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November 

Worship Schedule 
 

                     November 6 
 

Numbers 9:15-19 
Life is full of decisions based on 
the unknown future. We can’t 
know what is around the corner. 
What does the Lord desire us to 
do in such times? 
 
               November 13 
 

Numbers 13:25-14:4 
The Lord leads into care for 
others and blessing for ourselves 
as servants. Yet sometimes we 
fear the next step. How can we 
trust when we feel afraid? 
 
              November 20 
 

Deuteronomy 8:2-10 
Memory is powerful. What 
memories we dwell in affect our 
living today and tomorrow. What 
memories of the Lord do we 
revisit? 
 
               November 27 
 

Isaiah 40:1-5 
Christmas is glorious because the 
Lord is revealed! All of Jesus is 
the focus of our Christmas joy. 
How big or small will this 
Christmas be for us? 
 

 

The Grapevine 

    
From Pastor Martin: 
 

 “Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; Make known His deeds 
among the peoples. Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders!”
  
                                                                                             (1Chronicles 16:8-9) 
 
 November brings our Thanksgiving holiday which includes many things that 
bring us joy and stress. But are we not blessed to have such a holiday? What an 
opportunity to reflect on God’s grace and care for us! 
 

 Like others, I’ve enjoyed learning about our American history behind 
Thanksgiving. The worship of our Pilgrim forebears is both an inspiration and 
reminder to us. Can we give thanks in sincerity and joy as they did under their 
difficult circumstances? I’m also reminded that their inspiration was the Word of 
God, even King David’s direction that the Lord be given thanks for His presence 
with the nation. The common thread through all the centuries of thanksgiving to 
the Lord is His presence with us and care for us. 
 

 The words of 1 Chronicles direct us in the path of thanksgiving. It begins 
with an invitation to prayer, worship, and reflection: “...call upon His name...” We 
all are aware of the preparation we make for Thanksgiving. Yes, it’s different 
than Christmas, but we do count the days to share the holiday with loved ones. 
And, as with our Advent preparation, we can also prepare our thankful heart. In 
prayer, worship, and reflection over these days before the fourth Thursday of 
November, we are calling out to the Lord, spending time with the Lord, 
expressing thanks to the Lord who sought and rescued us, and being reminded 
of all God’s care for us. And, as  Scripture often reminds us, a thankful heart 
draws others to the Lord. 
 

 It’s the second part of thanksgiving that draws others to our loving Lord: 
when we share how the Lord has cared for us... “Make known His deeds among 
the peoples...” It’s hard to keep a thankful heart from causing a smile. In the 
stresses of everyday life, smiles stand out. Others want to know why we are 
happy so that they might bring some happiness into their day. 
 

 In these weeks of November, call upon His name! The rest of thanksgiving 
follows, including welcoming others to join us in thankfulness. 
 

The Lord is good! 
 

Pastor Martin 
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November Birthdays  
 

 

Joyce Brand                          11/1 

Nancy Rash                           11/1 

Yewmeng Lee                       11/8 

Sharon Peart                       11/12 

Julia Smith                           11/14 

Priscilla Flores                     11/18 

Ed Rugh                                11/25 

Matthew Allbaugh             11/26 

 

Fellowship 

Potluck/Game Night  

On November 2nd, we will have our monthly potluck/game night at 6 pm.  

Come enjoy some good food and fun games with your Northkirk family and friends.  

To sign up for the potluck, go into:  

 

 http://www.PerfectPotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437 

 

 

 
 

Fellowship Focus – November 2016 
 

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.” (Doxology) 

 

Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday set aside for all of us to give thanks for all we 
have, individually and as a nation.  As Christians we give thanks to our Almighty and Triune 
God. Thanks (gratitude) and praise (glorify, extol) so often go together. The word “thank(s)” 
appears much more frequently in the New Testament than in the Old; “praise” appears mani-
fold times more in the Old Testament than in the New.  But in many instances they are al-
most interchangeable. We can praise God for His creation, and we can thank Him for it. We 
thank God for His gifts of family, friends, church, work, food, shelter, clothing….And we can 
praise Him for His manifold bounty to us. The list of God’s blessings and gifts goes on and 
on, but comes back to center on Jesus and His sacrifice for our sins, His resurrection and 
promise of eternal life for those of us who believe in and accept Him as Lord  

 

The heavenly host praised God at Jesus' birth. Thanksgiving and praise to our God 
continues into eternity with Revelation telling us of the heavenly host praising God and hints 
of our joining in that eternal chorus. We now lift our voices in songs every Sunday, hopefully 
with energetic joy, praise and thanksgiving for all God has done for us and through us. 

 

So especially this month when even our country has set aside time to give thanks, let 
us “praise God from whom all blessings flow” and let us “Count [our] many blessings, name 
them one by one…see what God hath done.” (from an old hymn by E. O. Excell, 1897). 

 
Blessings to All, 
Carol Entler 
Membership/Fellowship Team 
 
 

Yewmeng  & 

Sandra Lee      

11/8 
 

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437
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JOINT ELDER/DEACON MEETING 

The required annual joint meeting of the Session and Deacons was held on Saturday, October 15, and began with a potluck 
brunch.  Pastor Martin then opened the meeting with prayer and led a brief devotional based upon Psalm 133:1  “How good and 
pleasant it is for brothers and sisters to dwell in unity.”  We are brothers and sisters in Christ forever.  This was followed by an 

opening hymn:  The Church’s One Foundation. 

The agenda was divided into four main categories:  congregational care, outreach ministry, worship ministry, and the mediation 

process.  Most of the conversation was centered on current, well-known activities, but the following were noted in particular.   

 It was, however, importantly noted that every Deacon’s flock has an active elder assigned to it, and that elder can serve as a 

resource to the flock’s Deacon, as needed. 

 Prayer concerns shared with Deacons are often private and cannot be shared.  The possibility of an anonymous prayer 

bulletin board was mentioned. 

 There is a great need for Sunday School teachers.  Combining the Northkirk and R4C Children is working out.  Youth ministry 
remains a mission field, and our joint youth ministry with R4C is also working out. Several young people are now participating in 

the Bell Choir. 

 MOPS remains a vibrant outreach ministry. 

 Many who are no longer attending Sunday worship still want to have a Northkirk Deacon. 

 Everyone is uplifted by music during worship.  There is a good blend of contemporary and traditional music. 

 The sanctuary project is near completion, to be finished in time for worship on October 23. 

 Session will be reviewing recommendations from the mediation process in November and forward.  It has been a laborious, 

but good process.  Conflict resolution will become part of our discipleship nurturing programs. 

There will be a celebratory worship service to conclude the formal mediation process, but implementation of suggestions will  

 

Session Highlights 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

1. Opening devotional was completed as part of the preceding Joint Session-Deacon meeting. 

2. This meeting was unusually short because of the helpful discussions at the Joint meeting. 

3. The Treasurer reported that Northkirk has finally received a 100% property tax exemption, although we’ll still need to pay for 

 mosquito abatement and water. We received a rebate check over $5000 for the past few years. 

4. Christian Education remains in great need of Sunday School teachers and a superintendent. 

5. Facilities and Grounds continues to need many hands to help on work parties. The team will be working on small corrections 

 to meet fire  inspection requirements. 

6. The insurance company of the driver responsible for destroying our fire system on the corner several months ago has been 

 given a short time to pay the damages or face a lawsuit. A blessing is that our attorney on the case is handling it pro bono. 

7. Northkirk will be hosting the March Presbytery meeting.  More information will follow as the time draws closer on how folks  

 can help. 

8. Average worship attendance for September 2016 included 55 Adults, 5 Youth, and 15 Children. 

9. A special Session meeting was then held on Sunday, October 16, to receive three new members—the Jacob family.  They will 

be  presented to and welcomed by the congregation November 13. 
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Looking Forward 

 

PREPARING FOR ADVENT 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

We will have our traditional “Hanging of the Greens” on Saturday, November 19th. We’ll begin with a potluck  
dinner at 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Chili and bread will be provided but you are invited to bring:  
salads, if your last name begins with A-M; or finger-food dessert, if your last name begins with N-Z.  Please  
provide enough for 12 servings. Then we’ll decorate the sanctuary while the children participate in fun activities 
planned just for them. When we’re finished decorating we’ll sing carols together around the piano. If you have 
any questions, please contact Dean Collins at northkirksound@gmail.com or on his cell phone 909-743-9047.  
 

Advent Calendars 
Advent calendars will be available at the rear of the sanctuary beginning Sunday, November 6.  Each family 
is encouraged to join in A Journey of Memories using this calendar beginning Sunday, November 27, the 
first day of Advent.  The daily readings are short, with a scripture verse, a brief reading, a question, and a 
short prayer.  Some topics include:  “Sensing the Sacred,” “The Bread of Homecoming,” “Recognizing God’s 
Glory,” and “Faith and Feelings.”  These readings are great for families, couples and singles in the morning 
or noon or evening.  Please join our Advent “Journey of Memories” and share your thoughts with one another 
as the occasion arises.  (A $2 donation for each calendar would be helpful to cover cost.) 
 

Poinsettias 

This year we are trying something new. The poinsettias for our Sanctuary have been ordered from Cal Poly 

Pomona Nursery at Kellogg Ranch. The students in the College of Agriculture have been growing these plants 

for months in the greenhouse and offer them for sale starting November 18.  We have ordered 50  plants to fill 

the Chancel area during the Hanging of the Greens November 19. If you would like to sponsor a poinsettia or 2 

the form will be in the Sunday Bulletin starting November 6. The cost this year is $10.00.  You are welcome to 

take a plant home after service on December 25.  Merry Christmas! 

 
Operation Christmas Child       
We will continue to turn in the Christmas boxes for Operation Christmas Child through Nov. 13th. There are 
preprinted forms that can accompany them if you’d like to introduce yourself to the child that will receive 
your gifts. The gift boxes will be dropped off at the collection site during the 3rd week of November. Be sure 
to put the label on the outside to identify whether it’s for a boy or girl and the age group. A $7 check  
(for shipping) made to Samaritan’s Purse needs to be placed in the box. If you have any questions, please 
call Gail at the church office or check the website for Samaritan’s Purse and click Operation Christmas 
Child. Thank you for your enthusiasm in this worthwhile project!  
 

 
 
Christmas Cantata 
Our Christmas Cantata will be held on December 11th at 4:00 pm. Our extended choir, drama team, and  
orchestra will perform “Let the Whole World Sing” which was arranged by Joel Raney (who also arranged last 
year’s cantata). Members of the R4C Church will be singing a Mandarin Christmas song in the program.  
Be sure to mark your calendars and invite your family and friends to this special event! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

          
  1 

. 

7:00 pm 

Team 

Meetings 

  

2 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

6:00 pm Pot Luck/Game Night 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

 

3 
 

 

4 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

5 
 
 

9:00 am 

NK Writers 

6 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship/Comm. 

Name Tag Sunday 

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

7 
 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

Bible Study 

8 
   

7:00 pm 

Deacons’  

Meeting  

 

9 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

 

10 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

11 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

 

12 
 

 

13 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship  

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

  

14 
 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

Bible Study 

15 
 

7:00 pm 

Session  

Meeting 

 

16 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

 

17 

 

6:30 pm  

Bell Choir 

 

  

18 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

December Grape-
vine Articles due 

at 5 pm 

19 

9:00 am 

NK Writers 

5:00 pm 

Hanging of the Greens 

Potluck dinner 

20 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D 

  

 

21 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group  
Bible Study 

  
 

22 
 

 7:00 pm 

Vocal Choir 

 
 

23 

 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 7:00 

pm 

24 
 

Office  

Closed 

 

25 

 

Office Closed 

26 

 

27 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D Group       

 
 
 

28 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group  
Bible Study 

 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

 

 

 

Food of   

the Month: 

Dried Beans 

Food and Drink in the Sanctuary. 
 

It has been a long process to rebuild the sanctuary ceiling and chancel area. During the final stages we removed the pews so the 
drywall and painting could be completed. To our surprise we found many large stains under and between the pews. We will  
remove the pews once again and have the carpet cleaned. We are asking that no food and drink be brought into the sanctuary,   
with the exception of bottled water.   

Northkirk Calendar 



 

November Prayer Calendar 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 

 

1 

Joyce Brand 

2 

Rick & Jenny 

Braun 

3 

Wes Brickey 

4 

Allison Burgess 

5 

Chris Campbell 

6 

Men’s Break-

fast Bible Study 

7 

Ronn, Thelma & 

David Campbell 

8 
 

Cherry Garcia 

9 

Mena Cho 

10 

Dean, Dawn & 

David Collins 

11 

Cheri Combee 

12 

Mohini Crowther 

13 

The Elders 

14 

Sally Crumlish 

15 

Violet De Leon 

16 

Tom & Paula 

Emick 

17 

Carol Entler 

18 

Priscilla Flores 

19 

Kay & Richard 

Gilbert 

20 

The Deacons 

21 

The Gonzales 

Family 

22 

Ed Hambly III 

23 

Flo Hambly 

24 

Jamie & Marley 

Hambly 

25 

Robert & 

 Christine Harlow 

26 

Sharon Hayden 

27 
 

Sunday School 
Teachers 

28 
 

Patricia Huntsman 

29 
 

Tom Huntsman 

30 
 

Sam & Michelle 

Kalem & family 

   

 

 

   Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 
 

September receipts were a nice improvement over the budgeted amount.  
September expenses were also lower than what was budgeted.    
 

Our ceiling renovation is continuing. To date we have received $16,205.00 in gifts to support this project. We have spent 
$16,806.92.  We have recently completed the insulation, drywall and painting at a cost of $15,600 which will be taken from our  
reserves in October. Your help is greatly needed.  
   

The Grace Team which manages our investments along with Danny Payne, our Certified Financial Planner from National Planning 
Association is being reorganized. Previously this team was under the direction and expertise of Ed Hambly, Jr.  We greatly miss Ed 
and we are thankful for Ed’s service. The team is now tasked with producing an investment plan and an investment spending plan. 
If anyone is interested in joining the team, please see Emily Scholz.   
 

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances, trust balances or investments, please contact the church office at 
909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

Operational Budget September Actual Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual 

Giving/Receipts  20,170.03 109,139.65 138,239.35 

Expenses 26,493.57 218,487.96 198,695.66 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -6,233.54 -109,348.31 -60,456.31 

Treasurer’s Report as of September 30, 2016  
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Events at Northkirk 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study  

Meets every Sunday morning at 8:30 am in room 5. 

 Contact Teri Smits at tsmitits@aol.com  (see note above) 

3D Group 

If you’d like to discuss the Sunday sermon further, meet with others  

at 11:00 am on Sunday morning after fellowship. (see note above) 

 

Campbell’s Small Group  
Meets every Monday night at 7:00  

at the Campbell’s home.  

Contact Thelma Campbell at tlcampb1971@aol.com 
 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Meets every 2nd & 4th Wednesday  

evening in Pastor Martin’s office at 7:00   

Contact Pastor Martin at msmith@northkirk.org 

Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month from 9:30—11:00 am  
 Please join us!  Questions? Contact: Cynthia Alvarez at 909-660-9763. 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

Meets every Wednesday morning at Coco’s Restaurant in Ontario.  

All men are invited. Contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net. 

 

 

Evening 

Studies 

 

Morning 

Studies 

 

 

On October 25th we celebrated Worship Night in America  

with others in the community and around the nation.  

It was a night of music, praying and praising God.  

We had a full house with a crowd that  

stayed involved the entire evening.  

 

Evelyn from the Fernando Valley said that she thought that 
we were the closest venue to her, since Northkirk was the 

first church listed online when she bought her ticket.  
She later found out that there were several churches closer. 
However she felt so blessed that she was able to worship 
with us, and that her "mistake" wasn't a mistake after all! 

 

 "THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT I NEEDED AND I AM SO GLAD 
THAT I WAS HERE. THIS WAS SIMPLY AMAZING" 

Worship  Night in America 

Please Note: Beginning Nov. 27th, the Sunday Morning Bible Study and the 3D 

Group will be participating in an Advent Study. The book being used for this study is 

Advent of the Savior (Lifeguide Bible Studies) and is 

available online for $9 at Amazon.com. 



9101 19th Street 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701 

909-989-4919 

northkirkoffice@northkirk.org 

www.Northkirk.org 

 

 

VISITORS are WELCOME 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School for  Preschool through 5th Grade (during the summer)  

and nursery care is available during the Sunday worship service. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STAFF: 

The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org 

Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org 

Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    

Jason Alvarez, Youth Leader, healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com 

Pilar Yarur, Custodian  

Kimberly White, Nursery Attendant 

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

(909) 989-4919   

www.northkirk.org 

Church office email; northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    


