As Paul wrote to the first
study together, we unpack the
Galatian disciples, the great joy
gifts of good news, new
of Jesus’ coming is that we may
understanding, a strong
now live as adopted children of
foundation, and a new way of
the living God! As we enjoy
living. Let’s encourage one
what we
another in our
will
“But when the fullness
daily devotions
during
so that we find of time had come, God sent this
the blessing our his Son, born of a woman,
month,
Father intended
...so that we might receive may we
to be at the
be a
center of all our adoption as children.”
(Galatians 4:4-5)
celebration this
season.
It’s a
community that finds our
challenge to set aside time for
deepest joy as God’s children
God’s word during this busy
who intentionally prepare and
time of year. Amidst all the
rejoice at the birth of our king
goodness of gathering with
Jesus Christ.
others for parties, shows and
/Pastor Martin
concerts, sharing meals, finding
and giving gifts, we can find
ourselves fully consumed so
that we are not prepared
ourselves to worship the Lord.
But the Lord has provided a
way for us to do so as we are
reading the same devotions
together! If you have time,

Worship Schedule
Sermon Series
December 1

“Gift of Good News”
Matthew 1:18-25
We receive great news at Christmas time,
that is, Jesus came to save us from
our sins! What would our life and
the world look like without sin?
December 8
“Gift of New Understanding”
Luke 1:39-56
Christmas time is a celebration of
understanding our life in a new way,
even as Mary understood her life in
a new way! How is the Lord using
you in mighty ways for others?
December 15
“Gift of a Strong Foundation”
Joshua 24:14-15
Christmas is a celebration of our new,
strong foundation, serving our Father as we
follow Jesus! But this also means we put
away past things we have served.
December 22
“Gift of a New Style of Living”
Matthew 23:23-26
In the Christ child we witness God’s love
for justice, mercy and faithfulness!
Many are the ways we can shine
the same to others.
December 24
Luke 2:1-7
“Gift of the Christ Child to Love”
Who can resist loving and caring for a
newborn? God allows us to love
Jesus for a lifetime and eternity.
December 29
Guest Preacher, Pastor Tim Reilly
Pastor Tim has a passion for encouraging
us to Jesus with commitment as we enter a
new year! How would you like to
change in 2020?

Missions
Operation Christmas Child
An assembly line production on November 13 filled OCC boxes to be
delivered to kids all over the world. The fellowship hall was quite
chaotic with the moms and mentors trying to fill boxes while the
kids tried to play with all of the gifts going into the boxes. In the
end, 28 boxes were filled with toys, school supplies and personal
necessities. Thanks moms for all of your time, energy and financial
donations!

In addition to the MOPS boxes, the Northkirk
congregation contributed 62 boxes. There are more than
4,000 OCC drop off sites through the United States.
Thousands of volunteers serve annually inspecting and
preparing shoeboxes for international shipping. Every
hour work stops for a few minutes to pray for the children
who will receive the boxes.
Pastors around the world host OCC outreach events in
places where people may not know Christ and invite them
to follow Him. Other churches use the boxes as resources
for outreach in orphanages and other at-risk areas. In
many places, they also offer The Greatest Gift, a Gospel
story booklet Samaritan’s Purse developed for shoebox
recipients. As a result of what they learn in The Greatest
Journey, boys and girls grow in Christ and share with
friends and family. This often brings parents, siblings,
and friends to accept Christ and become active members
in the local church. Families are reached, churches grow,
new churches are started, and communities are
transformed. And to think it all starts with a shoebox of
small presents from you.
2

Missions
Walk Out of the Darkness
Team Exceeded Their Goal!
The goal of $2,500 seemed quite high when the 5member team started their campaign, but by the
day of the walk, they had received $2,915 in
donations and ranked 3rd in the Inland Empire
Walk.
The Walk took place at the Quakes Epicenter
in Rancho Cucamonga on November 2nd. There
was a moving ceremony where doves were
released for those whose lives were taken by
suicide. After the ceremony six people walked
for team “Friends for Michael A” Tom Allbaugh,
Diane and Tim Atherton, Dean Collins, Ed Rugh
and Martin Smith. The team also had some
cheerleaders, Debbie Bruce, David Van Curen and
Bernadette Allbaugh showed up to cheer the team
on.
The Inland Empire Walk raised $93,446 for
suicide prevention education, counseling and
medical research. The team looks forward to
raising even more next year for this worthy cause.

Baby, it’s Cold Outside!
The cold is setting in and there is much need for
warm winter clothes. The Prayer Shawl+ Ministry
knitted and crocheted 48 beanies and seven scarves
so far this winter season for the less fortunate in our
community. The group donated several beanies and
scarves to Pacific Lifeline for their domestic violence
shelter. The winterwear went to the women and
their children that are currently staying there.
Another batch of scarves and beanies went to
TOUCH Ministries. This ministry provides for

homeless and low-income people in Ontario and
Rancho Cucamonga.
Prayer Shawl Ministry member, Trudy Milne,
crocheted many, many hats during the summer
while she was in Missouri. On her
trip back to California in late
November she saw several people
living on the streets who looked like
they could use a warm beanie, so
several hats were passed out along
the way.
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Going on around Northkirk . . .
Find Your Inner Artist on Dec. 8
The previous painting class was so much fun, there
were many requests to do another. The next class
will be a paint and craft workshop where
participants have the option of painting a
Christmas themed wood sign or five tree
ornaments.
The class will be led by Chris Maitlen and
Diane Atherton. All of the materials will be
provided for $10 per participant. The money that
is not spent on supplies will be donated to redo the
big planters behind the fellowship hall. If money is
a little tight this Christmas, no worries, this class is
our gift to you!
All ages are welcome to participate in the
paint and craft workshop. Coffee, tea and
Christmas treats will be provided. Bring your
friends and family and enjoy exploring your talents
while making beautiful Christmas décor!

Family Christmas Program
Celebrate the Christmas season at the Family
Christmas program on December 21st at 4:00 pm
with the talented people of Northkirk and Canyon
City Brass.
You will be musically uplifted by duets by the
Rash’s, Jo Simmons and Sue Sharra, and Harold
Willome and Caruna Jacob. The bell choir will be
performing, solos will be performed by Lorraine
Smith, Harold Willome and Ngaire Simmons.
Other special numbers will be performed by The
19th Street Band, Harold, Jodie Stahl, Sue and
Aline Sardão. Followed by a reading by Bill
Scholz and a few Christmas favorites by Canyon
City Brass.

The evening will definitely be one to
remember and fill you with Christmas joy!

“Faith is salted and peppered
through everything at Christmas.
And I love at least one night by the
Christmas tree to sing and feel the
quiet holiness of that time that's set
apart to celebrate love, friendship,
and God's gift of the Christ child.”
-Amy Grant
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Children’s
Corner

Sunday school
helpers needed!
If you are 18 or older and would be willing to
assist a Sunday School teacher we need you!
By law we are required to have two adults in
each Sunday School classroom . The helpers
do not need to be involved in lesson planning,
just commit to assisting once a month and be
an extra pair of hands.
Help share the love of Jesus with our
young people!

Bring a Friend to Sunday
School the Last Sunday of
the Month!
Fun activities that
tie in with the
month’s lesson or
season.

On December 29
we will be doing
fun Christmas
activities!
December’s Sunday
School Theme:

The Birth of Jesus

Ask
Emily
I recently read an article on the internet for
surprising uses of WD-40. Did you know that
the WD stands for Water Displacement? The
product does a great job lubricating your tools,
but it can also clean shower
heads and toilets. WD-40 can
remove crayon marks on
wallpaper and can remove
marks on tile floors. My can of
WD-40 is hiding somewhere in
the house or garage so I haven't
had a chance to try it. Please
search for WD-40 uses and let
us know how it works for you.
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Karen’s
Garden

Winter
Gardening

Ask
Ed

Preparing for that Beautiful Christmas Tree
Deciding and picking that perfect tree may make your
head spin, but here are some important pieces of
information to consider and how to care for your cut
tree after you make your selection.
First of all, if you want to be environmentally
friendly, don’t get a cut tree, but rather a live, potted
tree that you can use over and over again each year;
however, the care, pruning, and moving it, each year,
may be too much work for most people.

What type of trees make the
best Christmas trees?
Cedar Trees... The most famous species is the
Eastern Red Cedar, native to southern US. They are
preferred to other cedar species because of their piney
aroma and ease of maintenance. The needles of the red
cedar are dark and green in color. They are also shiny
and prickly.
Leyland Cypress...Since it does not produce sap
like pines or fir, the tree is best suited for those with
sap allergies. Its leaves are dark green in color, very
soft, and have little aroma. They have a beautiful
pyramid shape and hold their needles for many weeks
after the Christmas holidays.
Spruce Trees...Because of their evergreen nature
and conical shape, most artificial trees are made in the
likeness of the spruce trees. However, they shed their
leaves when kept in an indoor warm and dry
environment. The most common spruce species is the
Colorado Blue Spruce. Another type is the White
Spruce. This spruce has very strong branches that
people can hang heavy ornaments on. However, the
White Spruce has an unpleasant odor and does not
hold its needles for long.
Douglas Fir trees…Traditionally, the pagans and
Christians used the fig tree during the celebration of
winter festivals. The species best for Christmas
purposes include Nordmann Fir, Noble Fir, Fraser Fir,
Douglas Fir, Spanish Fir, and Balsam Fir. These types
of fir trees are suitable since they have aromatic
foliage. They also do not shed many of their needles
when they get dry. Many years ago, the Germans

called the fir trees “Paradise trees.” They hung
apples on them to have the picture of Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden. Today, Christians use
the tree as a symbolism of the eternal life they
await.

How to care for your cut tree:
1. Make a fresh cut.
Before you bring the tree into your home and
place it in a stand, re-cut the trunk at least one
inch from the bottom just before putting it in the
stand. Do this even if you get it from a tree farm,
this re-opens the tree stem so it can drink water.
2. Choose a spot away from heat sources.
Heat sources like heat registers, space heaters,
fireplaces, wood stoves, televisions, computer
monitors, etc. speed up evaporation and
moisture loss of the tree.
3. Water immediately.
After making the fresh cut, place the tree in a
large capacity stand with warm water. The stand
you use should hold at least one gallon of fresh
water.
4. Don’t add anything to the water.
Research has shown that plain tap water is the
best. Some commercial additives and home
concoctions can actually decrease a tree's
moisture retention and increase needle loss.
5. Check water level daily.
Do not allow the water level to drop below the
fresh cut or the stem will reseal and be unable to
drink. Christmas trees are
very thirsty! It is not unusual
for a tree to drink 2 gallons of
water the first day it is the
stand.
6. A freshly cut tree, kept well
supplied with water, will last
about a month. If you're
buying a precut tree, be sure
to ask when it was harvested.
All Christmas trees will begin
to lose needles as they dry out.
Fir, spruce, and cypress
generally keep their needles
longer than pines.
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Tis the Season to Give
Giving Tuesday
Kick off the season of gift giving with a
charitable donation to Hope Partners
on Tuesday, December 3rd. This year
Hope Partners has decided to use
Giving Tuesday to collect baby wipes,
toilet paper and travel sized hygiene items for our
homeless bags. They will collect these items on Giving
Tuesday at our administration offices at
1753 N. Park Ave.
Pomona

During the month of
December, Northkirk is
collecting Cereal for the
Sova food bank. Sova is the
Ontario branch of Inland
Valley Hope supportive
services.

Or you can make a monetary donation at
www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org
Any monetary donation made on this day will go
toward the purchase of these items. This global day of
philanthropy directly follows Black Friday and Cyber
Monday. They look forward to seeing how you give back
this Giving Tuesday!

Sova Program Center

904 E. California Street
Ontario, CA 91761
Hours: Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

December Prayer Calendar
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2

3

4

5

6

7

TOUCH
Ministry
Homeless
Program

Alan, Jo &
Ngaire Simmons

Marie Simpkins

Martin &
Lorraine Smith

Teri & Pete
Smits

Xavier Sosa &
Karla Zelaya

Inland Valley
Hope Partners

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Jazz Concert
Outreach

Lazaro Silva &
Family

Jacob Stahl

Tom & Jodie
Stahl

David & Yoko
Sweede

Paul & Josephine
Syiem

NK Writer’s
Group

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Sunday morning
Bible Study

Lovey Thomas

Bob & Gail
Valenti

David Van
Curen

Janice & Sarah
Vance

Dave & Diane
Vaughn

Pastor’s Bible
Study

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Presbyterian
Christmas Joy
Ministry

Francesca
Walker

Gary & Kim
Wallace

Pilar Yarur &
Family

Youth Ministry

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

3D Bible Study

Tom &
Bernadette
Allbaugh

Cynthia & Obed
Alvarez

Diane & Tim
Atherton

Aye Aye

Harold Willome Beverly & Frank
Wiltse

Deacon of the Month
Sharon Hayden 909-972-5186
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SUNDAY

1
Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
11:45 am

MONDAY

TUESDAY

2

3
Prayer Part. 9 am
Committee Mtgs.
7 pm

8
Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
Congregation Mtg.
3D Group 11 am
Jazz Christmas
Concert 6 pm

9

15
Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
11:45 am

16

22
Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
11:45 am

23

29
Bible St. 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am
3D Group 11 am
Youth Worship
11:45 am

30
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

4
Men’s Bible Study
6:30 am
MOPS 9 am
Bells 5:30 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
Praise Band
7:30 pm
MWA Mtg. 8:30 pm

5

6
Children’s Group
7:30 pm

11

12

13

Prayer Shawl +
Christmas Party
2:30 pm

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

19

20

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 am
Prayer Part. 9 am
New Fellowship
Group Pot Luck
Deacon Mtg.
11:30 am
7 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
Stewardship/
Pastor’s Bible St.
Finance Mtg. 7 pm
7 pm
Praise Band 7:30 pm
MWA Mtg. 8:30 pm

17
Prayer Part. 9 am
Session Mtg.
7 pm

24

18

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 am
MOPS 9 am
Bells 5:30 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
Praise Band
7:30 pm

25

Youth Ministry
7:30 pm

Merry
Christmas

31

1

Prayer Partners Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cucamonga
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405.
Bible Study at 6:30 am Coco’s on Haven and Baseline,
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977
Prayer Shawl Plus 693 Ocean View Ct.. Upland
Contact: Emily Scholz (909)210-3920

21
Bell Practice
2 pm
NK Family
Christmas Prog.
w/Canyon City
Brass
4 pm

27

28

Children’s Group
7:30 pm
Youth Ministry
7:30 pm
2

3

Prayer Part. 9 am

All events are held at the church unless
otherwise noted below or on calendar

Christmas Paint &
Craft Class
9 am

Youth Ministry
7:30 pm

Youth Ministry
7:30 pm
26

7

14

Children’s Group
7:30 pm

Prayer Part. 9 am
Christmas Eve.
Service 7:30 pm

SATURDAY

4

Children’s Group
7:30 pm
Youth Ministry
7:30 pm

Happy Birthday!
James Beagle
Francesca Walker
Harold Willome
Sharon Hayden
Christian Harlow
Yoko Sweede
Diane Vaughn
David Van Curen
Cathy Moody

12/02
12/07
12/07
12/08
12/12
12/13
12/19
12/29
12/30

Happy Anniversary!
Rick & Rexanne Hess
12/14
Diane & Tim Atherton
12/17
Ron & Thelma Campbell 12/29
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Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report as of Oct. 31, 2019
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer
Operational Budget

Oct.

Oct.

Year to Date

Year to Date

Budget

Actual

Budget

Actual

Giving/Receipts

$16,499.35

$10,541.25

$164,993.54

$169,157.45

Expenses

$26,689.73

$23,568.41

$266,896.94

$260,922.27

-$10,190.38

-$13,027.16

-$101,903.40

-$91,764.82

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit

The net operating deficit is subsidized by
investment funds. The session has budgeted
$122,284.15 to be withdrawn from our
investments this year. So far, we have withdrawn
$93,300 which is 76% of the budgeted amount.
83% of the budget year has passed.
October’s giving was down from September.
We hope this trend is temporary. Pledge cards
and letters were distributed. If you have not
turned in your pledge card, you can still do so, by
either sending the card in to the office, putting it
in the collection plate, or giving it to Thomas
Emick, our Financial Secretary. The session has
approved a budget for 2020 and will be presenting

the budget to the congregation in December
along with the Pastor’s compensation package.
Our 2020 budget uses the pledge amounts to
configure our expenses. Please consider the
expenses for our church. Every month we
average expenses of $25,000.00. We can’t
continue to withdraw from our investments,
they should be spent on capital items and not
day-to-day items. Please do as the Lord leads
you.
We have received some help from our
investments. As of the end of October, we were
ahead of last year’s ending total by
approximately $50,000. The markets typically
show increases in the fourth quarter based on
the economy and predictions for 2020.
If anyone has questions regarding our
budget, bank balances or investments, please
contact the church office at 909-989-4919 and
your questions will be forwarded to our church
treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/
finance team.
- Emily Scholz
Treasurer

Electronic Giving Accounts
events@northkirk.org
mops@northkirk.org
giving@northkirk.org
theatre@northkirk.org
loveoffering@northkirk.org
These may be used with Zelle, Apple Pay, PayPal.
Currently mops@northkirk.org can be used
with Venmo, the other accounts can not.
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October Session Highlights
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Martin led a brief study time based in
I Thessalonians 5:14-18. Pastor Martin asked, “If
Jesus’ ministry was difficult, why would ours be
easy?” Disciples are to engage in good care for
one another, constantly rejoice, and pray while
giving thanks. Why give thanks for our
challenges? Opportunity to demonstrate grace;
opportunity to grow our maturity; opportunity to
serve as Jesus calls us.

Pastor Martin introduced our guest, Rev. Rob
Stewart as coordinator of Riverside Presbytery
Vital Congregation Initiative, of which Northkirk
is a part. Rob began by presenting some
statistics. Approximately 60% of our Presbyterian
churches nationally are under 100 members
(including Northkirk). Over one third of our
churches are under 50. The denomination still
has over 9000 Presbyterian churches.
Presbyterian Panel—the national research
department—asked: Why do some churches grow
and others not? From this research the seven
marks of vital congregations were identified. The
developed program is just being inaugurated. A
manual is being printed now. Our Presbytery is
part of first wave and Northkirk is one of 11
Riverside churches. It is a two-year process.

Library
Corner
Books are fun to read when
the setting takes place at
Christmas time but for me I
can’t read them until it’s December. Our
church library has some Christmas books that
look very tempting.
Previously, I’ve mentioned Jan Karon’s
delightful Mitford series about an Episcopalian
minister in the mountains of North Carolina.
We have many of her books from the series in
our library and one is entitled “Shepherds
Abiding “. The minister in the story has found
the perfect gift for his new wife but he needs to
keep it a secret and his gift needs lots of
restoration work to make it perfect. I enjoyed
this book and the series very much.

The first year of the Initiative (starting
January 2020) focuses on building relationships
within the church. Members share what they feel
good about as well as their concerns. The manual
that’s coming includes a 7-week Lenten Bible study
to begin in early February (Seven marks of healthy
churches). Exercises are included to help you go
out into the community—relationship between
community and church. The second year focuses
on what does God think about what our church is
doing? It focuses upon spiritual discernment
about what we’re doing.
In addition to the regular pastor and team
reports, the Session discussed and approved the
2020 church budget which will be presented at the
called congregational meeting on December 8 to
consider, as well as the IRS required vote on the
Pastor’s 2020 salary package.
Clerk’s Report
• Attendance Statistics for September 2019
• Sunday Worship averaged
• Adults - 50
• Attendance for Youth - 0
• Attendance for Children - 4
Current Members on Roll - 88

We also have many books written by
Thomas Kinkade and one is titled “The Christmas
Angel”. It looks like a fun read.
We have two copies of “When Christmas
Came to Bethlehem”. They are very thin volumes
published in 1963! And if you walk into the library
and look on the second shelf on your right by the
light switch, there are a stack of Advent studies,
holiday magazines and a fun-looking book called
“The 12 Dazes of Christmas”.
There is a treasure-trove
of wonderful books in our
library. Give yourself a
Christmas treat and take a look
around our library and borrow a
book or two, or more!

- Teri Smits
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