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Northkirk Presbyterian Church

Worship Schedule

Sermon Series

April 1, Maundy Thursday
Matthew 26:26-29

There is much more life to be 
lived once we have been 

served at Jesus’ table.

April 2, Good Friday
Matthew 27:38-50

While Jesus agonized on the 
cross He trusted in an eternal 

glory to be remembered.

April 4, Easter Sunday
John 20:1-18

Imagine having assurance of 
never losing one you love. 
Jesus lives so that we can 

enjoy this in truth.

April 11
Guest Preacher Matt Shool

The Lord remained for a time 
before ascension to encourage 

His disciples who continue 
kingdom work.

April 18
Phil. 1:1-11

Our strength for the work of 
God’s kingdom comes from our 

focus and action.

April 25
Phil. 1:12-20

Proclaiming Christ 
is at the heart of the 

Lord’s congregations. 

Christ, the Lord is risen! Can you 
imagine how this reality stunned 
and changed the lives of Jesus’ first 
disciples? If you can’t just now, it’s 
understandable. There could be no 
greater shock to us than to have one 
we loved, who we grieved to see suffer 
and die, suddenly greet us alive and 
with joy. We all have grieved such 
loss that breaks our heart and leaves 
us unsure how we can continue in 
life. We have 
felt powerless to 
slow the decline 
or sudden death 
of another who 
has been a rock 
and safe harbor 
for us. We’ve 
missed their love 
and wisdom that 
priceless. And we 
have been reminded that one day we, 
too, will leave behind our time in this 
world. But to have this ancient, somber 
experience suddenly interrupted by 
God’s love for us changes everything! 
Death is no longer the period in the 
sentence of our life!

    Given the sacrifice of 
accomplishment of God’s love, the 
first disciples needed to reconsider 
their lives. If God loves us, loves me, 
so, why have I been thinking and 
living the way I have? If God wants 
to restore me to become like Christ 
Jesus, why don’t I trust Him today? 

If God desires for me to be part of 
bringing others to receive this same 
graceful gift, how can I yield myself 
even while I am changed over time? 
All this is the newness of life. It’s 
exciting, unnerving, scary, requires 
trust in God, requires our humility, 
and requires we strengthen one 
another as we have been called 
together in this congregation called 
Northkirk. 

          
Coincident 

with this Easter 
joy we also 
find ourselves 
hopeful for the 
gift of vaccines 
and fewer social 
restrictions. This 
also will feel like 

a newness of life! We can be asking 
our Lord, “Where will you lead us to 
serve You in this time of newness?” 
Each of the early congregations in 
the New Testament asked the same 
question. We’ll read of the Lord’s 
guidance to the young church in 
Philippi this spring. We, like they, 
will be encouraged because we 
may listen for the voice of our risen 
Lord!

April
2021

      “Therefore we have been buried 
with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, 
so we too might walk in newness 
of life.”           (Romans 6:4)

/Pastor Martin
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The 125 Easter bags will be delivered on Easter 
Sunday along with a promotional postcard inviting 
the recipients 
to join us in 
our worship 
services in the 
future.

Going On
Around Northkirk

Easter Baskets for Seniors
Following the success of Valentine’s Bags to 

the seniors at Merrill Gardens last month, Cynthia 
Alvarez and Teri Smits launched another mission 
project, Easter bags for the seniors at Valencia 
Commons.  The Valencia Commons facility was 
chosen because this is where our former Associate 
Pastor and Cynthia’s step-father, Darel Griffin, 
resides.

There has been an outpouring of love for these 
seniors.  One of the MOPS moms, Brisa, volunteered 
to make 120 mini succulent pots for residents and 
staff.  Another MOPS mom Stacey, Cynthia and Teri 
spent a Saturday assembling them.  Many people 
in our congregation donated Easter eggs filled with 
candy, personal items, and little gifts.  The Classical 
Conversations School children made beautiful cards 
with personal messages, and many volunteers came 
on a Wednesday morning to assemble the bags. 

Northkirk will lead Easter 
Services at Valencia Commons
Another exciting opportunity has presented itself 
at Valencia Commons.  The staff has asked Pastor 
Martin to conduct an Easter service for the residents 
and guests.  

Valencia Commons has not had a worship 
service there in many years and looks forward to 
providing this opportunity for its residents.  Pastor 
Martin expressed his gratitude by saying, “The Holy 
Spirit continues to lead us as a congregation to serve 
so that others know God loves them. In this Valencia 
Commons need and the Merrill Gardens need, it was 
the open eyes and ears of Cynthia Alvarez and Teri 
Smits that heard the Lord’s call . . . We’ll continue 
to build relationships and be open to serving these 
neighbors as our Lord leads us.”
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Festive Easter Facts
1 Easter clothes were 

considered good luck
Old superstition held that if you 
wore new clothes on Easter, you 
would have good luck for the rest of 
the year. 

2 Easter eggs had a 
medieval twist

Listen to this medieval game children’s 
game:  The priest would give one of the 
choir boys a hard boiled egg, and the boys 
would pass it amongst themselves until the 
clock struck midnight, when whoever was 
holding it then got to eat it.

3 Easter lilies are a 
relatively new tradition

The US copied this tradition from 
Europe after WW I.  The transition 
from dormant bulbs to delicate flowers 
brings to mind hope and rebirth.

4 We can thank the Germans 
& the Dutch for the Easter 
bunny

The idea of the Easter bunny giving 
candies and eggs is said to have 
originated in Germany during the 
Middle Ages.  Dutch settlers in 
Pennsylvania brought the bunny to 
the United States in the 1700s.

5
Americans eat about 1.5 
million Peeps during 
Easter

That makes these colorful 
marshmallows the most popular 
non-chocolate Easter candy. The 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, factory 
makes an impressive 5.5 million
 a day.

6
A surprising 59% of 
people eat the ears of a 
chocolate bunny first

Only a handful start with the feet 
or tail, and the rest apparently 
don’t have a plan of action.

7

In the old days, pretzels 
were associated with 
Easter

Why? Because the twists of this 
salty treat resemble arms crossing 
in prayer.

8Eggs are dyed to represent 
the blood of Jesus Christ

Christians in Mesopotamia dyed eggs 
red to mimic the blood that Christ 
shed during his crucifixion. The church 
purportedly took up this tradition and it 
has continued ever since. 

3
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 Children’s
Corner

Bored
Adults
Corner

 “Jesus accomplished His redemptive purpose on the cross, and this is 
where God (in the resurrection) demonstrated that Jesus is, in fact, His Son. 
Because of the cross and resurrection, we can have forgiveness and confidence 
of eternal life. We can live because Jesus lives!” 

Video of the Month

“Do you like watching a television 
series that tell a story over several 
episodes?  This link will take you 
to a YouTube page where you can 
watch eight videos that tell, in order, 
the story of Easter.  This one’s a true 
story we can read about in the Bible.  
You can watch the videos all at once 
or view them over the next few days.  

Share this link with other family 
members,  friends and neighbors, so 
they can hear the good news, too!”

Click here to view the Story of Easter

Watch this space for more 
video links in the future! 
        - James

Answer Key
     on Page 6
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Campus Work Day
Thank you to all of the volunteers from Classical Conversations 
who came out to clean up our campus!

Love Offering 
Yard Sale
Two years ago Northkirk held a yard sale where 
all of the items were FREE!  Many people from 
the community attend and express their gratitude 
to us.   We gave away clothing, furniture, books, 
household items and even gave away our old 
display tables to someone who took them to a 
school in Mexico.

The yard sale will be held on May 15th.  To 
pull this off, many volunteers are needed!  We 
need people to help sort items the day before 
the sale, people to come early in the morning 
to set up, and assist customers throughout 
the day.  At the end of the sale, volunteers are 
needed to take any remaining items to thrift 
stores and clean up the parking lot.  

Please contact Teri Smits if interested in 
helping out at tsmitstsmits@aol.com or call 
her at 909-227-8068.  

We are going to need a lot of items to give 
away - so start saving items to donate!
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Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Martin
Several churches in the Presbytery have been working 
on the Vital Congregations Initiative this past year.  
Pastor Martin has been on the committee and will 
introduce it to our congregation in this next year.  It is 
study to see how our congregation is doing in several 
different key areas in the life of a growing church.
Christian Ed:  James Beagle
• Motion:  To initiate a survey asking about 

children’s activities to better meet our children’s 
needs

Facilities & Grounds:   Thelma Campbell
• Motion:  Enter into a contract with Fishhook 

Fellowship and allow them use of facility for 
indoor worship service.  

• Allow use of parking lot for American Red Cross 
for blood drive.  Bring Blood mobiles to our 
parking lot.

Membership & Fellowship:  Pam Sickman
• No Report
Missions:  David Van Curen
• Motion:  To have a Love Offering Free Yard sale on 

Saturday May 15.

Music, Worship & Arts:  Aline Sardao
• Motion:  Approve the possibility of an outside 

Easter Service on April 4 based on the safety 
guidelines at that time.

Stewardship Finance:  Lee Rash
• Stewardship Pledges Increase - A total of 

$113,680 in pledges have been received for 
the 2021 financial year (compared to $113,780 
pledged last year)

COVID Safety Committee:  Thelma Campbell
• The $5000 Grant expenditures were approved.  

Expenditures include items such as:  masks, 
thermometers, sanitizers, media equipment to 
improve online broadcasting, and software to 
improve communication with congregation

• Average Attendance for Online & 
Outdoor Worship Services -- March:
YouTube:   12 viewers
In-Person Service:    32 attenders

Because of the way we are broadcasting, 
we currently do not have accurate viewer 
stats for Facebook.

MARCH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

What happens when the Classical 
Conversation kids see a squirrel 
run up a tree.
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Ask
Ed

Hey Ed,
What do I need to do in my garden 
in April?
As this season has brought much needed rain to 
moisturize the soil, it’s important to do certain April 
gardening tasks. Here are some suggestions to get 
you started.
1. Clean the Garden:  Begin by removing any debris 

left from the winter months in your garden.  You 
can turn your decomposed winter mulches into 
the soil or you can rake off all extra mulches to 
be place in your compost pile for later use. This 
might be a good time to remove any perennials 
that you don’t want to keep for this next season.

2. Soil preparation:  I usually find a good time-
release fertilizer to sprinkle on my plots at this 
time and add composed material. Then proceed 
to turn my soil over as I mix in that fertilizer and 
composted material.  I let large clumps sit for a 
few days while stile watering and then smooth 
out the surfaces of each plot, paying close 
attention to what the soil looks like and if there 
are any insect pupa’s that need to be removed.

3. Plant Spring Annuals:  Time to plant spring 
flower seedlings and young plants that you 
planted in March.  If you’ve not sown seeds yet, 
start them now:  petunias, zinnias, marigolds, 
and any other seasonal flowers you fancy in 
your flowerbeds. It’s also a time to plant your 
container garden.

4. Time to Grow Vegetables:  There are many 
warm-season vegetables that you might also 
consider planting this April for the summer 
harvest such as cucumbers, tomatoes, okra, 
beans, eggplants, cantaloupe, peppers, melons, 
just to name a few.  You could also plant some 
cooler vegetables:  radish, carrots, peas, and 
lettuce; and begin planting your favorite annual 
herbs.

Any questions….Please send them to me at 
erugh3@gmail.com
https://balconygardenweb.com/things-to-do-in-garden-in-april/ https://
www.housebeautiful.com/uk/garden/seasons/a1492/gardening-april-jobs/
https://simplysmartgardening.com/vegetable-garden-checklist-april/

Ask
Emily

Brilliant Cooking Hacks

1. Hot Pepper Cleanup  - Here’s an easy trick:  
After slicing any hot pepper, jalapenos serranos 
or ghost pepper - rub vegetable 
oil on your fingers, then wash 
with soap.  The capsaicin, a 
spicy chemical in chili peppers, 
binds with the oil and is washed 
away by the soap in a one-two 
punch.  You’ll thank me later 
when you accidentally rub your eyes or nose.  
Or worse, attempt to put in your contact lenses.

2. Easy Grating Ginger - Toss your leftover 
ginger root in a zip-top bag and stash it in 
the freezer.  Next time 
you need ginger, grab a 
coarse grater to transform 
the frozen ginger into a 
snowy pile of ready-to-
use deliciousness.  No 
need to peel it first.  The 
whole thing is edible.

3. Easy Steak Fries - 
Finally, a purpose for that apple slicer beyond 
once-a-year pie.  You can use it to prep 
restaurant-worthy 
potato wedges in 
minutes.  Cult one end 
of the potato or sweet 
potato so it’s flat, then 
push your apple slicer 
through.  You should 
get perfectly pointy 
wedges every time. Sprinkle on seasonings and 
bake away.

I recently found a list in the Inland Valley Daily 
Bulletin of cooking hacks.  I kept the list and will try 
each one to see how it works for me.  I would love 
to hear some feedback if any of the cooking hacks 
work for you and what didn’t.  I will compile the 
results and send them to the newspaper.
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During the month of April Northkirk is 
collecting  Peanut Butter for TOUCH 
Ministries 

Phone:  Connie Anaya (909) 682-5474
Email:  touch14god@yahoo.com
Address:  219 W. Belmont St., Ontario, CA
TOUCH also accepts donations and grocery gift 
cards.  You can drop off at the Northkirk Office.

Inland Valley Hope Partners - Amy’s Farm 

Volunteering at Amy’s Farm
Amy’s Farm hosts a volunteer work party Monday - 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to Noon. Tasks vary depending on 
the season, but volunteers may help perform the following 
duties:  preparing seedbeds, fertilizing, composting, 
weeding, spreading mulch, staking plants, watering, or 
harvesting vegetables and fruits.
 

For more information on volunteering at Amy’s Farm, 
please contact the Volunteer Coordinator at vcoordinator@
inlandvalleyhopepartners.org or 909-622-3806, x108 or call 
Amy’s Farm directly at the number below.
 

Amy’s Farm
7698 Eucalyptus Ave, Ontario, CA 91762
(844) 426-9732
Info@amysfarm.com
www.Amysfarm.com

1

Grace & Glen 
Gonzales

2

Ed Hambly

3

Men’s Bible 
Study

4

Inland Valley
Hope Partners

5

Flo Hambly

6

Jamie Hambly
& Marley

7

Sharon Hayden

8

Rexanne & 
Rick Hess

9

Patricia 
Huntsman

10

Our City
 Leaders

11

TOUCH
Ministries

12

Tom
Huntsman

13

Anu, Biju & 
Caruna Jacob

14

Mary Lee

15

Ruth Lee

16

John Leongson

17

Our National
Leaders

18

Our Shut Ins

19

Chris & Les
Matilen

20

Mat & Molly
Matthews

21

Margaret
Merhoff

22

Nancy & Eric
Michalski

23

Marion &
Steve Mildon

24

Our Local
Police Officers

25

Christians
Around the 

World

26

Trudy & David
Milne

27

Ruben
Miranda 

28

Cathy Moody

29

Rebecca Peters

30

Lily Pyu

1

Military 
Members

April Prayer Calendar
Deacon of the Month:
Sharon Hayden:  909-972-5186  
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APRIL EVENTS CALENDAR

Happy Anniversary! Happy Birthday!Bible Study Information
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho 
Cucamonga
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405.
 
Men’s Bible Study at 7:30 am Via Zoom, contact Lee 
Rash 909-225-4977
 
3D Study - Sunday, 12:30 pm  Via Zoom, contact 
Martin Smith 909-285-2130
 
Pastor’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 7 pm  Fellowship 
Hall, contact Martin Smith 909-285-2130
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 8 - 9 am, via Google 
Duo.  Contact Teri Smits 909-227-8068

Norm Balders 4/02
Tom Stahl 4/08
Grace Gonzales 4/11
John Gonzales 4/12
Bernadette Allbaugh 4/18
Trudy Milne 4/18

Nancy & Eric Michalski 4/04
Jo & Alan Simmons 4/06
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Maundy 

Thursday Service
7:30 pm

2
Good Friday

Service
7:30 pm

3

4
EASTER

Bible St. 8 am
Worship Service

9:30 am

5 6
Prayer Prt. 9 am

Finance Mtg. 
6 pm

Praise Band 6 pm

7
Men’s Bible St.

7:30 am 

8 9 10

Writer Group
1 pm

11

Bible St. 8 am
Worship Service

9:30 am

12 13

Prayer Partners
9 am

Praise Band 6 pm
Deacons Mtg 7 pm

14

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

Pastor’s Bible St.
7:30 pm

15 16 17

18
Bible St. 8 am

Worship Service
9:30 am

3D Study 11:00

19 20

Prayer Partners
9 am

Session Meeting
7 pm

21

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

22

Praise Band 6 pm

23 24

Writer’s Group
1 pm

25

Bible St. 8 am
Worship Service

9:30 am
3D Study 11:00

26 27

Prayer Partners
9 am

28

Men’s Bible St.
7:30 am

Pastor’s Bible St.
7:30 pm

29

Praise Band 6 pm

30 1
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer’s Report as of 
February 28, 2021

Operational Budget February Budget February Actual
Year to Date 

Budget
Year to Date 

Actual

Giving/Receipts $15,841.70 $15,666.19 $31,683.50 $26,038.22

Expenses $24,544.03 $20,358.40 $49,088.44 $47,136.54

Net Operating 
Surplus/Deficit

-$8,702.30 -$4,692.21 -$17,404.84 -$ 21,098.32

Electronic Giving Accounts
mops@northkirk.org
giving@northkirk.org 

We did much better in February than January. 
We almost met the budgeted amount in giving/
receipts, and our expenses were less than 
January’s.  Investments continued to gain in 
February 

The net operating deficit is subsidized 
by savings reserves and investment funds.   
The session has budgeted $104,427.84 to be 
withdrawn from our investments this year.  We 
withdrew $15,000 in February. 

Deposits are made each week using the Bank 
of America’s mobile app.  If anyone would like 
their checks that were deposited returned, please 
inform the office or our treasurer, Emily Scholz, 
otherwise the checks will be destroyed.   

If anyone has questions regarding our 
budget, bank balances or investments, please 
contact the church office at 909-989-4919 and 
your questions will be forwarded to our church 
treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/
finance team.

What You Need To Know 
About Donations

The workshop was very interesting and I came 
back with some changes for our church so we will be in 
compliance with IRS rules and regulations.
If you, as a donor wish to give someone in our church 
family a donation, and would like it to be a tax 
donation, you cannot name the individual on your 
check.  The individual cannot be the payee or be in the 
memo portion of your check.   Make your check out 
to Northkirk Presbyterian Church and apply it to the 
Deacon’s Fund or the Deacon’s Family Fund.  You can 
put a note on a post-it note, or attach a note letting 
our deacons know your intention.  The Deacons will 
discuss the situation and will assess the needs of the 
individual. 

It was recommended that the church never give 
cash directly to an individual, but rather pay a bill for 
them, direct them to a food bank or to a place where 
they can receive help, purchase whatever item they 
need, or meet them at a gas station to fill their tank. 
This way the money is spent properly and the funds 
are not income to the individual.

The church is allowed to host a fund-raising 
campaign once a year per person.  However, the 
church is not allowed to name the person.  All the 
funds raised during the campaign will go directly to 
the person and is not taxable income.  If you need to 
know who the person is, listen to the prayers of the 
people for clues.  You can also talk privately to one of 
our deacons or our pastor.

by Emily Scholz, Treasurer, Northkirk
I recently attended a workshop put on by Church 
Mutual Insurance, Northkirk’s liability insurance 
carrier.  The narrators were Elaine and Thomas 
Sommerville.  Elaine is a CPA and her husband 
Tom is a Church Law Attorney. 
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Northkirk Classifieds
Do you have something you want to sell, give away, exchange?  Or maybe you are looking for some 
item in particular?  This section of the Grapevine will give you the opportunity to turn your trash 
into someone’s treasure!

FOR SALE!

6 Martini Glasses
$24

6 Margarita Glasses
$24

No chips or scratches on the glasses and are 
in excellent condition!

Contact Ed Rugh at erugh3@gmail.com

Contact:  Dean Collins
    deacondeanav@gmail.com

Wanted!Wanted!
     Plastic pots      Plastic pots 
             of all sizes             of all sizes

3-in-one bed that converts from a crib to a 
day bed  and twin sized bed as your child 
gets older.

FOR SALE!
Eddie Bauer Crib

Never been used!
$80 OBO 

Includes crib, mattress 
and bedding

Call Lovey if interested:  909-734-9993

4 stackable, aluminum 
outdoor chairs  

FOR SALE!

Contact Jo Simmons: 
                                           jo.l.simmons@gmail.

Will deliver if within a few miles of Northkirk


