
Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

It’s been two weeks since our nation 
was directed to close schools, refrain 
from discretionary travel, eating in 
restaurants or food courts, and avoid 
groups of ten or more people. Almost 
every regular activity in our life has 
suddenly changed. In such a time, we 
remind ourselves throughout the day 
of Jesus’ promise, “I am with you 
always…” And by the Holy Spirit we 
continue to do good as God’s servants! 

 Though we have not been able 
to physically gather for Sunday 
worship these 
past two weeks, I 
can see that we 
are more 
intentionally in 
touch with one 
another and 
working 
together. The shelter-in-place directive 
we’ve been given has caused us to 
realize that Northkirk is not primarily 
a location where we gather, but rather 
caring relationships we share. We may 
not physically gather during this crisis, 
but we are comforted by phone, email, 
texting, Facebook, and cards.  

 Suddenly our Lenten time has 
become focused around the sacrifices 
we’re being asked to make for the 
benefit of our community and nation. 
And such extreme sacrifice such as 
shelter-in-place is not natural to us. 
We are truly fortunate to live in a 
country where we enjoy liberty and our 
pursuits freely. So, during this time 
when we experience limitations, 
remember God’s encouragement 

through Hebrews 13:16: “Do not 
neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God.” Each day 
during this trying time is an 
opportunity to do good and share 
with others in need. This will be 
witness to God’s care for our 
neighbors during these days.  

 You’ll read in this 
Grapevine issue of the decisions 
that our Session had made in 

response to our 
government 
guidance. We 
have asked our 
ministry leaders 
to refrain from 
gathering during 
this time for any 
activity where we 

cannot ensure a safe, six foot 
social distance. I am very 
thankful for our worship 
leadership team that has quickly 
volunteered their time and 
expertise so that we may worship 
together online during our 
regular Sunday morning time.  

 This Lent, this Palm 
Sunday, this Holy Week and this 
Easter Sunday will be memorable 
because we will celebrate it 
together to the full, even as we 
gather online. In this time of 
relatively small sacrifice, Jesus’ 
ultimate sacrifice will be honored 
by us in a new way! 

       “Do not neglect to do 
good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.”   
                         (Hebrews 13:16) 

April 
2020  

Sermon Series 
 

Jesus’ Faithful Church  
  

April 5 
Palm Sunday 

Matthew 26:6-13 
A woman poured costly ointment upon 

Jesus’ head to honor him and give 
thanks. Why does giving Jesus thanks 

affect our very living? 
 

April 9 
Maundy Thursday 
Matthew 26:26-29 

We remember Jesus’ final meal with his 
disciples. But what attitude and response 

are we to have during this sacrament? 
 

April 10 
Good Friday 

Matthew 27:11-26 
A leader deserves awesome respect when 

they die to protect their people.  
How will our honor be evident to others 

on Good Friday? 
 

April 12 
Easter Sunday 

Matthew 28:1-10 
Jesus didn’t waste time after an angel 

appeared to roll away the stone 
covering his tomb! What two Marys 

encountered reminds us of the joy 
before us forever. 

 

April 19 
Matthew 6:7-15 

Prayer is the beginning point of faith.  
The attitude of our prayer life is key to 

our growth in Christ. 
 

April 26 
Special Worship 

Look forward to hearing the reading  
of a selection of helpful scripture  

with meditative music as we  
pray through these. 

                             

Worship Schedule 

/Pastor Martin 



 

 

Going On At Northkirk 

COVID-19, Social Distancing and Online Services 

It seems like every time we turn on the radio or 
television we hear the term “social distancing”.   
Human beings by nature are very social creatures.  
We like face-to-face interaction, giving and receiving 
hugs.  But with the new rule to keep 6-feet of 
distance between ourselves, it has become 
impossible to continue our regular worship service.  
The decision was made to conduct an alternative, 
online service until the end of April. 

The Worship, Music and Arts (MWA) Team has 
tried to make it as easy as possible for everyone to 
access the online service.  The service is available on 
YouTube and on the church website beginning 
Saturday evening for those who prefer to watch 
early.  It is on Facebook on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
for those who prefer to watch it together at the 
standard time.  To keep people connected, the 
Facebook Northkirk Presbyterian Group allows 
group members to interact with one another by 
posting comments during the 9:30 service.   If 
someone is not very tech-savvy, they also have the 
option of listening to the service via conference call. 

Using all of the technological methods has been 
a learning experience for the MWA Team.  It 
requires setting up more equipment, learning to use 
3-point lighting, and experimenting with filming in 
and compressing in different resolutions and file 
formats.    

The new online worship service format has been 
very popular so far.  This weekend several people 
watched the service on Saturday evening, there were 
62 viewers on Sunday, and a few more watched on 
Monday.  Pastor Martin and the MWA Team are very 
happy with the number of people tuning in.  “Dean 
Collins of the MWA Team said, “I enjoy seeing how 
everyone is trying to interact and the number of new 
viewers we see each week.”   Hopefully the online 
worship continues to be an outreach to our 
community.   

 

Ways in which you can view and take part in the 
worship service: 

Northkirk Website - www.northkirk.org 

YouTube - search for Northkirk Presbyterian 
Church 

Facebook - search for Northkirk Presbyterian 
Group 

Conference Call - You can also listen 
via conference call by calling:  (425)436-6307.   

The Access Code:  553714 

       “For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them.” 
 
        Matthew 18:20 
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Protecting Your Mental Health  
During the COVID-19 Outbreak 
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Human beings like 
certainty.  We are 
hard-wired to want 
to know what is 
happening and to 
notice things that 
feel threatening to 

us.  When things feel uncertain or when we don’t 
generally feel safe, it’s normal to feel stressed.  This 
very reaction, while there to protect us, can cause all 
sorts of havoc when there is a sense of uncertainty and 
conflicting information around us. 

A large part of anxiety comes from a sense of what 
we think we should be able to control, but can’t.  Right 
now, many of us are worried about COVID-19, known 
as the “Coronavirus”.  We may feel helpless about what 
will happen or what we can do to prevent further 
stress.  The uncertainty might also connect to our 
uncertainty about other aspects of our lives, or remind 
us of past times when we didn’t feel safe and the 
immediate future was uncertain. 

In times like these, our mental health can 
suffer.  We don’t always know it’s happening.  You 
might feel more on edge than usual, angry, helpless or 
sad.  You might notice that you are more frustrated 
with others or want to completely avoid any reminders 
of what is happening.  For those of us who already 
struggle with our mental wellness, we might feel more 
depressed or less motivated to carry out our daily 
activities. 

It’s important to note that we are not helpless in 
light of current news events.  We can always choose 
our response.  If you are struggling, here are some 
things you can do to take care of your mental health in 
the face of uncertainty: 

Separate what is in your control from 
what is not.  There are things you can do, and it’s 
helpful to focus on those.  Wash your hands.  Remind 
others to wash theirs. Take your vitamins. Limit your 
consumption of news (Do you really need to know what 
is happening on a cruise ship you aren’t on?). 

Do what helps you feel a sense of 
safety.  This will be different for everyone, and it’s 
important not to compare yourself to others.  It’s ok if 
you’ve decided what makes you feel safe is to limit 
attendance of large social events, but make sure you 
separate when you are isolating based on potential for 
sickness versus isolating because it’s part of 
depression. 

Get outside in nature–even if you are 
avoiding crowds.  I took a walk yesterday 
afternoon in my neighborhood with my 
daughter.  The sun was shining, we got our dose 
of vitamin D, and it felt good to both get some 
fresh air and quality time together.   Exercise also 
helps both your physical and mental health. 

Challenge yourself to stay in the 
present.  Perhaps your worry is compounding—
you are not only thinking about what is currently 
happening, but also projecting into the future. 
When you find yourself worrying about 
something that hasn’t happened, gently bring 
yourself back to the present moment.  Notice the 
sights, sounds, tastes and other sensory 
experiences in your immediate moment and 
name them. Engaging in mindfulness activities is 
one way to help stay grounded when things feel 
beyond your control. 

Stay connected and reach out if you 
need more support.  Talk to trusted friends 
about what you are feeling. If you are feeling 
particularly anxious or if you are struggling with 
your mental health, it’s ok to reach out to a 
mental health professional for support.  You 
don’t have to be alone with your worry and it can 
be comforting to share what you are experiencing 
with those trained to help. 

We are in this together, and help is always 
available.  If you’re feeling alone and struggling, 
you can also reach out to The Crisis Text Line by 
texting TALK to 741741 or National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK. 

By Doreen Marshall, PhD. 

Contact Your Deacon 
 
If you need someone to talk to or have a prayer 
request, please call your deacon.   They are 
available to pray with you  or assist you in any 
way they can. 
 
 
 

“The will of God will not take us where 
the grace of God cannot sustain us.” 

   - Billy Graham 
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Library  
Corner 
As I was discussing with 
our wonderful church 
secretary, Diane, what to 
write about for our Library Corner, she 
suggested I do a book review.  I took her up on 
her challenge and I’m so glad I did. 

When I walked into our charming little 
library and scanned the shelves of at eye level 
first, I saw Billy Graham’s autobiography, Just 
as I Am.  I grabbed it and took it home.  What 
a fascinating book! 

Of course, he begins with his early years; 
he was born in 1918.  It was interesting to learn 
he was very involved in helping Youth For 
Christ and he was president of his own 
Northwestern Schools chapter before and even 
during his early years of crusades. 

His wife had an interesting history too.  
Her parents were missionary doctors in the 
1920s and 30s in China until they were forced 
out by the Japanese invasion.  She spent the 
first 17 years of her life in China and always 
had a deep love for the Chinese people.  Many 
decades later she was able to take her husband 
back to her birthplace to visit and many people 
were still living who remembered her and her 
parents and gratefully welcomed them. 

His book contains many insights and 
experiences in U.S. and World History from 
the 1940s  to the 1990s.  His crusades took him 
all around the world. He refused to bring a 
crusade anywhere where racial segregation was 
practiced.   

He was an eye witness to amazing 
historical events and he shares them in his 
book. He met with, prayed and worked with 
presidents Truman through Clinton.  Each 
president had his own chapter in his book.  He 
had the closest friendship with President 
Nixon. 

He entered continents at very hard or 
scary times.  He took crusades to the UK and 
Europe after World War II and witnessed the 
devastation and hopelessness of the countries 
and their peoples.  He was able to preach 
behind the Iron Curtain.  He went to Africa just 
as foreign colonialism was ending.  He noted 
that with the changes in leadership there, 
African countries could go Muslim, atheistic, 
animist or Christian.   

- Teri Smits 

Billy Graham was 79 when his book was 
published.  His last chapters, entitled Reflections, are 
especially touching as he analyzes his life’s work and 
the things he would have done differently.  It’s 
apparent he believed his life would soon be over and 
he would be with Jesus.  Little did he know he would 
live twenty more years. 

This book is a perfect read for this time of being 
homebound; it’s 735 pages long.  Come visit our 
wonderful library and the treasures it holds such as 
this autobiography. 

JUST AS I AM by Billy Graham  

Per Capita 2020 
Per capita is how we share the expenses of the PC
(USA) system of local, regional, and overall 
government without reducing mission dollars. Each 
PC(USA) congregation is a part of a Presbytery, 
Synod, and the General Assembly and pays per capita 
based on the number of members reported two years 
previous.  This year’s enrollment numbers are based 
on the number of members (90) we had in 2018.  
 
Presbytery of Riverside:  $ 24.20 
Office of General Assembly:  $ 8.95 
Synod of So. CA & Hawaii:  $ 2.85 
       Total  $ 36.00 
 

We encourage each member to contribute their 
portion of per capita as they are able. If you can 
contribute a few more dollars when you offer your per 
capita, you can help the congregation offset the cost 
for those individuals or families who are not able to 
pay the entire amount. Mark your donation as “Per 
Capita”.  Being connected is part of being 
Presbyterian. Thank you for all you do to keep us 
connected to each other.  

In February Mickie Choi presented our church a 
mortgage interest rebate check for $3,236.10 from the 
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program, Inc., 
which is also known as PILP.  Mickie is the 
Development Specialist for PILP.  We received the 
check because Northkirk has the required amount of 
personal CD investors in the PILP program to earn the 
full 1% rebate of the mortgage interest we paid in 
2019.  Anyone interested in investing in the PILP CD 
program can do so.  The investment money is used to 
build new churches and to help finance existing 
churches.   

PILP Check Received 



 

 

Ask 
Ed 

Karen’s 

Garden Spring 
Gardening 

Hooray for Spring!  It’s time to plant! 

Children’s Garden 

You may be feeling antsy to get outside.  Lucky for you, 
the COVID-19 virus is not in your garden!  We recently 
had much-needed rain to moisturize the soil, so now is 
the time to get started.  Here are some suggestions to 
get you going. 

1. Clean the Garden 
After the rain stops for a few days, begin by removing 
any debris left from the winter months in your garden 
space.  Re-establish the borders, if you are not planting 
in raised garden plots, by removing all weeds.  You can 
turn your decomposed winter mulches into the soil or 
you can rake off all extra mulches to be placed in your 
compost pile for later use. This might be a good time to 
remove any perennials that you don’t want to keep for 
this next season. 

2. Soil preparation 
I usually find a good time-release fertilizer to sprinkle 
on my plots at this time and add composed material. 
Then proceed to turn my soil over as I mix in that 
fertilizer and composted material.  (Some people may 
add well-rotted manure at this time.)  I let large clumps 

sit for a few days while still watering and then 
smooth out the surfaces of each plot, paying 
close attention to what the soil looks like and if 
there are any insect pupa’s that need to be 
removed. 
3. Plant Spring Annuals 
Time to plant spring flower seedlings and young 
plants.  If you’ve not sown seeds yet, start them 
now: Petunias, zinnias, marigolds, and any 
other seasonal flowers you fancy in your 
flowerbeds. It’s also a time to plant your 
container garden. 

4. Time to Grow Vegetables 
There are many warm-season vegetables that 
you might also consider planting this April for 
the summer harvest such as cucumbers, 
tomatoes, okra, beans, eggplants, cantaloupe, 
peppers, melons, just to name a few.  You could 
also plant some cooler vegetables:  radish, 
carrots, peas, and lettuce; and begin planting 
your favorite annual herbs. 

The kids of Northkirk are learning to garden in one of 
the garden plots behind the church.  During Sunday 
school in January, they planted celery, onions, 
carrots, snow peas and sunflowers.   

For the most part, Paula Emick has been taking 
care of the plot,  but hopefully, we will be back in 
worship services by the time the crop is ready to 
harvest.  The kids will then get to taste what they have 
grown. 

The Sunday school teachers will be tying the 
harvest into Bible stories related to harvesting.  In 
Biblical times the harvest was a most important event. 
The gathering of things planted, a natural time of 
reaping in joy what has been sown and produced 
during the year.    

Hopefully, the children will learn the joy of 
gardening and help Mom and Dad in their garden this 
year.  If you are interested in tending a garden plot, 
please call Ed Rugh at (909)921-2820. 
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12 Powerful Verses to Build Your Faith and Fight Fear 

 

The Bible provides hope for every situation we face in 
life. As we currently experience quarantines, 
closures, and even panic during the coronavirus 
pandemic, God offers peace. His Word can replace 
anxiety and fear with hope and healing. 

Here are 12 verses from the Bible that will 
inspire and give us hope during these uncertain 
times: 

John 14:27 
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid." 
 
Isaiah 41:10 
"Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help 
you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand." 
 
Philippians 4:6-7  
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." 
 
Deuteronomy 31:8 
"The Lord himself goes before you and will be with 
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged." 
 
Psalm 27:1 
The LORD is my light and my salvation - so why 
should I be afraid? The LORD is my fortress, 
protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble? 

Exodus 14:13 
"And Moses said to the 
people, 'Fear not, stand 
firm, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, 
which he will work for 
you today'."  
 
Joshua 1:9 
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go." 
 
Isaiah 41:13 
"For I am the LORD your God who takes hold of 
your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will 
help you." 
 
Psalm 23:4  
"Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff, they comfort me." 
 
1 Peter 5:7 
"Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for 
you." 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 
"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of 
power and of love and of a sound mind." 
 
Psalm 34:4 
"I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he 
delivered me from all my fears." 

Food Banks in Need of Food 

Inland Valley Hope Partners TOUCH Ministries 
Sova Program Center 219 W. Belmont Street 
 904 E. California Street Ontario, CA   
 Ontario, CA  91761 909-682-5474 
 Hours:   Monday - Thursday Food Program:  $5 for up to $50 in groceries 
          9:00 am - 3:00 pm M, W, F   9:30 am - 10:50 am 
   Bring your own bags  

With many people out of work, now more than ever, the food banks are stretched to the 
limit.  Your food and check donations are much appreciated as they try to aide our local 
community.  Below are two ministries Northkirk supports. 

http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nasb/43/14/27
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nasb/23/41/10
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nasb/50/4/6-7
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nasb/5/31/8
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nlt/19/27/1
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nlt/2/14/13
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nlt/6/1/9
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nlt/23/41/13
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nasb/19/23
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nlt/60/5/7
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/kjv/55/1/7
http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nlt/19/34/4
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For more information 
about MOPS, go to: 
https:// 
mop-
sofnortkirk.wixsite.com/
mops-of-northkirk  

Children’s  
Corner 

Sunday School 
Teachers Needed!  

 

We really, really need two Sunday school teachers!   
The curriculum will be provided for you and does 
not take a lot of planning.  You would only be asked 
to teach one Sunday a month.  You do not need to 
have any experience; it is a low-stress and 
rewarding job. 

If you would be willing to teach, please talk to 
Paula Emick or contact the church office.   

 

  
Unfortunately there will  
not be Sunday School  
for the month of April. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

The children had a great time at the Touch-A-Truck event on 
March 7th.  There were many vehicles for them to climb on and a 
bounce house to play in.  Firemen handed out hats, and the 19th 
Street Band rocked out while the moms sold baked goods.  When 
the day was finished, the organization raised over $1300 for 
MOPS.   

Thank you to everyone who bought tickets, donated items or 
helped supervise the crowd.   

Touch-A-Truck was a Success! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Josephine & 

Paul Syiem 

2 

 

Sharon Thomas 

3 

 

Bob & Gail 

Valenti 

4 
 

Buildings & 
Grounds  

Committee 

5 

 

Boy Scouts 

Of America 

6 

 

Janice & 

Sarah Vance 

7 

 

Dave & Diane 

Vaughn 

 

8 

 

Francesca 

Walker 

9 

 

Gary & Kim 

Wallace 

10 

 

Harold Willome 

11 
 

Stewardship/ 
Finance  

Committee 

12 

 

Girl Scouts 

Of America 

13 
 

Beverly & Frank 
Wiltse 

 
 

14 

 

Pilar Yarur 

 

15 

 

Connor &  

Megan  

McQuerrey 

16 

 

Tom &  

Bernadette 

Allbaugh 

17 

 

Cynthia & Obed 

Alvarez 

18 
 

Missions/ 
Evangelism 
Committee 

19 
 

Our Nation’s 

Leaders 

20 

 
David 

Van Curen 

21 
 

Richard 
Brown 

22 
 

Karen Khim 

23 

 

Diane & Tim 

Atherton 

24 

 

Aye Aye 

25 
 

Music, Arts 
& Worship 
Committee 

26 

 

Our City 

Leaders 

27 

 

Dave & Carrie 

Baird 

28 

 

Debby & Norm 

Balders 

29 

 

James Beagle 

30 

 

Dan & Evelyn 

Beauvais 

1 

 

Joyce  & Tom 

Brand 

2 
 

Christian 
Education 
Committee 

       

April Prayer Calendar 

During the month of April 
Northkirk is collecting  
Peanut Butter for the 
Sova food bank.   Sova is the 
Ontario branch of Inland 
Valley Hope supportive 
services. 

Sova Program Center 
 904 E. California Street 
 Ontario, CA  91761 
 Hours:   Monday - Thursday 
          9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
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It’s Gleaning Season! 
It is the height of citrus season here in Southern 

California once again with grapefruits, kumquats, lemons, 
blood oranges, navel oranges, and tangelos/tangerines all 
ripening.  This means it is the perfect time for Gleaning 
Hope, our backyard harvesting program, to salvage these 
fruits for distribution to the hungry families we serve.  If 
you are interested in donating the citrus from your trees to 
our food pantries, call our Development and Volunteer 
Relations Association, Cirenia Cuevas, at 909-622-3806, 
Ext. 108; or email at CC@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org, 
and we’ll send a volunteer team with equipment to pick 
the fruits at a time of your 
choosing. 

We wouldn’t be able to do 
these gleans without the help of 
volunteers!  If you are interested 
in participating in a glean, also 
contact our Development and 
Volunteer Relations Associate at 
the contact listed above. 

Deacon of the Month:  Teri Smits 
(909)987-2862 
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   1 
 
 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 

Bible St. conf. call 
8:30 am 

 
Online Worship  
Service 9:30 am 

 
Palm Sunday 

6 7 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 
 

8 

 
 

9 
Online service 

Maundy Thursday 
Service 7:30 pm 

10 
Online Good  

Friday Service  
7:30 pm 

 
 

11 
 
 

 13 
 

14 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 

Online Deacon’s 
Meeting 

7 pm 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

Bible St. conf. call 
8:30 am 

 
Online Worship 
Service  9:30 am 

 

20 21 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 
 

Online Session 
Meeting  

7 pm 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 

Bible St. conf. call 
8:30 am 

 
Online Worship  
Service 9:30 am 

 

27 
 

28 
 

Prayer Part. 9 am 

29 
 
 

30 
 

1 
 
 

2 
 

    
All events are held at the church unless 
otherwise noted below or on calendar 
 
Prayer Partners  Alta Laguna, #49, Rancho Cucamonga 
Call Nancy Rash for entry code 909-908-6405. 
 
Bible Study at 6:30 am  Coco’s on Haven and Baseline, 
contact Lee Rash 909-225-4977 
 
Friday Morning Bible Study  Ruth Lee’s home -  
10210 Baseline #49, Rancho Cucamonga 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 
Norm Balders 4/02 
Margaret Merhoff 4/07 
Tom Stahl 4/08 
Grace Gonzales 4/11 
John Gonzales 4/12 
Bernadette Allbaugh 4/18 
Trudy Milne 4/18 
  
 

Happy Anniversary!  
  
Allison & Alan Burgess 4/01 
Nancy & Eric Michalski 4/04 
Jo and Alan Simmons 4/06 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

12 
 

Bible St. conf. 
call 8:30 am 

 
Easter 

Online Worship 



Treasurer’s Report  

10 

Operational Budget Feb. Feb. Year to Date Year to Date 

  Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Giving/Receipts $16,756.70     $16,931.60    $33,513.46    $36,304.63    

Expenses  $25,816.97      $22,051.81    $51,634.26    $52,315.87   

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -$-9,060.27   -$-5,120.21   -$-18,120.80   -$-16,011.24   

Treasurer’s Report as of Feb. 28, 2020 
Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

Ask  
Emily 

Electronic Giving Accounts 
events@northkirk.org 
mops@northkirk.org 
giving@northkirk.org  
theatre@northkirk.org 
loveoffering@northkirk.org 

These may be used with Zelle.  Currently 
mops@northkirk.org can be used with Venmo, 

 

The net operating deficit is subsidized by investment 
funds.   The session has budgeted $108,728.46 to be 
withdrawn from our investments this year.  We 
withdrew $10,895.00 in January which is 10% of the 
budgeted amount. We did not withdraw any funds in 
February.  Sixteen percent of the budget year has 
passed.  It is not unusual for more spending to occur 
in January because we have a new budget and 
expenditures are less at year-end.   

In mid-February our investments were nearly 
$908,000.  This week we are at $705,000.  The 
Corona Virus has hit the American financial world.  
We have some reserves on hand and we do not wish 
to withdraw any funds because we will lose too many 
shares which will be costly.  The Northkirk financial 
team hopes that everyone will continue to keep up 
their pledge while we have our online church services, 
so we can continue to pay our employees and our 
bills.  

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, 
bank balances or investments, please contact the 
church office at 909-989-4919 and your questions 
will be forwarded to our church treasurer . 

Questions 

Blankets Needed for Shelter Houses 
Donate excess blankets to a shelter!   

Inland Valley Hope Partners accepting 

new or used blankets 

I'm tired of cleaning, and since we're all staying at 
home, and you need to fix dinner, here's a simple 
recipe that is delicious: 
 
Curried Honey Chicken Thighs 
3 Tbls Honey 
2 Tsps Curry Powder 
1 Tsp Finely Grated Orange or Lemon Zest 
1 Tsp Ground Ginger 
1 Medium Orange or Lemon 
6 Chicken Thighs 
 
Combine Honey, Curry Powder, Orange or Lemon 
Zest, and Ginger into a small bowl and stir 
Slice the Orange or Lemon into six slices and place 
into a shallow baking dish 
Place the Chicken Thighs on top of the Orange or 
Lemon Slices 
Spread Honey mixture on chicken 
Bake 20 minutes at 375 degrees, Serves 3 



 

 

March Session Highlights 
Pastor Martin led a brief study time based in 
Mark 4:21-23.  He posed the following discussion 
questions:  “How can we encourage one another 
to listen in meetings?  How might we encourage 
listening to one another in the congregation?  
Listening has the potential to turn someone’s life 
around.” 
 

Session met with new members individually 
by conference phone call and welcomed each into 
Northkirk membership:  Richard Brown, Cynthia 
Freymueller and Ruben Miranda.  They will be 
presented to the congregation after corporate 
worship resumes in the sanctuary.  Cynthia is a 
former members of Northkirk.  Catherine Crook 
will meet with Session in April. 

Session then met with Cynthia Alvarez and 
Teri Smits regarding childcare for MOPS.  Nancy 
Rash is resigning after six years as volunteer.  
Following thorough discussion, the Session 
approved a motion to continue our support of 
our MOPS mission.  The cost of a 10-month 
position of MOPS Child Care Director beginning 
in August 2020 will be taken from money 
currently allocated to missions. 

• The covid-19 crisis prompted the following 
approved motions: 

• That all ministries refrain from gatherings 
where a social distance of six feet per person 
for non-family members cannot be 
maintained until that community guidance is 
lifted. 

• Insure that priority will be given to cleaning 
and disinfecting any area in the church that 
was used each day.   

• To immediately communicate to our 
Northkirk community the importance of 
adhering to the recommended guidelines for 
their safety and that of our neighbors. 

• Following further discussion the following 
motion was approved:  

• To move to on-line worship services until 
further notice beginning the upcoming 
Sunday, March 22. 

• Several Teams postponed actions until we are 
able to return to our regular worship 
gatherings and programs. 
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The Treasurer reported to the Stewardship-
Finance Committee that our investment account is 
down almost $200,000.  Ten thousand dollars has 
been withdrawn this month to cover expenses, but 
the remaining loss is due to market conditions.  
We’ve been asked to limit spending until this market 
crisis reverses.  Also we will ask the congregation to 
pay ahead in their pledges if they are able.  This will 
give us funds to pay regular expenses without having 
to withdraw more from our investments. 

• Our Per Capita campaign begins this month.  This 
year’s rate is $36 per member. 

• Diligence by Diane and Emily found discrepancies in 
printer lease billings during the entire duration of the 
lease to date.  Following months if negation, we will 
receive a refund of $2,395 for the overcharges. 

• The Nominating Committee continues working to fill 
open positions on Session for 2020-2021 and on the 
2020-2021 Nominating Committee.  Anyone interested 
should contact Lee Rash, Committee Chair. 

 
Average Sunday worship attendance for February 2020: 

• 54 Adults 
• 0 Youth 
• 3 Children 
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