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October 

Worship Schedule 
October 2 

Exodus 3:1-9 
The Lord is our Good shepherd, 

always watching over us, 
 always aware when we are suffering.  

How can His power to rescue give  
us strength in such times? 

 
October 9 

Exodus 4:10-17 
Being picked to be part  

of a team is exciting but also comes 
with responsibility that we may feel 

inadequate to meet. 
 Likewise the Lord sends us  

as His servants to bring  
goodness to others. 

 
October 16 

Exodus 12:1-13 
Life can feel precarious when 

challenges or enemies surround us. 
Yet the Lord  is always active to 
protect us even as He works in  

much larger ways. 
 

October 23 
Leviticus 16:2-10 

At times we feel distant from God 
 because we have sinned. 

 “Why would God want me?” 
 we may ask ourselves. 

 Yet the Lord’s forgiveness 
 breaks through our presumptions. 

 
October 30  

Youth Sunday 
Come be lifted in worship 
 and prayer and testimony 
 of our children and youth! 

 

From Pastor Martin: 
“... but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to 
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence...” 1Peter 3:15 
 Every day our life can be a witness to God’s care for others. Yet the reality is we all 
feel the pressure of our settings at work and communities to not impose our faith and 
values upon others. While we may find even talking about God awkward with others, 
we all have needs that commonly cause us to look for more of life than just the visible. 
“Actions speak louder than words,” to this we all agree. So, when others first see our 
actions, before we say any words at all, they will see the results of our hope in the Lord. 
 Hope comes when we “...sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts...”. That is, hope 
comes when we intentionally allow Jesus to guide us. The Lord guides us as we 
meditate on His Word and we ask for guidance and listen for His responses. What an 
incomparable treasure to have our God speak with us, and to daily guide us for His 
goodness in the world! Watch and see what good things happen daily when we listen to 
the Lord. 
 The apostle Peter in his letter to the early believers knew that hope was key to 
sharing the gospel with others. Is your life hope-filled? Is it filled with longing for all the 
good things that Jesus has promised us as He leads us daily? Without hope in our life 
any words we might use to invite another to consider following Jesus will lack practical, 
visible support. But with hope, even if we don’t use words to invite another, they will be 
more likely to ask or find out why we are positive and expectant. 
 And when questions from others come, and they will, Peter encourages us to 
always be ready to defend our hope. Peter used the word ‘defend.’ He presumed that 
others would try to disparage our hope in Jesus. Many hope in things other than God’s 
care and leadership in their life. Yet there will be a difference in the actions that come 
from our hope compared to the actions of other hopes. Their questions to us are the 
opportunity to allow them to compare their hope to the hope of the gospel. And, it takes 
preparation on our part: to be ready by asking ourselves questions they may have for 
us and seeking the Scriptures for answers that will be helpful for them to understand 
the gospel. 
 And when we answer, Peter directed believers to do so “with gentleness and 
reverence.” Other translations give “with humility and respect.” And so we take care so 
that we don’t come across with condescension or anger or a-chip-on-our-shoulder. We 
offer our defense for their consideration and to leave expectation for their response 
after some time. 
 Every day our life can be a witness to God’s care for others... by actions based in 
our hope. As we walk through these beautiful days of fall may our lives be living 
expressions of our hope. And may we always be preparing the defense of our hope for 
others. 
Lead us Lord Jesus! 

/Pastor Martin 
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October Birthdays  
 

David Baird                            10/7 

Jason Alvarez                        10/8 

Abby Chang                           10/9 

Ronn Campbell                   10/10 

Marie Simpkins                   10/19 

Debby Balders                    10/24 

Robert Harlow                    10/24 

Gail Valenti                          10/28 

Roy Vance                           10/29 

Rick & Jenny Braun        10/17 

Dave & Diane Vaughn     10/19 

Lee & Nancy Rash         10/21 

Les & Chris Maitlen       10/23 

Pete & Teri Smits         10/28 

Special Dates  

for our 

 Church Family 

 

Fellowship 

Potluck/Game Night  

On October 2, we will have our monthly potluck/game night at 6 pm. 

Come enjoy some good food and fun games with your Northkirk family 

and friends. To sign up for the potluck, go into: 

 http://www.PerfectPotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437 

Potluck coordinator’s last name: Valenti 

Password: games 

 

Fellowship Focus – October 2016 
 

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven.”  (Ecclesiastes 3:1 KJV) 
 

It is officially Fall (Autumn) now.  Man-made signs of Fall are around us with the re-
sumption of school for our children; the changes to Halloween, even Thanksgiving (and 

Christmas?), in the stores.   

God gave us signs of the seasons at His creation:  the Fall Equinox begins this sea-
son (September 22), and the Winter Solstice (December 21) will end it just before Christmas. 
In the meantime we experience Fall in the shortened daylight; somewhat cooler nights; the 

Santa Ana winds; the dangerous fire season; and prayerfully the onset of rains. 

The natural rhythm of the seasons was much more obvious to me when I moved 
from the Bay Area to Chico in the northern Sacramento Valley. Chico provided me my first 
experience of fall colors, and I loved them—the variety of golds, yellows, ambers, and 
browns mixed with evergreens truly stunned me; Fall quickly became my favorite season. 
The area around Chico is agricultural, and Walter came from a farming family and worked in 
the nearby orchards before we moved south. Thanks to him, I gradually grew into the rhythm 
of the seasons: Fall for end of harvest and pruning; Winter for more pruning and equipment 

maintenance; Spring for planting and nurturing; Summer for nurturing and harvesting. 

Ecclesiastes reminds us of God’s timing for us. Sometimes it is hard for us to live in 
and accept God’s times…to weep and laugh, to keep and toss, to be silent or speak…. (See 
Ecclesiastes 3:2-8 for the list.)  We need to remember that “He has made everything beauti-
ful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men.” (Eccl. 3:11 NIV)  His timing is 

perfect, though it may not always seem so to us. 

We need to learn to live in and appreciate the rhythms and seasons God has cre-
ated in and around us.  We can only do that by watching His creation, walking with the Holy 
Spirit through our days, looking for signs of His presence, listening for His voice in our hearts 
and minds, and obeying. “Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for 

God is our refuge.” (Psalms 62:8 NIV) 
 

Blessings to All, 

Carol Entler 

Membership/Fellowship Team 

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437
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1. Elder Pam Sickman shared a reading from Jesus Calling that has meant a lot to her. Then Pastor Martin opened with 
prayer and briefly shared from Philippians 4:6-7.  He reminded us that we are called into prayer when we’re stressed and 
that, in the midst of all the work we’re doing, church is a place for relationships of care. 

2. Pastor Martin received a request from member Jolynn Stahl to conduct a survey of the congregation collaboratively 
with a few of her classmates to fulfill a requirement for their statistics class. Recognizing the stated need of the congrega-
tion to receive better communication from the Session, a motion was approved for Jolynn and her classmates to conduct 
a survey to identify how members of the congregation would prefer to receive communications from the church includ-
ing the Grapevine by electronic or postal mail or other communications to feel that they are better informed. 

3. The Session discussed the summary materials provided by The Rev. Ann Edwards. These included lists of consoli-
dated interests expressed by individuals and groups during her “fact-finding” process as well as the small-group proposals 
developed from them at one of our last mediation events.  Session passed a motion to appoint a subcommittee to con-
solidate these reports into proposals for Session committee assignments, if and as possible. Tentative membership on this 
subcommittee include the pastor, two current ruling elders and one deacon. 

4. The Session approved up to $45,000 to complete the sanctuary ceiling and stage remodeling (insulation, dry wall, 
painting and repairs) with a contractor to be selected by Facilities and Grounds Team based upon a least three bids. 

5. Additionally the Session: 

 Approved the R4C church to conduct a yard sale to help support the ceiling project, which could become a joint yard 
sale and could include electronic waste. 

 Approved a love offering at the Chris Tomlin concert on October 25. 

 Approved motions for new holiday dates: Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, November 19, beginning with potluck 
at 5 p.m.; Christmas cantata/program on Sunday, December 11, beginning at 4 p.m; change to only one Christmas Eve 
service at 7:30 p.m. since Christmas is on Sunday. 

 Approved a motion that we offer Northkirk as the meeting location for the March 2017 Presbytery meeting. 

 Approved the membership of the Grace Team to include Glen Gonzales, Margaret Merhoff, Emily Scholz, and Bob 
Valenti.  This team is discussing the trust, specifically the need for both an investment plan and a spending plan, as rec-
ommended by our investment plan adviser at our August meeting. 

 It was also noted that, with almost 75 percent of the year gone, we have withdrawn only 53 percent of the funds au-
thorized for trust withdrawal in the budget to date. We anticipate this will change with completion of the ceiling, but 
praised God for a special, large donation for the ceiling project that will help greatly in this regard. 

  Average worship attendance for August 2016 included 55 Adults, 5 Youth, and 15 Children. 

 

Session Highlights 

We’re Invited! 

This year Northkirk will not be hosting a “Trunk or 

Treat” on Halloween night. However we have 

been invited to attend the Fall Festival that our 

neighbor church, CBC is hosting on  

October 29th from 5 pm—8 pm.  

 This event will be fun for the whole family. There 

will be “Trunk or Treat”, food & carnival games. 

 Don’t forget to wear your costume! 
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                          Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Treasurer’s Report as of August 31, 2016  

Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

Operational Budget 

Giving/Receipts 

Expenses 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit 

August Budget 

12,075.76 

24,155.53 

-12,079.77 

August Actual 

11,604.28 

24,818.85 

-13,214.57 

Year to Date Budget 

Year to Date 

Actual 

96,980.01 118,269.32 

195,132.33 172,180.55 

-98,152.32 -53,911.23 

 

August receipts were slightly less than what was budgeted.  August expenses were slightly higher than what was budgeted.    

Our ceiling renovation is continuing.   To date we have spent $6,827.27 on this project. The next step is to gather bids to re                  
store the insulation, drywall and painting.  Unfortunately, this is the most expensive piece.  We received a very nice gift from some-
one in the congregation in memory of a loved one. The gift is much appreciated and will go toward the cost of eradicating the ter-

mites. 

The Grace Team which manages our investments along with Danny Payne our Certified Financial Planner from National Planning 
Association is being reorganized.  Previously this team was under the direction and expertise of Ed Hambly, Jr.  We greatly miss 
Ed and we are thankful for Ed’s service.  The team is now tasked with producing an investment plan and an investment spending 

plan.  If anyone is interested in joining the team, please see Emily Scholz.   

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances, trust balances or investments, please contact the church office at 

909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

 

Yard Sale at Northkirk—Oct. 22nd 

Time to clean out your garage or closets! In order to support our 

sanctuary ceiling project, our  brothers and sisters of the R4C 

congregation will be hosting a yard sale here at Northkirk 

on October 22nd from 8:00am-12:00pm. Please drop off any 

resalable items you’d like to donate on Thursday, Oct. 20th  

1-5pm, Friday, Oct. 21st 1-3:00pm, & 6-7:30pm, or Saturday, 

Oct. 22nd 7-9:00am. If you would like to help, there is a need for 

help with pricing items, selling, handling the money or providing  

refreshments. Come support our ceiling project and enjoy  

fellowship with each other and those from R4C church. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

          
   

. 
  

   1 
 
 

Holy Conversations 

Tour Meeting 

10:00 am—noon 

2 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship/Comm. 

Name Tag Sunday 

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

 

3 
 
 

4 
   

7:00 pm 

Team 

Meetings 

5 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

6:00 pm Pot Luck/Game Night 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

 

6 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 
 

7:30 pm 

Youth Group 

 

 

8 
 

9:00 am 

NK Writers 

9 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship  

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

  

10 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

Bible Study 

11 

7:00 pm 

Deacons’  

Meeting  

12 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

8:30 pm Praise Band  

13 

 

6:30 pm  

Bell Choir 

 

  

14 

 

7:30 pm 

Youth Group 

15 

 

Deacons/Elders Joint 
Meeting 9:00 am—

12:00 pm 

 

 
16 

 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D 

  

 

 
17 

 
7:00 pm 

Campbell  
Small Group  
Bible Study 

  

 
18 

 

7:00 pm 

Session  

Meeting 

  

 

 

19 

 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:00 pm Praise Band 

 

20 

 

6:30 pm  

Bell Choir 

 

 

 

21 
 

7:30 pm 

Youth Group 
 

Nov. Grapevine  

articles are due 

 

22 

 

 

 

 
23 

 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D Group       

 
 

 
24 

 
7:00 pm 

Campbell  
Small Group  
Bible Study 

 

 
25 

 
Worship Night 

7:00 pm 

 

26 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

 

 

 

27 

6:30 pm  
Bell Choir 

 

 

28 

7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

 

Food of  the Month: 

Canned Meat 

 

29 

9:00 am 

NK Writers 

 

30 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

31 

Halloween 

 

 

Harvest Blessings 



 

October Prayer Calendar 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 

 

 

    1 

John Sheehan’s 

family 

2 

Harold Willome 

3 

Pam Sickman 

4 

Lazaro Silva & 

children 

5 

Martin, Lorraine 

& Julia Smith 

6 

Pete & Teri 

Smits 

7 

Tom, Jodie & the 

Stahl family 

8 

Bob & Gail Valenti 

9 
 

Jason Alvarez 

10 

David Van Curen 

11 

Roy, Janice & 

Sarah Vance 

12 

Dave & Diane 

Vaughn 

13 

Francesca 

Walker 

14 

Gary, Kim &  the 

 Wallace family  

15 

Anne Warder 

16 
 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

17 
 

Harold Willome 

18 
 

Frank & Bev Wiltse 

19 
 

Alice Yap 

20 

Pilar Yarur & 

children 

21 

Don & Susan 

Zabriskie 

22 

The Allbaugh 

family 

23 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

24 
 

The Alvarez family 

25 
 

Tim & Diane 

Atherton 

26 
 

Aye Aye 

27 
 

The Baird family 

28 
 

Tiffany Baker & 

children 

29 

Norm & Debby 

Balders 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

The preface (of this divine prayer) “Our Father which art in Heaven”, lays a general foundation for prayer; comprising 

what we must first know of God, before we can pray in confidence of being heard… Our Father. If He is a Father then 

He is good, then He is loving to His children. And here is the first and great reason for prayer: God is willing to bless; let 

us ask for a blessing…. Which art in Heaven. High and lifted up, God over all, blessed forever; who, sitting on the cir-

cle of the heaven, beholdeth all things both in heaven and earth…Therefore should we think, speak and act as continually 

under the eye, in the immediate presence of the Lord, the King. Hallowed be Thy name. The name of God is God 

himself; the nature of God, so far as it can be discovered to man. It means, therefore, together with His existence, all His 

attributes or perfections-His eternity…His fullness of being…His omnipresence, His omnipotence…His wisdom…His 

Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity…His essential purity and holiness…and above all, His love, which is the very bright-

ness of His Glory. In praying that God, or His name, be hollowed or glorified, we pray that He may be known, such as 

He is, by all that are capable thereof…that He may be duly honored and feared, and loved, by all in Heaven above and in 

earth beneath…( The prayer that “contains all we can reasonably pray for”- John Wesley) To be continued…. This is the 

confidence we have in approaching God, that if we ask anything according to his will, he will hear us ( 1 John 5.14) 

Let worship continue.  
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Rev. Dr. James Munyi, Moderator Presbytery of Riverside 

 

From the Moderator’s Prayer Closet  

30 

Campbell 

Bible Study 

31 

James Beagle 



The Grapevine  Page 7 

 

What’s Happening at Northkirk? 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study  
We will meet every Sunday morning at 8:30 am in room 3, beginning Oct. 2nd. 

All are welcome. Questions?  Contact Teri Smits at tsmitits@aol.com 

3D Group 
If you’d like to discuss the Sunday sermon further, meet with others  

at 11:00 am on Sunday morning after fellowship.  

Morning 

Studies 

Evening 

Studies 

Campbell’s Small Group  
The Campbell Small Group meets every 

Monday evening at the Campbell’s home, 

for an in-depth look at the Apostle’s Creed 

and what we as Christians believe. The 

book, Affirming the Apostles’ Creed, by J. I. 

Packer, will be used for the study and is 

available in paperback and on Kindle.  

All are welcome. Questions?  Contact 

Thelma Campbell at tlcampb1971@aol.com 

 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
We meet every 2nd & 4th Wednesday  

evening in Pastor Martin’s office to study 

God’s Word. The lesson this Fall is 

 “A Heart for God: The Life of David” 

All are invited to attend. Questions? Contact  

Pastor Martin at msmith@northkirk.org 

Women’s Bible Study 

Join us for an engaging Bible study on the Character of God that is so  
beautifully found in the Old Testament. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 

of each month from 9:30—11:00 am for coffee and to open God’s word  
together. Please join us!  Questions?  

Contact: Cynthia Alvarez at 909-660-9763. 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

We meet every Wednesday morning at Coco’s Restaurant in Ontario for break-

fast, fellowship and to study God’s Word. We are studying the Gospel of John. 

All men are invited. Questions? Contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net. 

Operation Christmas Child 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget about Operation  

Christmas Child. The gift boxes will 

be dropped off at the collection site  

during the 3rd week of November. 

Please place your box on the table 

in the back of the sanctuary. If you 

have any questions, please call Gail 

at the church office or check the 

website for Samaritan’s Purse.  

 

WORSHIP NIGHT IN AMERICA:  

An Evening of Unity and Prayer For Our Country 

Oct. 25th at 7:00 pm   
 

One-night only... Join us as we participate in 

this national night of unity and prayer for our 

country. The showing includes songs by wor-

ship leaders Chris Tomlin, Matt Redman, Phil 

Wickham, Tasha Cobbs, Kim Walker-Smith, 

Matt Maher, & pastors Max Lucado and 

Louie Giglio.  SAVE THE DATE. 

to order tickets: 

https://www.tugg.com/… 

/worship-night-in-America-an-evening-… 
 

https://www.tugg.com/events/worship-night-in-america-an-evening-of-unity-and-prayer-for-our-country-4lcs
https://www.tugg.com/events/worship-night-in-america-an-evening-of-unity-and-prayer-for-our-country-4lcs


9101 19th Street 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701 

909-989-4919 

northkirkoffice@northkirk.org 

www.Northkirk.org 

 

 

VISITORS are WELCOME 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School for  Preschool through 5th Grade (during the summer)  

and nursery care is available during the Sunday worship service. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STAFF: 

The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org 

Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org 

Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    

Jason Alvarez, Youth Leader, healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com 

Pilar Yarur, Custodian  

Lacey Duenaz, Nursery Attendant 

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

(909) 989-4919   

www.northkirk.org 

Church office email; northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    


