
 Northkirk Presbyterian                                              April 2017 

April 

Worship Schedule   
                “Love One Another”  Series 
 

                                              April 2                                                    
James 5:13-16 
 We all face personal struggles as we try to follow 
the Lord Jesus. What a benefit to have each other to 
uphold and encourage overcoming these struggles. 
Sharing struggles is the first step to find victory the Lord 
desires for us. 
 
                                 April 9, Palm Sunday                     
Galatians 5:13-14 
 Serving another in our culture is not expected. The 
presumption is we pay for service. But Jesus’ way is 
founded on serving so that others are loved. Do we see 
such opportunities? 
 
                            April 13, Maundy Thursday           
Thessalonians 5:11 
 A lonely life is a depressing road. But the Lord is 
always with us to encourage us. We experience this 
through the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Once 
encouraged, we encourage one another to make a 
profound difference in our lives. 
 
                                  April 14, Good Friday                         
Corinthians 1:3-4 
 Our Lord Jesus and his cross is the Father’s mercy 
for us. His cross humbles and comforts us so that we 
might comfort the suffering we encounter. 
 
                                April 16, Easter Sunday                         
John 12:23-25 
He is risen! Our heavenly Father has glorified his Son so 
that we might follow and likewise bear much fruit. 
Hallelujah! 
 
                                          April 23 
Special APU Worship Service 
Come hear the Azusa Pacific University choral group 
lead us in joyful worship! Young adult testimonies inspire 
our hope and give us thanks for the Lord’s work in the 
next generation. 
 
                                         April 30                                                       
John 4:7-14  
 Thirst is not limited to our desire for liquids. Jesus 
invites us to replace the many thirsts of our with an 
overflowing source of satisfaction for all we encounter.  

 

The Grapevine 
  

From Pastor Martin: 
 
“... that [Christ] was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance  
with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then  
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time...”  
                                                                   1 Corinthians 15:4-6 
 
 “He is risen!” Stop and imagine for a few minutes how those words must have 
impacted Jesus’ followers in the first few days after his resurrection. “What? What 
do you mean?” His many disciples grieved as they saw him, bloodied, dragging his 
cross through Jerusalem on the way to his crucifixion. Others, too, who loved Jesus 
were witnesses to his final words and death on Golgotha. So when these heard 
from witnesses that Jesus was alive, we can imagine they would have responded 
with a mixture of anger and bewilderment. Anger felt at the utterance of such a 
callous joke. Bewildered at the impossible suggestion by a trusted fellow disciple 
that Jesus could survive crucifixion. 
 
 Yet, there was Peter before them, telling them that he had seen Jesus, spoken 
with him, eaten with him. And Peter was not alone in this declaration. John, James, 
Philip, and the other closest disciples to Jesus, even Thomas who spoke of having 
put his hands upon Jesus’ healed wounds. “Could it be true? And what does it 
mean if God can raise the dead?” they may have thought. Jerusalem must have 
immediately been filled with hushed controversy among Jesus’ followers for fear of 
the Sanhedrin and the Roman soldiers. “How are we to distrust Peter and the 
others? Yet how has God done this? And, if true, what does God mean for us to do 
now that he has raised one who we saw die  
before us?” 
 
 And as the rumors must have reached the Sanhedrin, then five hundred 
disciples at one time, together, saw Jesus alive. “As I struggled to understand and 
trust Peter and the others, suddenly Jesus appeared to us! He is alive!” could now 
have been the additional multitude of testimonies in Jerusalem. And thus many 
more came to believe Jesus lived and continued to follow him by the  
Holy Spirit. 
 
 We believe, in large part, because these early disciples were eyewitnesses. 
They believed and told others so that they would also know the wonderful truth: 
God can and God has raised Jesus from death! Jesus will raise us from death! Our 
worship on Resurrection Sunday is manifold: joy for Jesus’ vindication and lordship, 
joy at the power and desire of God to give us eternal life, 
and joy for Jesus promise that we will live forever with him 
as we follow him. May the Lord use our testimony to 
continue to fill his eternal kingdom! 
 
Pastor Martin 
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Fellowship 
  

Fellowship Focus  
 

[Jesus said] “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you….You are my friends if you do what I command.”  
                           (John 15: 12, 14 NIV) 
 
 

 On the inside flyleaf of our Lenten study book, Eugene Peterson is quoted:  “Jesus’ best-known command, ‘Love one another,’ 
is also the least obeyed.  It’s the most difficult thing Jesus asked us to do.” 
 On Sunday evening, March 26, some of us gathered in the sanctuary to receive the final mediation report from The Rev. Ann 
Oglesby-Edwards.  She briefly reviewed our process over the past eighteen months or so and presented a final written report.  
(Copies are available from the church office.)  The Session, however, had begun slow implementation after the mid-report of a few 
of the Session’s subcommittee recommendations in Appendix 5, “Mediation Summary.”  Two examples are the Suggestion Box 
found at the rear of the sanctuary and a modification to the annual meeting that seated the current Session members in the front to 
respond to member questions. 
 I think many of us who participated with the mediation process learned a lot about loving one another, especially in listening to 
one another.  Our current all-church study and sermon series is moving us forward even more in considering various, specific 
ways in how to do this.  Jesus' command takes us beyond being gracious and polite to one another, and Sittser’s book is helping 
us to think through even some of the difficult ways we need to love one another. 
 If you have not already begun reading Love One Another: Becoming the Church Jesus Longs For, I would encourage you to 
pick up a copy at the rear of the sanctuary and begin.  The chapters lend themselves to beginning where the sermon series is and 
moving forward to the end of the sermon series and the book, then possibly returning to the beginning of the book to read the ear-
lier chapters.  All of the small groups are reading through this book, and you are welcome to join any one of them “mid-stream,” or 
to read it on your own. 
 Learning to love one another as Christ has loved us is His commandment to us, making it the most important thing we need to 
learn how to do.  It is how Jesus says others will know we are His disciples.  It is our greatest witness to those outside the church, 
to those who come to Northkirk to “see what it’s all about.”  It is our best way to nurture one another in our faith and life in Christ, 
from new Christians to those more seasoned. 
 I strongly encourage everyone who reads this article but has not yet joined our Lenten study to pick up the book at the rear of 
the sanctuary and “try it on for size.”  (It is also available as an audio book through Amazon, if you wish.)  I truly believe you will 
find reading this book to be worth your time and will nurture your faith journey. 
 
 

May our Lord bless each one of us, 
Carol Entler, Membership/Fellowship Team 

 

Potluck/Game Night  

Our next Potluck/Game Night is scheduled for April 5th. Don’t miss out on the fun! To sign up go to: 

http://www.PerfectPotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437 

Thank You from Presbytery 

        We recently received a gracious thank you note for our hosting of the March 18 Presbytery meeting.  
        The following are excerpts: 
 

“Members of the congregation who provided hospitality were truly welcoming and gracious.  
The snacks were delicious and the lunch terrific! ...And that was one fantastic dessert table!” 
“Staff members and volunteers who worked on the meeting set up were very helpful and flexible…. 
This was a difficult and complex meeting and you were there for us.  
For all those unknown members whose faces were not visible to us on Saturday, we did appreciate all your efforts on our behalf.” 

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=XMZM0437
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Session  

Treasurer’s Report  

 

MARCH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
 

The Session had a special meeting on Tuesday, March 14, to focus on our stewardship of the trust and its relationship to  
the church budget and expenses. 
 

A review of recent fiscal history noted that, in March 2011, the Session voted to set the minimum value of the trust to be 
maintained at $1.26 million, unless there were “catastrophic emergencies.”  The Session believes the repair of our leaking 
roof and the replacement of the falling sanctuary ceiling qualified as “catastrophic emergencies” when their repairs were 
approved.  We discussed possibly reallocating our investments or adjusting our financial profile with our investment  
adviser. 
 

Following lengthy discussion, three actions were taken:  (1) to ask the Grace Committee to reassess an appropriate risk 
profile and present options to the Session for possible modification; (2) to initiate an investigation of the value or the 
property on the other side of the wash for possible sale with the money returned to Northkirk with Presbytery’s consent; 
and (3) to set a goal for a minimum trust value to reach $1 million by the end of 2017 and to determine our 2018 goal  
during our next budgeting cycle. 
 

The Session held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 21 
 

 Pastor Martin led a brief study time based on Psalm 107:1-3 which focuses on “the redeemed of the Lord.”  Pastor 
suggested that, while we are redeemed in the eternal sense, we are also rescued in “little” things on a daily basis.  We need 
to take opportunities as a church to rejoice. 

 Pastor Martin briefly reviewed his activities since the last Session meeting, including home visits with one of the  
Deacons to two of our senior shut-ins. 

 The Rev. Ann Oglesby-Edwards joined the Session meeting to review a draft of the final mediation report. Session 
made some modest corrections, and the final version will be sent to the church office for printing and distribution on the 
evening of March 26. She reminded us that it takes at least 4-5 years of intentional practice of what we learned to make a 
cultural shift and will take continuing intentional leadership practice to keep it going. 

 Team reports were given.  Among the items reported were:  (1) Christian Education beginning to plan for summer 
movie nights; (2) Facilities and Grounds reporting sewer line problems and the Fire Marshall insisting that the kitchen exit 
door remain unblocked; Mission motions to approve MOPS rummage sale March 25 and MOPS Dinner Date Night on 
April 21. 

 Average worship attendance for February 2017 included 59 Adults, 7 Youth, and 6 Children. 

If anyone is wondering why our expenses are more than our income, it’s because running a church is expensive and we subsidize 
expenses with reserves from the Mary Frances Green Investment Account. We typically withdraw approximately $5,000 per month 
from the Green account to aid in our church expenses. Our goal is to only use the investment funds for capital expenses. You can 
help with our deficit by bringing a friend to our church. We’re looking to fill the pews with energetic and enthusiastic members.  

Wouldn’t it be grand to hear a church full of people singing “Alleluia” on Easter Sunday?   

If anyone has questions regarding our budget, bank balances, trust balances or investments, please contact the church office at 

909-989-4919 and your questions will be forwarded to our church treasurer or to someone on the stewardship/finance team. 

Emily Scholz, Church Treasurer 

Operational Budget 

Giving/Receipts 

Expenses 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit 

February Budget 

14,745.88 

25,043.69 

-10,297.81 

February Actual 

11,697.00 

19,324.22 

-7,627.22 

Year to Date Budget 

29,491.70 

50,087.43 

-20,595.73 

Year to Date Actual 

26,851.46 

36,016.80 

-9165.34 
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Missions  

An Email from Kathy Nauertz about Operation Christmas Child 
Dear people of Northkirk, 

It was so nice getting to know you this year and I am thrilled at your response to Operation Christmas Child. 

Through efforts of churches like yours, 11,485,662 boxes were sent to over 100 countries. Each child who  

receives a box hears a gospel presentation and learns how much God loves  them. Your efforts have planted 

many seeds for God’s Kingdom. May God bless you richly, Kathy 

Plastic Easter Eggs Needed    

 

The MOPS Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 15th  

for the children in the neighborhood.  They need lots of  

plastic Easter eggs filled with candy or other small snacks. 

If you’d like to donate filled eggs, please place them  

in the large basket in the back of the sanctuary during  

any of our Sunday services before Easter.  
 

 

 

MOPS Dinner/Date Night 
 

The MOPS parents will be having a “Dinner-Date Night 

on April 21st.  If you’d like to help by serving the meal 

or by being a host or hostess please contact  

Cynthia Alvarez.  
 

 
 

Mops Updates 

Feedback & Summary of  The Big Serve Weekend 
 

“This project saved me a 1.5 years of work” –  
Rick Morris Owner of Rising Stars Equestrian Therapy Center 

 

“We collected 39 pints of life saving blood.” – Lifestream 
 

“It feels really good to help others!” – 11 year old volunteer 
 

3 Day Event Impacting in Love …  
18 Churches participated,  400 + Volunteers,  
300 lbs of Trash removed for Etiwanda Preserve & Graffiti removal 
50 Law Enforcement appreciation baskets made and delivered 
67 Blankets made for people in need  
60 + Trash bags of yard care and newly painted stables – Rising Stars Center 
198 feet of cement walkway poured for women’s shelter 
Shed and new cement pad for women’s shelter 
Oil changes, car wash and haircuts for 20+ families in need 
Blood Drive - 39 pints of blood donated 

 

On March 15th, our 

MOPS moms were 

pampered with spa 

treatments given by 8 

professionals that vol-

unteered their time and 

skills to make these 

young moms feel and 

look special. Pam 

Rock was instrumental 

in gathering the  

volunteers. Thank you 

to Pam and to the all 

the volunteers that 

made the day so  

special for these young 

mothers. 

MOPS Spa Day 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

           

Food of the 
Month: 

 

Peanut Butter 

 

 
 

. 

   1 
 

9:00 am Work Party 
 

 

2 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 
 

9:30 am Worship with 

Communion 
 

11:00 am 3D 

3 
 

7:00 pm 

Campbell  

Small Group  

 

4 
   

7:00 pm 

Team 

Meetings 

 

5 
 

6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 

9:00 am MOPS 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 
 

6 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

 

8 
 

9:00 am 

NK Writers’ Group 

 

9 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 
 

9:30 am Worship  
 

 11:00 am 3D Group 

10 
 

Campbell  

Small Group  

7:00 pm 

11 
 

7:00 pm 

Deacon’s Mtg. 
 

 

12 
 

6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 

9:30 am Women’s Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

13 
 

Maundy  

Thursday  

Service with 

Communion 

7:30 pm 

14 
 
 

Good Friday 
Service 
7:30 pm 

15 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 

10 am—noon 

16 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 
 

 
 

Easter Worship  
9:30 am 

 

  

17 
 

7:00 pm 
 

Campbell  
Small Group 

 

18 
 

7:00 pm 
 

Session  
Meeting 

19 
 

6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 

9:00 am MOPS 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

20 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

 

21 
 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

May Grapevine 
articles are due 

22 
 

9:00 am  

NK Writers’ 
 

 

 

23 
 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

 

24 
 

7:00 pm 
Campbell  

Small Group  
 
 

25 
 

 

26 

 
6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
9:30 am Women’s Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Vocal Choir 

8:30 pm Praise Band 

 

 

 

April Calendar                          

 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

6:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

 

 
 

 

28 

 

7:30 pm 
Children’s and 
Youth Groups 

 

29 

 

30 

8:30 am Bible Study 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am 3D Group 

 

Norm Balders                     4/2 

Margaret Merhoff               4/7 

Thomas Stahl                      4/8 

Joshua Beauvais                 4/11 

Grace Gonzales                 4/11 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 

Don & Susan Zabriskie   4/2 

Eric & Nancy Michalski   4/4 

John Gonzales                   4/12 

Bernadette Allbaugh          4/18 

Trudy Milne                       4/18  

Donald Peart                      4/19 

David Milne                       4/25  

Sarah Emick                       4/30    

 

We’re hoping to see a lot of people 

here on Saturday to help clean up 

and beautify our campus for Easter. 



Prayer Calendar 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

    

 

 1 

The Stahl Family 

2 

Aline 

Sardão 

3 

Yoko Sweede 

4 

Bob & Gail 

Valenti 

5 

David  

Van Curen 

6 

The Vance 

Family 

7 

Dave & Diane 

Vaughn 

8 
 

Francesca 

 Walker 

9 

Harold  

Willome 

10 

The Wallace  

Family 

11 

John & Ann 

Warder 

12 

Harold Willome 

13 

Frank & Beverly 

Wiltse 

14 

Pilar Yarur & 

Family 

15 

Don Zabriskie 

16 

 

Jason Alvarez 

17 

Enock & Ruth 

Zhang 

18 

The Allbaugh 

Family 

19 

The Alvarez 

Family 

20 

The Atherton  

Family 

21 

Aye Aye 

22 

The Baird Family 

23 
 

Wednesday 
Morning Bible 

Study 
 

24 
 

The Baker  
Family 

25 
 

Norm & Debby 

Balders 

26 
 

James Beagle 

27 
 

The Beauvais 

Family 

28 
 

Joyce 

Borngrebe 

29 
 

Joyce Brand 

Church Directory On the Go 

Did you know our church directory is available to view on your mobile device?  
Instant Church Directory - the program we use to build our church directory - has a free app for 
church members to download on their Apple, Android and Kindle Fire devices.  
To download the app go to your app store and search for Instant Church Directory.  
You will be asked to enter your email address as it's listed in our directory. If your email address 
isn't listed in the directory or it needs to be updated, let the church secretary, Gail Valenti know so 
it can be added. Once you enter your email address follow the directions on the screen to  
complete the login process. After you login, the directory will be downloaded to your device.  
Anytime updates are made, they will update on your device also. In the app you will be able to 
search for active families and members and call, email and text right from the app.  
More information can be found at www.InstantChurchDirectory.com/app. 

30 

Campbell 

Small Group 
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Get Involved 

How to Get Involved at Northkirk: 
 

If you’d like to get more involved at Northkirk, attend the Team Meetings which are held on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm. The teams and contacts are as follows: 
 

           Team Name:                                                           Contact                                                      Email 

           Christian Education                                              Tom Allbaugh                                        tallbaugh@apu.edu 

           Facilities and Grounds                                          Ronn Campbell                                     appilot175ss@gmail.com 

           Membership/Fellowship                                        Carol Entler                                           wcentler@aol.com 

           Missions                                                                Pam Sickman                                       reddog700@verizon.net 

           Music, Worship and Arts                                       Dean Collins                                         deacondeanav@gmail.com 

           Stewardship/Finance                                             Mark Rock                                            mrock@calportland.com 
 

             Other Ways of Getting Involved  

            Ushering                                                                Norm Balders                                       nbalders48@gmail.com 

            Worship Assistant                                                  Dean Collins                                        deacondeanav@gmail.com 

            Choir or Praise Team                                             Aline Sardão                                        asardao@northkirk.org 

            Bell Choir                                                               Thelma Campbell                                 rtmcdc88@gmail.com 

            Teaching/assisting with Sunday School                 Nancy Rash                                        mom4gram13plus@gmail.com 

            Helping with Youth Group                                      Jason Alvarez                                      healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

            Helping with Children’s Group                                Martin Smith                                        msmith@northkirk.org 

            MOPS                                                                     Cynthia Alvarez                                   cynalvarez85@gmail.com 

            Karen’s Garden                                                       Ed Rugh                                              erugh3@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Bible Studies 
 

Campbell’s Small Group  

7:00 pm every Monday at the  

Campbell home. Contact Thelma at               

 tlcampb1971@aol.com 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
 

7:00 pm on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday  

of each month. Meet in Pastor Martin’s office.  

Contact Pastor Martin at 

msmith@northkirk.org 

 

Morning Bible Studies 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study:  

8:30 am in room 5. Contact Teri Smits  

at tsmitsmits@aol.com 
 

3D Group 11:00 am on Sundays in Pastor Martin’s office. 
 

Men’s Fellowship Bible Study,  6:30 am every Wed. 

 at Coco’s Restaurant in Ontario. Contact Lee Rash  

at leland941@verizon.net 
 

Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am on the 2nd & 4th  

Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall.  

Contact Cynthia Alvarez at cynalvarez85@gmail.com 
 



9101 19th Street 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701 

909-989-4919 

northkirkoffice@northkirk.org 

www.Northkirk.org 

 

 

VISITORS are WELCOME 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School for  Preschool through 5th Grade  

and nursery care is available during the Sunday worship service. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STAFF: 

The Rev. Martin Smith, Pastor, msmith@northkirk.org 

Aline Sardão, Music Director, asardao@northkirk.org 

Gail Valenti, Church Secretary, northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    

Jason Alvarez, Youth Leader, healing.servant.of.god@gmail.com 

Harold Willome, Pianist, HJW1244@aol.com 

Pilar Yarur, Custodian  

Kimberly White, Nursery Attendant 

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 A Publication of Northkirk Presbyterian Church 

(909) 989-4919   

www.northkirk.org 

Church office email; northkirkoffice@northkirk.org    


