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September 

Worship Schedule 

 

September 4 
Acts 28:17-27 

Healing is a term we commonly use 

for medical conditions. But there are 

areas of life where our suffering is 

not even recognized. How can the 

gospel heal us and others? 

 

September 11 
Genesis 12:1-7 

It’s easy to think that goodness  

will always be inviting. But 

sometimes the path to goodness is 

worrisome or even frightening. 

When the Lord calls us, His 

reputation can bring us through that 

from which we might turn. 

 

September 18 
Genesis 15:1-7 

Each of us can find ourselves at 

times sad or frustrated with life. Yet 

the Lord has plans for us beyond 

such a common state… plans 

beyond even what we allow 

ourselves to hope. 

 

September 25 

Genesis 21:1-8 

We might find ourselves prone to 

doubt future goodness. Yet, we all 

have experienced surprising gifts 

from God. Where can we be on the 

lookout for future celebration? 

 

 

From Pastor Martin: 
 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness!”               Lamentations 
3:22-23                        
 Welcome September! Well, maybe not all of us are ready to welcome 
September. It’s been a full year so far and we might feel that we have yet 
to deal with all that the spring and summer brought upon us. Yet, if 
you’ve ever tried to stop time... well, let’s just welcome September. But, 
what peace settles our worried hearts when we are reminded of the 
steadfast love of the Lord! 
 

 When we take time to think about the evidence of God’s love in our 
life, we find that His actions are so very plentiful. Even in the midst of 
the hardships or challenges we face, the Lord has invited us to walk, led 
by the Holy Spirit for strength and wisdom. He has blessed us with each 
other for mutual support. We find He blesses our days with food that 
nourishes and clean water that refreshes us. In our sleep He restores our 
bodies and replenishes us for each next day. 
 

 Why does the Lord do these and so many more things? The verse 
above from Lamentations explains: God’s loving actions never cease 
because His compassion for us never ceases. It never has and it never 
will. As a parent will always care for their child, so too the Lord will 
always care for us. Yes, we have things to grow in before the Lord, but 
that will never dilute His compassionate care for us. What a blessing to 
have a loving God! 
 

 The Lord regularly surprises us with His loving care... and He will in 
September. “They are new every morning...” we are reminded. New means we 
can’t anticipate what God will provide us tomorrow. Isn’t this something 
to look forward to? And, when His new actions of love meet us 
unexpectedly, we can share this with each other in encouragement. 
 

 Our God’s faithfulness, steadfastness of character will never change. 
We can trust that He will continue to act in love for us tomorrow, even 
with everything on our plate, the challenges, the hills, and the dangers 
before us. So, together, let’s welcome September looking for the new 
ways the Lord will show His love and expressing thanks for these. 
 

Pastor Martin 
 

 

The Grapevine 
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September Birthdays  
 

Jaclyn Smits                                9/1 

Jenny Braun                                9/2 

Marion Mildon                             9/4 

Patricia Huntsman                      9/5 

Glen Gonzales                            9/6 

James Gonzales                         9/8 

Jolynn Stahl                              9/13 

Emily Scholz                             9/20 

Paula Emick                              9/23 

Carol Entler                               9/24 

Lorraine Smith                          9/24 

David Campbell                        9/26 

Eric Michalski                           9/28 

 

Bill and Emily Scholz                     

9/20 

Paul & Margaret McGough           

9/22 

Dave & Carrie Baird                      

9/30 

Special Dates  

for our 

 Church Family 

Fellowship 

Potluck/Game Night  

On Sept. 7th, we will have our monthly potluck/game night at 6 pm. Come 

enjoy some good food and fun games with your Northkirk family and friends. To sign up for 

the potluck, go into:  http://www.PerfectPotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437 

Fellowship Focus  
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18 NIV) 
Northkirk has always been a praying congregation. We pray for our church friends and 
their families when we hear of a need. We pray for our neighbors. We pray for commu-
nities in crisis, such as the floods in Louisiana and the fires nearby and further away; we 
pray for emergency responders. We pray for communities abroad which have suffered 
natural disasters. We pray for our country facing major issues and the upcoming elec-
tions.  We pray for our world which often seems to be imploding or exploding. We 
share our prayer concerns with one another on the Sunday morning prayer page, on 
Facebook, in small groups, in Sunday School classes, and individually.   
I would like to suggest that we individually and collectively make a commitment to our-
selves and to our Lord for the ensuing nine months (September through May) to pray 
specifically and daily for the following three concerns: 

 Pray for Pastor Martin and his family. Nancy Rash has been consistent recently on 
Facebook and in her recent children’s message that we pray for our pastor. Pray for 
good health; pray for listening ears and wisdom.  Pray that he uses his time well so 
that he is not overwhelmed by many things. Pray for his sermon preparation, his 
pastoral visits, his administrative responsibilities, his small groups, his Presbytery 
responsibilities….The list of potential prayers for Pastor Martin is long, but I be-
lieve that Nancy is right—praying for our pastor is vital to the health of Northkirk. 

 Pray for the Session. There are many important decisions facing the Session this 
year. Some include wisdom on how to implement some, many, or all of the sugges-
tions brought out in the mediation process and to keep the congregation up to date 
and informed with this process. Some include how to move forward our sanctuary 
construction project to its completion as efficiently and frugally as possible.  Some 
include programming and personnel decisions. Some include fiscally sound and 
appropriate use of our funds, including developing our 2017 budget and developing 
and implementing an investment policy statement and managing our investments. 

 Pray for our congregation. Continue to pray for one another individually, but also 
pray that we may develop unity in Christ. Not that we always agree with one an-
other, but that we always listen to one another with open hearts. Pray that North-
kirk may become stronger in faith and in shedding light in our community. Pray for 
our children’s ministries, youth ministries, small group ministries, music ministries, 
MOPS ministry. I’m sure you can expand on this list. 

James 5:16b says, “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” (NIV)  
We may not all consider ourselves “righteous,” but whether man or woman, child, teen 
or adult, I firmly believe that our sincere prayers are heard by God and that He acts. So 
I challenge us all to pray daily for Northkirk this year. 
 

Blessings to all, 
Carol Entler 
Membership/Fellowship Team 

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437
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We have some really awesome volunteers at Northkirk, but they your need help! 
 

How to Get Involved at Northkirk: 
 

Join a Team 
If you’d like to get more involved at Northkirk, attend the Team Meetings which are held on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm. The teams and contacts are as follows: 
 
Team Name:                                                            Contact                                                                         Email 
 

Christian Education                                               Tom Allbaugh                                                             tallbaugh@apu.edu 

Facilities and Grounds                                           Ronn Campbell                                                      appilot175ss@gmail.com 

Membership/Fellowship                                         Carol Entler                                                                 wcentler@aol.com 

Missions                                                                 Pam Sickman                                                          reddog700@verizon.net 

Music, Worship and Arts                                        Dean Collins                                                         northkirksound@gmail.com 

Stewardship/Finance                                              Mark Rock                                                             mrock@calportland.com 

 

Other Ways of Getting Involved  

Ushering                                                                  Norm Balders                                                       nbalders48@gmail.com 

Worship Assistant                                                   Dean Collins                                                     northkirksound@gmail.com 

Choir or Praise Team                                              Aline Sardão                                                       asardao@northkirk.org 

Bell Choir                                                                Thelma Campbell                                                 rtmcdc88@gmail.com 

Teaching/assisting with Sunday School                  Nancy Rash                                                   mom4gram13plus@gmail.com 

Helping with Youth Group                                       Jason Alvarez                                             healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

MOPS                                                                     Cynthia Alvarez                                                  cynalvarez85@gmail.com 

 

Prefer to stay behind the scenes? 

Volunteer in the office                                             Gail Valenti                                                      northkirkoffice@northkirk.org 

Karen’s Garden                                                       Ed Rugh                                                               erugh3@gmail.com 

 

You can make a difference! 
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  Treasurer’s Report as of July 31, 2016                  
   by Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer                   

 Our July giving receipts were thankfully higher than our budgeted giving receipts.  Our July expenses were thankfully less than 
our budgeted expenses.  

 Our ceiling renovation is continuing. The next step is to take care of the termite problem and repair the damage the little bugs 
have caused. Yes, we know termites are one of God’s creatures and we all think they would be much  

 happier working on a fallen tree in the forest than attacking our beautiful church.     

 Several members have made donations to the ceiling renovation in memory of Don Verburg, Audrey Crabtree, Mae Smith and 
Ed Hambly, Jr. If you would like to make a donation in memory of your loved ones you can place it in the offering plate or mail 
it to the church office. Our church secretary tracks the donations and will send the family or families an acknowledgement of 
your gift. Every gift is precious.   

 If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances, trust balances or investments, please contact the church office 
at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

 

                Finance 

 
Operational Budget  

Giving/Receipts  

Expenses 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit  

July Budget  

12,076.75  

23,830.53  

-11,753.78  

July Actual  

16,592.39  

18,884.22  

-2,291.83  

Year to Date 

Budget  

Year to Date  

Actual  

84,904.25  

170,976.90  

-86,072.65  

106,664.95  

147,370.64  

-40,705.69  

MOPS Resumes Sept. 7th at 9:00 am 
 

We have had a wonderful summer of play dates for the MOPS moms and children; with trips to the 
zoo and the beach, a moms Pinterest party, and even Mom’s Night Out at a local restaurant. New 
moms have joined us as we’ve met them at the parks and made new friends. 
We are preparing for our first MOPS meeting, which will be on September 7th at 9:00 am with about 27 

moms and 42 children registered already! Whew! We are excited that our mission to young families is growing and that so many 
young mothers are hearing the good news of Jesus' love and care for their families. This year’s theme is  “Starry Eyed”.  
Volunteers Needed - 
We are in need of more volunteers to help with childcare in our Moppets program. If you love to hold babies  
or play interact with pre-school aged children, please contact Nancy Rash at 909-908-6405. Moppets provides activities and craft 
projects for the children so that their mothers can enjoy being a part of MOPS without worrying about their little ones. 

Aline’s Big News! 
 

Congratulations are in order with the wonderful news of Aline Sardao’s appointment as a Music Director/Conductor for the  

Orange County Symphony! The Lord has blessed us with Aline’s talents and heart and she will now begin sharing these with many 

others throughout Southern California in her new role. The news of the appointment offer greeted Aline just after she  

returned from conducting an international concert performance in Norway in early August. Meanwhile, thankfully, Aline will  

continue to lead our choir and praise band here at Northkirk. Aline will be conducting the OC orchestra for upcoming  

performances in November, March, and May during this season. We are so thankful to the Lord for the gift of Aline! 



The Grapevine  
Page 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

          
   

. 
  

 1   

6:30 pm  
Bell Choir 

2 
 

7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

 

3 
 

9:00 am—noon 

Work Party 
 

9:00 am 
NK Writers 

4 
 

9:30 am Worship/Comm. 
Name Tag Sunday 

 
11:00 am 3D 

 
 

5 
 

Labor Day 
 

Office  
Closed 

6 
   

7:00 pm 
Team 

Meetings 

7 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 
9:00 am MOPS 

6:00 pm Pot Luck/Game Night 
7:00 pm Vocal Choir 
8:30 pm Praise Band 

 

8 
 

Northkirk 
Buildings 
Closed for 
Fumigating   

9 
 

Northkirk  
Buildings Closed 
for Fumigating   

 
 
 

10 
 

Northkirk Buildings 
Closed for Fumigating   

 
 

11 
 

9:30 am Worship  
Homecoming  

Sunday 
 

11:00 am 3D 

12 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group  
Bible Study 

13 
 

7:00 pm 
Deacons’  
Meeting  

14 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 
8:30 pm Praise Band  

15 
 

6:30 pm  
Bell Choir 

 
  

16 
 

7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

17 
 

9:00 am 
NK Writers 

 
 
 

 
18 

 
9:30 am 
Worship 

 
11:00 am 3D 

  

 
19 

 
7:00 pm 

Campbell  
Small Group  
Bible Study 

  

 
20 

 
7:00 pm 
Session  
Meeting 

  
 

 
21 

 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 
7:00 pm Vocal Choir 
8:00 pm Praise Band 

 
22 

 
6:30 pm  

Bell Choir 
 
 

 
23 

 

7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

 
Oct. Grapevine 

articles are due at 
5:00 pm 

 
24 

 
 
 

 
25 

 
9:30 am 
Worship 

 
11:00 am 3D            

 

 
26 

 
7:00 pm 

Campbell  
Small Group  
Bible Study 

 

 
27 

 
28 

 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
8:30 pm Praise Band 

 

September 

 

29 

6:30 pm  
Bell Choir 

 

 

30 

7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

 

Food of  the Month: 

 

Please note: 

All of the Northkirk buildings will be closed for fumigation Sept. 8th.9th.& 10th.  

Therefore the office will be closed those days. If you need to reach Pastor  

Martin please call or text him on his cell phone at 909-285-2130. 

 

 Autumn Blessings! 



 

September Prayer Calendar 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 

 

 

  1 

Yewmeng &  

Sandra Lee 

2 

Patricia LeMond 

3 

Les & Chris 

Maitlen 

4 

Wednesday 

Evening Bible 

Studies 

5 

Matt Matthews 

6 

Debra 

McCartin 

7 

Paul & Margaret 

McGough 

8 

Pilar Yarur, 

Conner & 

Megan 

9 

Margaret  

Merhoff 

10 

Eric & Nancy  

Michalski 

11 
 

Pastor Martin 

12 
 

Steven & Marion  

Mildon 

13 
 

Glen & Christine  

Mills 

14 
 

Trudy Milne 

15 
 

Cathy Moody 

16 
 

Ellie Pate 

17 
 

Donald & Sharon 

Peart 

18 
 

Gail Valenti 

19 
 

Barbara Pierce 

20 
 

Lynn Piercy 

21 
 

Eugene & Lily 

Pyu 

22 
 

Lee & Nancy 

Rash 

23 
 

Steven Rash 

24 
 

Mark & Pam 

Rock 

25 

Aline Sardão 

26 
 

Ed Rugh 

27 
 

Paul & Winnie 

Sage 

28 
 

Mary Sanders 

29 
 

Claire Schlegel 

30 
 

Bill & Emily 

Scholz 

 

 

In an article written in the Update Presbytery of Riverside: 

John Aloisi writes that some scholars have mistakenly concluded that “Calvinism has a lamentable prayer weakness”. On the con-

trary, he adds that prayer features very prominently in John Calvin’s corpus. For example when Calvin produced the first edition of 

the Institutes of Christian Religion in 1536, he intended it to be a short introduction to the Christian faith. That modest volume con-

tained just six chapters, and of those chapters, one was devoted to the topic of prayer. As the Institutes grew over the years, so did 

the chapter on prayer so that in the standard English transition of the 1559 edition, Calvin’s discussion of prayer comprises just over 

seventy pages, making it one of the longest chapters in the entire work……Calvin was keenly interested in helping fellow believers 

learn to pray more effectively, and this desire comes through quite clearly in what he said about prayer. As it turns out, much of 

what Calvin said about prayer is still relevant and profitable for believers today. Calvin offered six somewhat overlapping reasons 

why believers should engage in the practice of prayer. He wrote that “Believers do not pray with the view of informing God about 

things unknown to him, or of exciting him to do his duty, or of urging him as though he were reluctant. On the contrary, they pray, in 

order that they may arouse themselves to seek him, that they may exercise their faith in meditating on his promises, that they may 

relieve themselves from their anxieties by pouring them into his bosom; in a word that they may declare that from Him alone they 

hope and expect, both for themselves and for others, all good things” (The Chief Exercise of Faith John Calvin and the Practice of 

Prayer, John Aloisi).  

Let us continue to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5.17).  

Rev. Dr. James Munyi Moderator  

The Practice of  Prayer  
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1. Pastor Martin opened with prayer and briefly discussed Psalm 40:1-3. 

2. The Session met with Danny Payne, our investment adviser from Stout Payne Waner Wealth Management.  After 
lengthy conversation, including questions and answers, the Session requested that our current investment committee con-
tinue to make recommendations to the Session regarding our investments, manage its own committee membership, and 
develop a Northkirk Investment Policy Statement similar to the sample Mr. Payne provided. 

3. Session received and briefly discussed a plan presented by Rev. Ann Edwards for next steps in our mediation process.  
This involves taking the Interests identified in the mediation process and comparing them to the proposals developed by 
the small groups at our last mediation event, then identifying the appropriate groups or individuals should provide imple-
mentation feedback.  The Session needs to figure out how to proceed. 

4. Termite abatement will be Monday-Wednesday, August 29-31, during which the main sanctuary building will not be 
accessible. 

5. Additionally Session approved: 

 Participation in Belong Tours conference September 9-10 with Cynthia Alvarez coordinating. 

 Position description for Sunday School Supervisor/Coordinator. 

 Updated “Statement of Building Use Policies” 

Hosting a local live feed of Chris Tomlin’s “Worship Night in America” on October 25. 

Average worship attendance for July 2016 included 55 Adults, 4 Youth, and 10 Children. 

 

Morning 

Campbell’s Small Group  
Resumes  Monday, Sept. 12th at 7:00 pm 

 

The Campbell Small Group will meet every  

Monday evening at the Campbell’s home, for an 

in-depth look at the Apostle’s Creed and what we 

as Christians believe. The book, Affirming the 

Apostles’ Creed, by J. I. Packer, will be used for 

the study and is available in paperback and on 

Kindle. All are welcome.  

Pastor’s Bible Study 
Resumes Wednesday, Sept. 14th at 7:00 pm 

 

We will meet every 2nd & 4th Wednesday evening 

in Pastor Martin’s office to study God’s Word.  

The lesson this Fall will be 

 “A Heart for God: The Life of David” 

All are invited to attend. 
 

For more information contact Pastor Martin at 

msmith@northkirk.org 

Evening 

 

Session Highlights 

 

Bible Studies Back in Session 

Women’s Bible Studies 
Resumes Wednesday, Sept. 14th at 9:30 am 

 

Join us this Fall for an engaging Bible study on the 
Character of God that is so beautifully found in the 

Old Testament. We will meet each 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday from 9:30  to 11:00 am for coffee and 

to open God’s word together. Please join us!   
 

Watch your bulletin for more information,  
or contact: Cynthia Alvarez at 909-660-9763. 

 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
Resumes Wednesday, Sept. 7th at 6:30 am 

 

We meet every Wednesday morning at  
Coco’s Restaurant in Ontario for breakfast, 

 fellowship and to study God’s Word.  We’ll continue 
our study of the Gospel of John. All men are invited. 

 

For more information,  contact Lee Rash at: 
leland941@verizon.net 

 

mailto:leland941@verizon.net


9101 19th Street 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701 

909-989-4919 

northkirkoffice@northkirk.org 

www.Northkirk.org 

 

 

VISITORS are WELCOME 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School for  Preschool through 5th Grade (during the summer)  

and nursery care is available during the Sunday worship service. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STAFF: 

The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org 

Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org 

Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    

Jason Alvarez, Youth Leader, healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com 

Pilar Yarur, Custodian  

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

(909) 989-4919   

www.northkirk.org 

Church office email; northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    

If you would like to receive the Grapevine via email, please contact the church office. 


