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December 

Worship Schedule 
 
 

December 4 - Advent, Love  
Hosea 11:1-11 

Behind the infant Jesus is the love of 
our God. The Lord’s love has 

constantly been evident though we 
may miss it. In Christmas is our 

opportunity to receive and return love 
to our Lord! 

 
December 11—Advent, Peace 

 Isaiah 52:7-9 
A special worship service led by the 
California Baptist Choir! Come hear 
and join praises to the Lord who has 

made peace for us by the gift of Jesus. 
 

December 18—Advent, Joy 
 Luke 1:14-17 

Jesus is joy! Joy for His family that 
surrounded Him but also for us. What 

joy is ours as we walk our days with the 
Lord leading us! 

 
 

December 24—Christmas Eve  
Luke 2:1-20 

We gather at 7:30pm to hear again the 
story of Mary and Joseph and the 

newborn Savior. Angels sing of the gift 
and our hearts will join them! 

 
December 25—Christmas  

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Joy to the world the Lord is come! Our 
holy Sunday morning worship giving 

thanks to the Father for the Holy Child, 
Jesus our Lord, who even today leads 

in goodness and sovereignty. 

 

 

The Grapevine 

    
From Pastor Martin: 
 

 “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God…”                                                        John 1:12 ESV 

 

 The gospel of the apostle John majestically introduces the coming of Jesus, “And 
the Word became flesh…” During this season of Advent we are invited to prepare our 
hearts anew to receive the gift of God. “Receive” is the key element that makes the 
difference between a secular holiday that comes and passes with little lasting impact 
and a holy day of worship that continues to change us. As Isaiah 40:3-5 guide us, we 
are to “Let every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low…” in our 

life, thus we prepare to receive the gift of Christ by our repentance. 

 The gift of God in Christ brings not only joy on our holy day, but changes our life 
forever. John 1:12 announces the very change of our identity when we receive Jesus: 
we become children of God! Now, there is a sense in which all humanity are children of 
God, that is, each of us is a unique creation of God. But John’s focus in this 
announcement is not origin but relationship. While all find our origin in God, not all 
have a relationship with God. To suddenly become a child of God, is to acknowledge 

the love of our Father, as well as the care of other children of God. 

 Is there a difference between myself and a neighbor who has no care for God? 
Yes, many differences likely exist. But the one of most significance must be our 
relationship. In any  relationship, we are impacted, formed, changed by the care and 
challenge of another. And this is potentially truer of our relationship with the Lord than 
any other. “Potentially” because all relationships grow through time spent together. 

How much time will I spend with the Lord this Advent season? 

 The one looking for God, yet not aware of the gift of Christ, struggles to understand 
God. But, when we understand through Advent the heart of our Father that did not 
spare His own Son in order to save us, daily we may come before the Lord certain of 
love. By the love of God we know His hourly care, His listening ear, His guidance 

through our struggles, and His promise to always be with us. 

 This Advent, foster a deeper relationship with the Lord by receiving anew our 

greatest gift. May the Lord be blessed in our time with Him daily! 

 

Pastor Martin 
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December Birthdays  

James Beagle                         12/2 

Francesca Walker                 12/7 

Harold Willome                    12/7 

Amy Wallace                          12/8 

Sharon Hayden                    12/11 

Christian Harlow                  12/12 

Yoko Sweede                       12/14 

Diane Vaughn                      12/19 

Helen Otten                          12/23 

Paul McGough                     12/24 

Margaret McGough            12/28 

Cathy Moody                       12/30 

Fellowship 

Potluck/Game Night  

On December 7th, we will have our monthly potluck/game night at 6 pm.  

Come enjoy some good food and fun games with your Northkirk family and friends. To sign 

up for the potluck, go into:  

 

 http://www.PerfectPotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437 

 

 

 

 
 

Fellowship Focus 
 

 
 

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 

son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14 KJV) 

“And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sav-

iour.” (Luke 1:46-47 KJV)  

This is the season called “Advent,” and we are all preparing for Christmas.  We shop; some 
of us still exchange cards by mail, others by email; we greet one another with “Merry Christ-
mas!”; we decorate; we prepare foods to share with family and friends; we attend concerts 

and school programs and other events. 

Hopefully we are following an Advent calendar to remind ourselves daily of God’s perfect gift 
to us.  Some of us gather in small groups to remember the coming of the Christ-child.  Above 
all else we come together to worship on Sunday mornings.  We praise God and thank Him for 
His perfect, sacrificial gift of Jesus.  “…the Mary of Scripture, saw herself simply as a saved 
sinner….She sets us a marvelous example, not just of the privilege (and the price!) of coop-
erating in God’s plan to bless the world, but also of humble response to God’s grace.” (J.I. 

Packer in Affirming the Apostles’ Creed) 

Are we setting an example “of humble response to God’s grace”?  “Advent” means “coming.”  
While we remember and celebrate the first coming of Jesus in his human birth some two 
thousand years ago, we can also look forward expectantly and prepare ourselves for His sec-
ond coming when He returns in glory:  “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end-

ing, saith the Lord, which is, and which is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8 KJV) 

Blessings to All, 

Carol Entler 

Membership/Fellowship Team 
 

 

 

Tim & Diane  

Atherton   12/17 

 

Ronn & Thelma  

Campbell   12/29 

 

Happy Anniversary  

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437
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 Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Psalm 145:14-16.  The Lord has sustained us and will continue to sustain us.  

We truly are dependent upon the Lord, and our role in budgeting is that we don’t miss what He has called us to do. 

 Pastor’s report celebrated two recent events:  Worship Night in America attended by 134 and Youth Sunday.  He also  

mentioned that he meets with Jason Alvarez and Pastor James (R4C) every Wednesday, and that security in the parking lot has 

become an issue. 

 The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, December 18, following worship to fulfill the annual IRS require-

ment that the vote on the 2017 pastor’s salary package be completed before the end of this year (2016). 

 A new Clerk of Session will be needed beginning July 2017, as Carol will have completed her term and is not eligible for  

re-election to the Session this spring. 

 The Session voted to establish a “Suggestion Box” at the rear of the sanctuary based upon feedback from the mediation proc-
ess.  Suggestion forms will be available, and any suggestions placed in the box will be forwarded to the Session on a weekly basis 

for possible action at its next meeting.  Other thoughts resulting from review of the mediation process remain under consideration. 

 Additionally, the Session approved: 

  R4C to use the sanctuary on Sundays beginning at 11:45 a.m. with service to begin at Noon. A motion that the rental 

 agreement with R4C be revisited. 

 To share the cost of repairing a rear neighbor’s sliding glass door broken by rocks apparently thrown from the church  

parking lot. 

 For Northkirk to participate in “The Big Serve,” the weekend of January 27-29.  Hosting a car wash on Saturday, January 28, 

as a local mission outreach for our youth was mentioned. 

 Session began discussion of the 2017 annual budget, will meet again on November 22, and additionally as needed prior to the 

December 18 congregational meeting. 

Average worship attendance for October 2016 included 59 Adults, 6 Youth, and 7 Children. 

Session Highlights 

Food and Drink in the Sanctuary. 
 

It has been a long process to rebuild the sanctuary ceiling and chancel area. During the final stages we removed the pews so the 
drywall and painting could be completed. To our surprise we found many large stains under and between the pews. We will  
remove the pews once again and have the carpet cleaned. We are asking that no food and drink be brought  
into the sanctuary, with the exception of bottled water.   

Congregational Meeting—Dec. 18th 
 

The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, December 18, immediately following worship 
for the sole purpose of voting on the 2017 Pastor’s Salary Package as required by the I.R.S. 
 

The proposed salary package will be provided to the congregation as soon as possible after the Session 
has approved the 2017 budget. 
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Special Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Cantata 
 

Our Christmas Cantata will be held on December 11th at 4:00 pm. Our extended choir, drama team,  
and orchestra will perform “Let the Whole World Sing” which was arranged by Joel Raney.  
Members of the R4C Church will be singing a Mandarin Christmas song in the program.  
Be sure to mark your calendars and invite your family and friends to this special event! 
 

 
 

CBU Choir to sing at Northkirk! 
 

On December 11th, the CBU (Cal Baptist University) Choir will sing during our regular worship service. Which 
actually means, it won’t be regular at all! These students enjoy the opportunity to share their faith through testi-
mony and music as well as fellowship with all different denominations. Their desire is to be a source of hope 
and truth for all people who hear their message. After worship, we will share a meal with the CBU Choir in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
  

 

 
Christmas Eve Service  

 

This year we will have just one Christmas Eve Service since Christmas Day falls on a Sunday. 
Join us at 7:30 pm to sing your favorite Christmas hymns, listen to the amazing story of Jesus' birth and 
complete the service with singing Silent Night by candlelight. If you know someone that doesn’t have a 
church home, this is the perfect opportunity to invite them for a special service. 

 
 

 

Christmas Morning Service 
Christmas falls on Sunday this year. Our regular Sunday service on Dec. 25th won’t be regular at all! 
Come celebrate our savior’s birth at 9:30 am. Hear the story that never gets old. Sing Christmas songs and find  
out what Pastor Martin has in store for us on this very special morning!   
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

          
    1 

 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

2 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

3 
 

9:00 am 

NK Writers 

3:00—5:00 pm 

Cantata Rehearsal 

4 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship/Comm. 

Name Tag Sunday 

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

 

5 
 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

Bible Study 

6 
   

7:00 pm 

Team 

Meetings  

 

7 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

 

8 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

9 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

 

10 
 

3:00—5:00 pm 

Cantata Rehearsal 

11 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 
2-3:30 pm Cantata Rehearsal 

4:00 pm Cantata 

  

12 
 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

Bible Study 

13 
 

7:00 pm 

Deacons’  

Meeting 

 

14 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

15 
 

6:30 pm  

Bell Choir 

 

  

16 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

17 
 

9:00 am 

NK Writers 

5:00 pm 

 

18 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship  

Congregational Mtg. 

 following worship 

11:00 am 3D 

  

19 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group  
Bible Study 

  
 
 

20 
 

 7:00 pm 

Session Meeting 

 
 

21 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9:00 am MOPS 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

22 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

23 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

January 
Grapevine articles 

due at 5:00 pm 

24 
 

7:30 pm 

Christmas Eve. Service 

25 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

 
 
 
 

26 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group  
Bible Study 

 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

6:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

 

December Calendar                          

29 
 

6:30 pm 
Bell Choir 

 
 

30 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 
 
 

31 

 

Food of  the Month: 

Cereal 



 Prayer Calendar 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 

 

  1 

The Kirby Family 

2 

Nicole Landis & 

family 

3 

John Lee 

4 

Christian Ed. 

Committee 

5 

Ruth Lee 

6 

Yewmeng & 

 Sandra Lee 

7 

Patricia LeMond 

8 

John Leongson 

9 

Les & Chris 

Maitlen 

10 

Matt Matthews 

11 

Facilities & 

Grounds Comm. 

12 

Debra McCartin 

13 

Paul & Margaret 

McGough 

14 

Pilar Yarur,  

Conner & Megan  

15 

Margaret Merhoff 

16 

Eric & Nancy 

Michalski 

17 

Steven & Marion 

Mildon 

18 

Membership 

Fellowship Team 

19 

Trudy Milne 

20 

Cathy Moody 

21 

Ellie Pate 

22 

Don & Sharon 

Peart 

23 

Eugene Pyu 

24 

Lily Pyu 

25 
 

Missions Team 

26 
 

David Rash 

27 
 

Lee & Nancy 

Rash 

28 
 

Steven Rash 

29 
 

Mark & Pam 

Rock 

30 
 

Ed Rugh 

31 
 

Paul & Winnie 

Sage 

 

October was a good month with the receipts higher than what was budgeted and the expenses lower than what was budgeted.   

Our ceiling renovation is continuing. To date we have received $17,416.00 in gifts to support this project.  We thank the R4C 
(Rancho Cucamonga Covenant Community Church) for their gift of $911.00 which is the proceeds from their recent yard sale.  
We have also received some donations toward the ceiling in memory of John Sheehan.  We have spent $38,029.34.  We have 
recently completed some electrical work, new heating and air-conditioning ducts and a new remote controlled thermostat.  
The deficit of $20,613.34 has been taken from our reserves.  Your help is greatly needed for this project.    

The Grace Team which manages our investments along with Danny Payne our Certified Financial Planner from National Plan-
ning Association is being reorganized. Previously this team was under the direction and expertise of Ed Hambly, Jr.  We greatly 
miss Ed and we are thankful for Ed’s service.  The team is now tasked with producing an investment plan and an investment 
spending plan. If anyone is interested in joining the team, please see Emily Scholz.   

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances, trust balances or investments, please contact the church office at 
909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer  

Operational Budget October/Budget Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual 

Giving/Receipts  12,075.49 121,215.14 138,239.35 

Expenses 23,730.01 242,217.97 198,695.66 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit -11,654.52 -121,002.83 -60,456.31 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
as of  October 31, 2016  
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What’s New at Northkirk? 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study  

Meets every Sunday morning at 8:30 am in room 5. 

For study information contact Teri Smits at tsmitsmits@aol.com 

3D Group 

Will now be meeting in Pastor Martin’s office at 11:00 am.  

Check with Pastor Martin about the book you’ll be using.  

Campbell’s Small Group  
Meets every Monday night at 7:00  

at the Campbell’s home.  

Contact Thelma Campbell at 

tlcampb1971@aol.com 
 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Will resume in January.  

More information later. 
Women’s Bible Study 

Meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month from 9:30—11:00 am  
 Please join us!  Questions? Contact: Cynthia Alvarez at 909-660-9763. 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

Meets every Wednesday morning at Coco’s Restaurant in Ontario.  

All men are invited. Contact Lee Rash at leland941@verizon.net. 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

The world’s largest Christmas project of its kind, Operation Christmas Child, uses gift-filled shoe-
boxes to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in need around the world. Since 
1993, the Samaritan’s Purse project, Operation Christmas Child, has collected and delivered 
more than 135 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children in more than 150 countries and territories. 
Shoebox gifts are collected in the US, Australia, Finland, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Japan, 
New Zealand, Canada, Spain, and the UK.  
 

More than 7.4 million children have participated in The Greatest Journey, Operation Christmas 
Child’s follow-up program that is offered to many children who receive shoebox gifts. The Great-
est Journey is implemented through a global church network to help children learn how to know 
and follow Jesus.  
 

This year the Northkirk family, Fish Hook Ministries, R4C Church and the M.O.P.S. group that 
meets here all participated in Operation Christmas Child. Together, we donated 61 Shoe Box 
Gifts. The shoe boxes were delivered to the drop off location on Sunday, Nov. 20th, where they 
were prayed over by the volunteers at the location.  
 

Thank you to all that participated in this fun and life changing project! 

 

 

Evening 

Studies 

 
 

Morning 

Studies 

Got Suggestions? 

If you have an idea that you’d like our Session members to discuss and vote on at their next meeting…. 

please fill out a form that you’ll find on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  

Please your suggestion in the box marked  “”Suggestions for The Church” 



9101 19th Street 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701 

909-989-4919 

northkirkoffice@northkirk.org 

www.Northkirk.org 

 

 

VISITORS are WELCOME 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School for  Preschool through 5th Grade  

and nursery care is available during the Sunday worship service. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STAFF: 

The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org 

Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org 

Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    

Jason Alvarez, Youth Leader, healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com 

Pilar Yarur, Custodian  

Kimberly White, Nursery Attendant 

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

(909) 989-4919   

www.northkirk.org 

Church office email; northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    


