
Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

When the word ‘peace’ is spoken, 
we may think of the absence of 
frustration or anger between 
people. This is certainly true. But 
have we ever stopped to think that 
when the Bible speaks of peace it 
can be peace within ourselves? All 
of us know the feeling of internal 
strains with ourselves: 
disappointment, despair, or 
hopelessness. Sometimes these 
stresses come as a result of the way 
we live or the choices we make. And 
God always 
wants us to be 
healthy and free 
from these. So in 
both the Old 
Testament and 
by way of Jesus 
in the gospels, we 
hear the Lord’s 
guidance:  change 
the way we have 
been thinking and living, that is, 
repent.  

    God called the prophet 
Jeremiah to the nation of Judah to 
stop moving in the multiple 
directions they were being pulled. 
The first step, for us as well, is to 
stop from our present way of 
thinking, from our present 
busyness. When can we make time 
for this? Make an hour for time 
alone with the Lord this week to 
stop. God will guide us as we “look, 

and ask for the ancient paths, where 
the good way lies.” 

    When we ask, “What is the 
way I should live?” the Holy Spirit 
brings to our mind Jesus’ words, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
Wonderful Jesus is our guide in the 
way that will bring rest and peace 
within us. As we have learned from 
our study in the letter to the 
Hebrews this summer, Jesus 
himself walked in the ancient paths 

of our faithful 
biblical 
ancestors, Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, and 
others. When 
we daily 
practice 
trusting the 
Lord’s leading, 
we will have 
internal rest for 

our soul, even if our external life 
may be stressful.  

    Summer brings long days 
and warmth. There is no better time 
than now to stop, look, and ask 
Jesus to guide us so that our souls 
may know peace. Thank the Lord 
for his faithfulness to always 
respond when we seek him! 

- Pastor Martin 

  

     “Thus says the Lord:  
Stand at the crossroads, 
and look, and ask for the 
ancient paths, where the 
good way lies; and walk in 
it and find rest for your 
souls.”     -Jeremiah 6:16  

August 
2019  

Sermon Series 
 

August 4 
“Faith Obeys” 

Hebrews 11:8-16 
Faith can be seen in how 

Abraham obeyed God’s call and 
promise to him. Obedience 
doesn’t mean we know the 

details of the path before us  
but we know the end! 

 
August 11 

“Faith is Humble and Hopeful” 
Hebrews 11:17-22 

We might not think humility is 
an expression of faith, but 

Abraham shows us so. Faith 
also passes on hope to others  

so that they grow! 
 

August 18 
“Faith Honors God” 

Hebrews 11:23-29 
God reigns! Yet His reign is still 
a recognition each person must 

makes in faith. Honoring God is 
an expression of faith that 
challenges others who do  

not yet do so.  
 

August 25 
“Faith Conquers” 

Hebrews 11:30-40 
When our faith moves from 

inside our mind to our actions, 
the enemies of God fall  

in our life!  

                             

Worship Schedule 
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Going on around Northkirk . . . 

Classrooms Get an Update 
Renovations can be tricky; getting people to 
volunteer and timing is everything.   Luckily 
plenty of volunteers showed up on the 13th to 
remove everything from classrooms 5 and 6.  On 
the 20th, several people donated supplies and 
came to paint.  Painting was no easy task as the 
previous dark paint and the castle mural needed 
to be covered up.  During the week of the 29th, 
the new flooring was installed, and on August 
3rd everything will be moved back into the 
rooms. 

As an added bonus, a nearby resident 
donated an almost new upright baby grand 
piano to use in Room 6.  The donator’s children 
went to Vacation Bible School here many years 
ago, so she thought of us when deciding where to 
donate.  We will need to hire movers to get the 
piano here, but it is well worth the expense.  The 
old piano from Room 6 will be moved to Room 5.   

The Facilities and Grounds committee 
would like to thank the many volunteers from 
Northkirk and R4C for their help in completing 
this project.  They would also like to express 
their gratitude to MOPS, the Hambly and 
Crabtree families who donated memorial funds 
to refurbish the rooms.    

Come by and take a peek at the rooms, they 
will now be clean and modern for all who 
worship in them and the children who play 
there. 

Movie Night  
August 16th,  7:30 pm 

 
The evening begins with singing along with the 19th 
Street Band.  At sundown Disney’s movie “Moana” will be 
shown. 
 
Bring your own drinks, chairs and blankets in case it gets 
chilly.  Popcorn will be provided.  



 

 

This last spring 
during Lent, we 
read selections from 
C.S. Lewis, an 
atheist who became 
a Christian.  He’s 
famous for writing 
the Chronicles of Narnia, The 
Screwtape Letters and Mere 
Christianity.  Our church library 
located in the hallway off the 
sanctuary, has many of his books.  
Please feel free to borrow them and 
enjoy the riches of his faith. 

    - Teri Smits 

Library  
Corner 

Childcare Workers Needed  
If you enjoy being with small children and have some free time, 
you might enjoy becoming a childcare worker for MOPS. There are 
volunteer and paid positions available. It would require three 
hours of your time on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday mornings of each 
month beginning in September.  
 
If interested, contact Nancy Rash at 909-908-6405.   

 

MOPS NEWS 

 
 Saturday, November 2nd 
 
 Rancho Cucamonga Epicenter  

Walk Out of Darkness 

When you walk in the Out of the Darkness 
Walks, you join the effort with hundreds of 
thousands of people to raise awareness and 
funds that allow the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) to invest in 
new research, create educational programs, 
advocate for public policy, and support 
survivors of suicide loss. 

Save the Date 3 

Come worship the Lord with new songs! 
Our Northkirk Writers also bring their 
readings to remind us of God’s gift of 
summer time. 

August  18 

6:00 pm 

Where Joseph’s coat came from. 
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19th Street Theatre  
 

 Short Scene Festival 

The Short Scene Festival is shaping up to be an 
entertaining program for an audience of all ages.  
The directors have selected three short scenes to be 
performed. 

The first short scene will be “The Boys Who 
Cried Wolf” written and directed by Catherine 
Stephens.  It is an adaptation of the famous Aesop’s 
Fable, with a modern twist that adds a bit of humor 
along with a valuable lesson. 

The second scene is a scene from “James and 
the Giant Peach”, an adaptation from the book 
written by Roald Dahl.  James describes to a tour 
group in New York City  how he came upon the 
Giant Peach and the harrowing experience he and 
his friends had with sharks.  The scene is being 
directed by Clarissa Quick. 

The third scene is from “Rosie” written by 
Christian Kiley, Theatre Arts teacher at Etiwanda 
High and is being directed by Brooke Vanassa.  The 
scene takes place in an aviation factory during     

WW II.  The women try to protect one of their 
friends from being taken to an internment camp. 

The production involves the creation of many 
props, costumes and scenery.  Paula Emick, with 
her incredible creativity, designed just the right 
look for each scene.  Jo Simmons used her sewing 
expertise to create the costumes and Aline Sardao 
and Tim Atherton painted beautiful props and 
scenery to help the set the stage for each scene. 

Many people from the church and community 
have been volunteering their time and talents to 
make this show a success.  We hope everyone 
from the church will join us on Saturday, August 
3rd for this entertaining production! 
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Ask 
Ed 
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Karen’s 

Summer  
Gardening 

Xeriscaping continues to gain popularity in 
Southern California.  Xeriscaping by definition is 
landscaping designed specifically for areas that 
are susceptible to drought or where water 
conservation is practiced. 

Chris Maitlin and Diane Atherton are 
working on a succulent and rock garden on the 
southwest corner of the church.  Their goal is to 
create something beautiful and to save water.  
The garden will only need to be watered once a 
week in the summer and probably not at all in 
the winter, depending on rainfall. 

  
Succulents/cacti are considered the perfect 

plant.  Their leaves, stems, and roots store 
needed moisture and nutrients.  Some plants 
have adapted to their environment by growing 
very large spines, tasting foul, producing 
poisonous juices, or disguising themselves as old 
weathered rocks to keep themselves from being 
eaten by fauna.  Many have adapted to a climatic 
environment where they can thrive. 

Succulents, (from the Latin word succos, 
meaning juice), store all the moisture and 
nutrients that plants need in their stems, leaves, 
and roots in order to survive in a hostile climatic 
environment.  To have success growing these 
kinds of plants, you must study their native 
climate and mimic it.  All too often, you are 
buying a succulent or cactus from one of our 
surrounding stores that has not totally 
considered those requirements.  Some research 
is necessary on your part for better success. 

Here is some basic information to start you 
on your way! 
 

• Soil Mixes - Sand is NOT an option.  A good, 
well-drained, nutritious soil is required.  You 
can purchase cactus/palm/citrus soil mix in 
most garden shops. Generally, a loose, well-
drained, warm soil is best, but again, it 
depends on the plant and the climate it has 
adapted to that plays the most important part 
in successfully growing it.  You may need to 
do a little research just to be on the safe side. 

What is Xeriscaping? 

• Containers - Plant containers play no role in its 
propagation when soil requirements are met.  
Eventually, the plants’ roots may take over the 
container, so you may need to re-pot in a larger 
container. 

• Watering -  Watering requires experimentation 
on your part.  Depending on the soil you have 
used and its ability to retain moisture will 
determine the frequency necessary.  Do not over 
water or allow the plant to sit in water where it 
could rot.  During the plant’s rest period, usually 
during winter in California, water sparingly.  In 
the summer months, once a week usually works, 
but if the temperature is extremely hot for 
several days in a row, you may need to water 
twice a week, especially if your plants are in the 
sun most of the day.  If the edges of the leaves or 
spines start to wither or turn brown, you need to 
water more often.  Also do not water during the 
hot part of the day, water in the early morning or 
late in the evening when the sun isn’t shining on 
the plants. 

• Fertilizer - Fertilize only in the spring or summer 
months with bone-meal or a weak solution of  

 10-10-10 fertilizer and water sprayed on the 
plant. There is also specific succulent/cactus 
fertilizer that can be added to your water. 

 

For more information on plants, send me your 
individual questions or visit our church library.  I 
am adding my own personal reference library, The 
American Horticultural Society Illustrated 
Encyclopedia of Gardening to our church library to 
help many of you as you learn how to grow flowers, 
trees, veggies, etc. 

 
 
 
 

 



August Prayer Calendar 
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During the month of 
August, Northkirk is 
collecting Mac n 
Cheese for the Sova 
food bank.   Sova is 
the Ontario branch of 
Inland Valley Hope 
supportive services. 

Other ways to give . . .  
Volunteer Orientation  
If you've been thinking about volunteering your time, now's 
a great time to get started. Volunteers are crucial to the 
work that Hope Partners does, and they firmly believe that 
this work is invaluable in serving the community and those 
in need. They would love to set you up to be part of that 
work. 

Please attend the upcoming volunteer orientation on 
August 6th at the Administrative Office, 1753 N. Park 
Avenue, Pomona. If you would like to attend please contact 
the Volunteer Coordinator at 909-622-3806 Ext. 108 or 
vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Marie Simpkins 

2 

 

Eric & Julia 

Smith-Fegan 

3 
 

19th Street  
Theatre 

 

4 

 

Inland Valley 

Hope Partners 
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Martin &  

Lorraine Smith 
 

6 

 

Teri & Pete 

Smits 

7 

 

Jacob Stahl 

8 

 

Jodi & Tom 

Stahl 

9 

 

Kayla Stahl 
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Pacific Lifeline 

11 

 

Calvary Pres. 

Homeless  

Ministry 

12 

 
David & Yoko 

Sweede 

13 

 

Jeffrey Sweede 

14 

 

Josephine & Paul 

Syiem 

15 

 

Lovey Thomas 

16 

 

Gail & Bob 

Valenti 

17 
 

Youth Group 

18 

 

Boy Scout 

Troop 634 

19 

 

David Van 

Curen 

20 

 
Janice & Sarah 

Vance 

21 

 

Diane & Dave 

Vaughn 
 

22 

 

Francesca  

Walker 

23 

 

Amy Wallace 

24 
 

Praise Band 

25 
 

Facilities & 

Grounds  

Committee 

26 

 

Gary & Kim 

Wallace 

27 

 

Eric Wallace 

28 

 

Harold Willome 

29 

 

Beverly & Frank 

Wiltse 

30 

 

Pilar Yarur 

31 
 

Missions  
Committee 

       

Save the Date for the 2019 
 

Walk for the Hungry and  
The Homeless 

Saturday, Sept. 21 

Deacon of the Month 
Janice Vance:  760-952-2072 
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Adopt a Family 
Monday mornings between August 12 and September 23rd, 
volunteers are needed to register families to receive gifts at 
Christmas time.  Spanish speaking is helpful but not necessary. 

These are no-income to low-income families that would 
not have much of a Christmas without the Adopt-a-Family 
program.  The registration takes place at the Inland Valley 
Hope Partners office. 
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All events are held at the church unless 
otherwise noted below or on calendar 
 
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cuc. 
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405. 
 
Bible Study at 6:30 am  Coco’s on Haven and 
Baseline, contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977 
 
Prayer Shawl Plus  693 Ocean View Ct., Upland  
Contact Emily Scholz 909-985-7150 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 
Dawn Collins            8/3 
Herman Guardado 8/8 
David Sweede 8/24 
Sue Sharra 8/26 

Happy Anniversary!  
  
Eric & Julia Smith-Fegan 8/04 
Norm & Debby Balders 8/16 
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 1 

 
Drama Camp 

4:30 pm 

2 
 

Drama Camp  
4:30 pm 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

 
 

3 
 
 
 

Short Scene Fest.  
2 pm & 7 pm 

4 
 

Worship  9:30 am 
 

Usher Training 
after worship 

 

Youth Worship  
12 pm 

 

Youth Group 4 pm 

5 6 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
Team Mtgs. 7 pm 
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Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

Praise Band  
7 pm  

Pastor’s Bible  
Study 7:30 

WMA Mtg. 8 pm 
 

8 9 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

10 
 

Writer’s Group 
9:00 am 

11 
 

Worship 9:30 am    
Youth Worship 

12:00  
Youth Group 4 pm 

12 
 
 

13 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
Deacon’s Mtg 7pm 

14 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

Choir Camp 6 pm 
Praise Band  

7 pm  

15 16 
 

Movie Night 
“Moana”  
7:30 pm 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

17 
 
 

18 
 

Worship 9:30 am 
 Youth Worship 

12:00  
Youth Group 4 pm 
Jazz Vespers 6 pm 

19 20 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
Session Mtg. 

7 pm 

21 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

Pastor’s Bible St.  
7 pm 

Praise Band  
7 pm  

22 23 
 

Children’s Group 
7:30 pm 

24 
 

Session Retreat 8 am 
 

Writer’s Group 
9:00 am 

25 
 

Worship 9:30 am  
Youth Worship 

12:00  
Youth Group 4 pm 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

Prayer Partners 
9 am 

 
 

28 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 am 

 
Choir 6 pm 

 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

30 

 
Children’s Group 

7:30 pm 
 
 

31 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



July Session 
Highlights 

July Session Highlights 
 
Pastor Martin led a brief study time based in Isaiah 19:23-25.  Who don’t you expect to see in heaven?  The 
Israelites did not expect Assyrians.  But the Lord wanted to use Israel as a light even to its enemies.  Likewise, the 
Lord will use His church to bring the gospel to those who don’t know God…even us.  We should continue to expect 
surprises. 
 
The Pastor’s report included:  

• Motions approved: 
• To move August Session meeting to Saturday morning, August 24, 8-Noon to spend time in the Word, 

reflection and prayer, and God’s guidance for the year moving forward. 
• To approve usher training on Sunday, August 4, following worship at 11 a.m. in the Pastor’s office. 

• 19th Street Theatre Drama Camp will run July 29 – August 2 from 5 to 8 p.m. with two performances on 
Saturday August 3 at 2 and 7 p.m. 

Team reports included:  

• Christian Education will be meeting later this month to discuss August 16 movie night and the fall curriculum. 

• Facilities and Grounds provided an extensive report including:  approvals for facilities use requests; pending 
projects - options to remove tripping hazards in front of office and remodeling Classrooms 5 and 6, Boy Scout 
project that weeded and cleaned out rear planters, and replacing various batteries, lightbulbs, and one thermostat. 

• Membership/Fellowship team will be meeting shortly to discuss 40th church anniversary celebration. 

• Mission and Evangelism presented a motion, which passed, to collect a special offering on Sunday, July 28, to 
help the Ridgecrest community recover from the earthquake. 

• Music, Worship and Arts 

•  Homecoming Sunday and 40th anniversary celebration will be September 8. 
• Team would like to feature special ministries and a slide show that day. 

• Stewardship/Finance 

• Presented a motion, which was approved, to designate September as Stewardship month with a kick-off 
Sunday on September 8, followed by weekly minutes for mission from the Stewardship team that month. 

• Presented a motion, approved, to designate the large tree in the Memorial Garden to be dedicated “to all 
Northkirk members who have passed on to eternal life” per the request of the Vances 

• Presented a motion, approved, to place memorial plaques in Classrooms 5 and 6 in memory of Ed 
Hambly and Audrey Crabtree, respectively. 

• Presented a motion to authorize a fund-raising campaign to address the parking lot repair project, which 
was also approved. 

• Personnel will be working with Pastor Martin to provide anti-harassment training as required by California law. 

• Average Sunday worship attendance for June 2019 was:  53 Adults, 1 Youth, and 2 Children.  Current members 
on the roll are 89. 
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Treasurer’s Report  

As of June 31, 2019  
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Operational Budget June June Year to Date Year to Date 

  Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Giving/Receipts  $16,499.36  $15,748.00  $  98,996.13  $ 115,656.91 

Expenses  $26,689.73   $21,256.55  $160,138.02  $167,104.24 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -$10,190.37 -$5,508.55 -$61,141.89     -$51,447.33 

Treasurer’s Report as of June 30, 2019 
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

How do I get the soap scum out of  
my shower? 

A solution of white vinegar, Dawn dish detergent 
and water in a spray bottle is great for cleaning a 
bathroom shower.  Just stand in the shower 
barefoot and squirt on the shower walls.  Let the 
solution rest a minute or two, then rinse off.  The 
solution does double duty here, it removes the scale 
from the shower, plus it softens your feet.  
 
It also removes hard water deposits and mold!  But 
if you have some particularly bad hard water 
deposits, you can buy Scalemaster from the pool 
supply store to remove deposits from the shower or 
in the toilet.  Scalemaster is very strong and one 
should wear gloves when applying. 
 
Happy cleaning! 
 
 

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment funds.   The session has budgeted $122,284.15 to be 
withdrawn from our investments this year.  So far, we have withdrawn $52,300 which is 43% of the 
budgeted amount which is 7% under budget.  Our investments continue to rise.    

There are some capital improvements happening.  Classrooms 5 and 6 have been renovated with new 
flooring and paint.  Funds for this have come from MOPS and Memorial Funds.  The parking lot needs 
some repairs, and the memorial garden will receive new benches and plants.  Funds will be set up for each 
of these improvements and if you’d like to help defray the costs, your donations will be much appreciated.      

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances or investments, please contact the 
church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to 
someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

Ask  
Emily 
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