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January 

Worship Schedule 
 

“Live on Purpose” 

 

January 1 
                    John 1:1-18 
Does our life have a purpose?  
Without purpose we live aimless and 
become frustrated. God has a 
purpose for which we were created 
to support and enjoy! 
 

                             January 8 

                    John 1:19-34 
Jesus’ purpose was announced by 
John the Baptist, himself surprised! 
It’s result will be to transform 
everything. How am I affected by 
this? 
 

                            January 15 

                   John 1:35-51 
What would make life great? Is it 
possible our hope is too small? Jesus’ 
continuing work invites us to create 
a great place for all lives. 
 

                            January 22 
                John 2:1-11 
What is the value of true 
commitment between persons? We 
have been often disappointed by 
others. But God sends a stunning 
sign by Jesus that will be celebrated 
forever. 
 

                             January 29 

                   John 2:12-25 
Are there things that get in the way 
between people and God? How 
would I know? A life uninhibited 
with God brings about a new world.  
 

 

 

The Grapevine 

  

From Pastor Martin: 

 
“Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave  
us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself...”                                                                         2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
 

 Happy New Year! It’s an expression that we extend to others for a 
prosperous year ahead... a good wish. But, we also have a real gift we can offer 
others: the news of God’s reconciliation for them. Now, we might imagine 
ourselves feeling awkward telling another about this. But there’s also a good 
possibility that our awkwardness can be overcome when we realize that we, 
personally, have been reconciled with God. ‘Reconciliation’ is not a word we 
might often use. Spending time thinking about it, though, will indeed send us 
into a happy new year. 

 Reconciliation is the exchange of a hostile relationship for a friendly one. 
Significantly, it has been the Lord that initiated and accomplished reconciliation 
with us. It cost the Lord Jesus His life. And so this reconciliation is most 
meaningful to Him. But what have I done to accept His reconciliation? Do I 
take for granted God’s grace and only give occasional time to God? Sadly, it’s 
possible that we presume God’s love but give little back. 

 Our Lord died so that we might enjoy the most intimate of friendships. Am 
I walking into January 1, and every day thereafter, knowing that God is on my 
side as my most-devoted friend (and so much more!)? Before we might answer 
automatically, “Yes, of course.”,  ask, “Am I welcoming the Lord Jesus as my 
most devoted friend?” It’s important to answer this because a devoted friend’s 
care can be missed if we don’t spend time with them. And, in such a case, we 
can come to believe that God has forgotten us or is distant. Clearly, trying to 
tell another about our loving, reconciling God will sound hollow if we are not 
enjoying friendship with the Lord ourselves. 

 A reality for most of us is that we give higher authority to our self-criticism 
than to God’s action. My self-criticism assesses that I am a failure and that God 
must regret creating me. But our reconciled relationship with the Lord, the 
action of the Lord, implies we are worth dying for. Will I walk into the New 
Year trusting the Lord rather than myself? 

 May this 2017 year be one of deep friendship for each of us with God! And 
may we, as we beam the security and joy of this relationship, genuinely share 
with others the news that Jesus has reconciled them as well. 

Pastor Martin 
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Fellowship 

Thank you for your care in using our Fellowship Hall. 

To keep both the kitchen and the hall clean and orderly: the following notes may be helpful. 

 It is important for everyone using the refrigerator to be sure to mark every item with its ownership and date refrigerated 

 and especially important to toss all items spoiled or outdated. 

 Posters and notices are to be hung on bulletin boards; the walls should be kept free of paper.  When temporarily posting paper on the 

walls during any meeting, use only tape, and remove them immediately following the event. 

Church members and regular attendees have occasionally borrowed church tablecloths for special home events, and a few have never been 
returned.  To help us know where they are, please use the new “sign-out sheet” for tablecloths now found in the Samaritan Room, and please 

launder and return them within a week of borrowing them. 

Thank you for your consideration and efforts to help us all enjoy these facilities. 

       The Membership/Fellowship Team 

 

Fellowship Focus 
 

“…The star they had seen in the East went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was….they bowed down and worshiped him…..and presented him with gifts of gold and of in-
cense and of myrrh.”  (Matthew 2:9, 11 NIV) 
 

“Epiphany…the revealing of Jesus as the Christ to the Gentiles in the persons of the Magi.” 
“Epiphany....a moment of sudden intuitive understanding; flash of insight.”  
 (New World Dictionary) 
 

January 6 is the traditional celebration of the visit of the wise men (Magi) to Jesus.  They asked in 
Jerusalem “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the East and 
have come to worship him.”  The star in the East gave the Magi an  epiphany—an intuitive under-
standing—that Jesus had come. We do not know the depth of their understanding, but it was obvi-
ously sufficiently intense for them to travel a long distance to find Jesus and to bring him costly gifts.   
 

Have you been on a journey to find Jesus? Did you find Him years ago and are you trying to stay on 
a faithful life journey with Him? Is now the right time for you to ask the Holy Spirit for a renewed 
epiphany—understanding—of who Jesus is and how He reveals Himself to you, of how and where 
He is calling you to serve Him? 
 

The beginning of a new year is often a time to reset—to make resolutions to change. Now may be a 
good time for each of us to pray, asking Jesus to reveal Himself and His desires for our life through 
the Holy Spirit. If you make a specific time and place to quiet yourself (body and mind) and ask the 
Lord for direction, for His plans for you in 2017, He will provide them, but often in small pieces over 
the days and months of the year rather than a big picture, which you could find overwhelming. I have 
found that the Holy Spirit reveals His “plan of action” for  me on a short-term basis, really more day-
by-day or minute-by-minute, each time I ask. So my prayer often is “Holy Spirit, what do You want 
me to do now, this minute, this day?”  Sometimes even, “Holy Spirit, what do You want me to do 
now, to prepare for the future You hold in Your hand?” 
 

As you make your “New Year’s Resolutions” for 2017, please first inquire of the Lord what gifts you 
can bring to Him, how you can serve Him—in your family, in your church, in your neighborhood, in 
your community, in this hurting world. And renew your prayer faithfully and regularly. Listen for His 
response. What He asks of you may seem small or big, but 
He will strengthen each of us to do our part and will use each one’s small efforts to make  
something great. 
 

Happy New Year and Blessings to All, 

Carol Entler, Membership/Fellowship Team 
 
 

 

 

 
Caruna Jacob                 1/2 

Mena Cho                                1/7 

Dave Vaughn                          1/14 

Marley Hambly-Ortiz            1/15 

Bob Valenti                             1/18 

Pam Rock                                1/19 

Ed Hambly III                          1/27 

 

 

 
 

Walt & Patricia Cripps    1/26 

 

 

 

Potluck/Game Night  

Our next Potluck/Game Night is 

scheduled for Jan. 4th. Don’t miss 

out on the fun! To sign up go to:  

http://www.PerfectPotluck.com/

meals.php?t=XMZM0437 

 

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437
http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437
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1. Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Mark 6:30-32 reminding those in leadership positions that they also    needed to 

take time to rest, just as Jesus took his disciples away from the crowds for rest and renewal. 

2. Pastor Martin’s report included a brief review of 2016 and possible direction for 2017.  He suggested we spend some  time 
reviewing our mission statement beginning at the January Session meeting. Of particular interest was the over view of the results 
of the evangelism survey of Northkirk conducted by Jolynn Stahl and her team The Session will  be taking a closer look at the 

survey during its January meeting, but some highlights include: 

  40% of survey respondents did not feel Northkirk values evangelism. 

  But about 15% of respondents believe they are gifted in evangelism. 

  About 60% thought Northkirk lacks Christians who think of new forms of evangelism. 

  About 45% feel ambivalent about inviting non-Christians to a church event. 

3.   Session voted to call the Annual Congregational Meeting for Sunday, February 12, 2017, following worship.  

4.   The reports to be compiled for the annual report are due to the church office by Monday, January 23, 2017. 

5.   As reminder, the Treasurer’s Report in this Grapevine recaps the one presented to the Session. 

6.   Everyone is invited to participate in all or part of the Work Party on January 7 (9-noon).  Time will be devoted to  

 putting away Christmas decorations and installing and organizing shelving in the sound room and chancel closet,  

 in addition to other projects. 

7.   Carpet cleaning is being scheduled for the sanctuary, classrooms and office.  The possibility of cleaning the pew  

 upholstery is also being considered. 

8.   Session voted to change leadership of the Nominating Committee to Norm Balders as Chair and Dean Collins as  

 Vice Chair. 

9.   Northkirk will be hosting the March 18 Presbytery meeting.  The January 3 Team meetings (7 p.m.) will spend time  planning 
 for this event.  All who may be willing and able to help are invited to attend these team meetings or contact  Ronn Campbell to 

 let him know you’re willing to help (email appilot175ss@gmail.com). 

Average worship attendance for November 2016 included 56 Adults, 5 Youth, and 6 Children.   

Attendance on Thanksgiving Eve included 21 Adults and 1 Youth. 

Session Highlights 

Food and Drink in the Sanctuary 
 

Let’s keep our new sanctuary looking 
beautiful! Please observe the rule of  
 “NO FOOD IN THE SANCTUARY” 
 with the exception of bottled water.  

Suggestion box 
 

The Session recently approved the addition of a 
Suggestion Box to be placed at the rear of the 
sanctuary along with blank suggestion forms.  
All suggestions placed in the box will be held in 
strict confidence.  
Each week, the Clerk of Session (or designee) will remove any  
suggestions deposited in the box. They will be passed to current  
Session members as quickly as possible for review and then  
discussed at the next Session meeting. Session responses to the  
suggestions will be provided to the individual making the suggestion 
as soon as possible following the Session meeting.  
The Suggestion Box procedure is being implemented as one response 
to suggestions made during the mediation process. Please feel free  
to ask a Session member if you have any questions. 
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Thanking God for 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship Night in America 

In October we hosted Worship Night in America with other Christians in the community and around 

the nation. It was a night of music, praying and praising God. The event was sold out and enjoyed 

by all those who attended!  The construction work was completed in time for this event, so it was 

also a great way to celebrate our new sanctuary! 

 

Baseball Games 

On May 15th our choir opened the San Bernardino 66er’s game by performing the National Anthem  

Prior to the first pitch. We were joined by a brass orchestra and were well received by the fans. On July 

31st we enjoyed a Rancho Cucamonga Quakes game. 

Easter Egg Hunt  

Over 70 children enjoyed the Easter Egg Hunt at Northkirk this year! We began the morning 

with a continental breakfast out on the patio, where children held baby chicks and had family 

Easter pictures taken. The children watched a Veggie Tales Easter video and made frames for 

their Easter pictures to give to their parents. They sang songs and heard the Easter story in the 

sanctuary. Then it was outside for the big egg hunt where they had fun hunting for filled eggs 

that were donated by our congregation.  

Summer Movie Nights 

We continued our tradition of having free movie/popcorn nights during the summer. The 19th Street Band 

entertained us while we waited for the movie to begin. In June we laughed as we watched George Burns 

portray God in the comedy/satire “Oh God”. In July we saw the movie, “Risen” which was told through the 

eyes of a Roman Centurion who was commissioned to solve the mystery of the empty tomb.  

In August, we saw the inspirational movie, “Chariots of Fire”. 

 

Spring Concert 
“Celebrate Life” 

Our concert in May  

featured the Northkirk Choir, 

Handbell Choir, a full  

Orchestra and poetry by 

Paula Emick.  

Christmas Cantata 
“Let the Whole World Sing” 

In December our choir and  

orchestra performed a cantata 

arranged by Joel Raney. We  

also enjoyed the Handbell Choir 

and the R4C Church Choir.  

Northkirk Church loves music!  
 

We also love to share it with the community.  

Our concerts are always free to attend and open  

to anyone that loves music as much as we do!  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

          
1 
 

New Year’s Day 
 

Worship with  
communion at 9:30 am 

2 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell’s 

Small Group  

3 
 

7:00 pm 
Team Mtgs. 

4 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

6:00 pm Potluck/Games 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

5 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

6 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

7 
 

9:00 am—12:00 pm 
Work Party 

 

 

8 
 

9:30 am Worship  

11:00 am 3D  

 

 

9 
 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

 

10 
   

7:00 pm 

Deacons’  

Meeting 

11 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

12 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

13 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

 

14 
 

9:00 am 

NK Writers’ Group 

15 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D 

  

16 
 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

 

17 
 

7:00 pm 

Session Meeting 

18 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

19 
 

6:30 pm  

Bell Choir 

 

  

20 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

Feb. Grapevine 
articles due @ 5 

21 
 

The Big Serve  

Weekend 

22 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship  

11:00 am 3D 

  

 

23 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group 
..5:00 pm  
Annual  
Reports  
are due  

24 
 

  
 

25 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

26 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

27 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

 

28 
 

9:00 am 

NK Writers’ Group 

29 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D  

 
 
 

30 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group  
 
 

31 
 
 

  

January Calendar                          

 

 

Food of  the Month: 

Canned Foods 



 

Prayer Calendar 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

MOPS Group 

2 

Mary Sanders 

3 

Aline Sardão 

4 

Claire Schlegel 

5 

Bill & Emily 

Scholz 

6 

Pam Sickman 

7 

The Silva Family 

8 

Music, Worship 

& Art Team 

9 

Marie Simpkins 

10 

Martin & 

Lorraine Smith 

11 

Julia Smith 

12 

Pete & Teri 

Smits 

13 

The Stahl Family 

14 

David & Yoko 

Sweede 

15 

Stewardship & 

Finance Team 

16 

Bob & Gail Valenti 

17 

David Van 

Curen 

18 

The Vance  

Family 

19 

Dave & Diane 

Vaughn 

20 

Francesca 

Walker 

21 

The Wallace 

Family 

22 

Personnel Team 

23 

Anne Warder 

24 

Harold Willome 

25 

Frank & Bev 

Wiltse 

26 

Alice Yap 

27 

Pilar Yarur,  

Conner & Megan 

28 

Don & Susan 

Zabriskie 

29 
 

The Bell Choir 

30 
 

The Allbaugh 
Family 

31 
 

The Alvarez 

Family 

28 
 

Tim & Diane 

Atherton 

29 
 

Aye Aye 

30 
 

The Baird Family 

31 
 

The Baker Family 

November receipts were slightly less than expected.  Expenses were quite a bit higher than expected.  Most of the expense  

was in preparation for Christmas.     

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances, trust balances or investments, please contact the church office  

at 909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

Operational    November   Year to Date 

Budget   Budget   Actual  Budget   Actual 

Giving/Receipts 12,082.36  11,708.00 133,297.50  161,482.79 

Expenses   26,062.39  21,126.22 268,280.36  235,570.62 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -13,980.03   -9,418.22 -134,982.86   -74,087.83 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
as of November 30, 2016  

 



The Grapevine  Page 7 

Get Involved 

 

How to Get Involved at Northkirk: 

If you’d like to get more involved at Northkirk, attend the Team Meetings which are held on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm. The teams and contacts are as follows: 

Team Name:                                                              Contact                                                          Email 

Christian Education                                                Tom Allbaugh                               tallbaugh@apu.edu 
Facilities and Grounds                                           Ronn Campbell                       appilot175ss@gmail.com 

Membership/Fellowship                                      Carol Entler                                    wcentler@aol.com 

Missions                                                                     Pam Sickman                           reddog700@verizon.net 

Music, Worship and Arts                                      Dean Collins                          northkirksound@gmail.com 

Stewardship/Finance                                            Mark Rock                                mrock@calportland.com 

 

Other Ways of Getting Involved  

Ushering                                                                    Norm Balders                            nbalders48@gmail.com 

Worship Assistant                                                  Dean Collins                             northkirksound@gmail.com 

Choir or Praise Team                                            Aline Sardão                              asardao@northkirk.org 

Bell Choir                                                                  Thelma Campbell                      rtmcdc88@gmail.com 

Teaching/assisting with Sunday School         Nancy Rash                            mom4gram13plus@gmail.com 

Helping with Youth Group                                   Jason Alvarez                  healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

MOPS                                                                          Cynthia Alvarez                    cynalvarez85@gmail.com 

 

Morning Bible Studies 
 

*Sunday Morning Bible Study:  

8:30 am in room 5. Contact Teri Smits  

at tsmitsmits@aol.com 
 

 

*3D Group 11:00 am on Sundays in Pastor Martin’s office. 

 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study,  6:30 am every Wed. 

 at Coco’s Restaurant in Ontario. Contact Lee Rash  

at leland941@verizon.net 
 

 

WOMEN’S Bible Study at 9:30 am on the 2nd & 4th  

Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall.  

Contact Cynthia Alvarez at cynalvarez85@gmail.com 
 

 

Evening Bible Studies 
 

Campbell’s Small Group  
 

7:00 pm every Monday at the  

Campbell home. Contact Thelma at               

 tlcampb1971@aol.com 
 

 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
 

7:00 pm on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday  

of each month in Pastor Martin’s office.  

Contact Pastor Martin at 

msmith@northkirk.org 



9101 19th Street 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701 

909-989-4919 

northkirkoffice@northkirk.org 

www.Northkirk.org 

 

 

VISITORS are WELCOME 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School for  Preschool through 5th Grade  

and nursery care is available during the Sunday worship service. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STAFF: 

The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org 

Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org 

Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    

Jason Alvarez, Youth Leader, healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com 

Pilar Yarur, Custodian  

Kimberly White, Nursery Attendant 

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

(909) 989-4919   

www.northkirk.org 

Church office email; northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    


